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Welcome and Notices — Chris
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
Acknowledgement of Country
Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung and Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin Nation
incl. invitation for online viewers to acknowledge the country they are on.
Welcome
Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the livestream.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting with us today and to those
who are celebrating birthdays this week.

Notices

GWUC Christmas Lunch — Sunday 29 November (ad in folder)

The Hub Christmas Morning Tea — Thursday 3 December (ad in folder)
Living Nativity — Sunday 6 December

Remembrance Service — Tuesday 8 December (ad in folder)
Multicultural Christmas & Lunch — Sunday 13 December (ad in folder)
Stewardship stuff — Table of Abundance (ad in folder)
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Bible and Candle — Chris

We welcome the Bible, a living witness to God's presence among God's people
across the ages. May the Spirit open our hearts to hear what God is saying to us
this day.

We light the Christ candle and remember that God is with us. May the light of Christ
guide our worship, shape our lives, and strengthen our witness.

Call to Worship — Chris

Come, for God welcomes us with open arms.
We come as we are, loved and received by grace.

Here there is room for the joyful, the weary, the certain, and the searching.
We gather at God's table as one family.

Let us worship the One who calls us by name.
With grateful hearts, we come to praise God.

Gathering Song
Christ be our Light (Bernadette Farrell)

Verses 1,2,3 &5

Summary: A prayer for Christ’s light to shine in a dark and longing world, bringing truth,
peace and hope. It asks to be made bread broken for the hungry, and servants to one
another, as many people with many gifts find they belong.

Introduction to Theme — lan

Last week we sat down at the table and noticed what God has already set before
us. We gave thanks for the welcome, the friendships, the worship and the care we
have received here.

This week we ask a different question. If this table has fed us, how do we keep it set
so that others can join us?

Keeping a table set takes more than good intentions. It takes lights, rooms, staff,
and the things we use to welcome children and newcomers. Right now there is a
gap of about $40,000 a year between what we have and what we need to keep our
core ministries going. That gap is not a sign of failure. It tells us the table is busy
and growing.
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As we worship this morning, hold this question gently: what would it take, from each
of us, to keep room at this table for all those Jesus invites to his feast?

Prayers of Adoration and Confession — Chris

Loving God, your kingdom is like a feast where tables stretch beyond the horizon.
You are the host who keeps pulling out more chairs and setting more places. We
adore you because your invitation keeps reaching further than we expect.

You invite the rich and the poor, the confident and the uncertain, the lifelong
believer and the curious seeker. In Jesus, we see a God who shares meals, builds
friendships, and gathers people together.

We confess that we have sometimes forgotten how big your table is. We have
judged who belongs and who does not. We have placed limits on the people you
welcome. We have built fences where you were building bridges. Forgive us.

Give us hearts that rejoice whenever someone finds their place in your family. Help
us to reflect the generosity of your invitation in everything we do.

In the name of Jesus. AMEN.

Word of Grace — Chris

Friends, hear this good news.

God's invitation has your name on it.

Nothing can separate you from the love revealed in Jesus Christ.
You are welcomed, forgiven, and embraced by grace.

There is room at God's table for you.

So take your seat, and begin again.

The Peace — Chris
(shalom) — sha-LOHM (Hebrew)

¥ (ping’an) — ping-ahn (Mandarin)
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Damai — Dah-my (Bahasa Indonesia)
FLOMGITEUILD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam (Tamil)

E3} (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa (Korean)
2>\ (salam) — sah-LAHM (Farsi / Arabic)
Kalinaw — Ka-LIN-ore (Visaya — Philippines)
Male me gora — marlay mugra (Nuer — South Sudan)
eMfer (shanti) — shanti (Hindi — India)
The peace of Christ be always with you:
and also with you.

Gospel Reading — John Campbell

Luke 14:1, 12-24

1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees
to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.

12 He said to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner,
do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14
And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.”

15 One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who
will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a
great dinner and invited many. 17 At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say
to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they all
alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘| have bought a piece of land,
and | must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.” 19 Another said, ‘l have
bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’
20 Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore | cannot come.’ 21 So the
slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became
angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.” 22 And the slave said,
‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.” 23 Then the master
said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in,
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so that my house may be filled. 24 For | tell you, none of those who were invited will
taste my dinner.””

For these words of Wisdom and for Christ the living Word,
Thanks be to God.

With the Children — Chris

Song after Children’s Time: Invitation (Shawn Whelan)

Summary: God has laid a feasting table where all are welcome and no one is left behind.
Each verse asks whether we will answer the invitation by laying down our burdens, loving all
humankind, and joining God’s work for justice and food for all.

Bible Readings — John Campbell
Deuteronomy 15:7-11

7 “If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of
your towns within the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-
hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor. 8 You should rather open your
hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, whatever it may be. 9 Be careful
that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, ‘The seventh year, the year of
remission, is near,” and therefore view your needy neighbor with hostility and give
nothing; your neighbor might cry to the LORD against you, and you would incur
guilt. 10 Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the
LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 11
Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, | therefore command
you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.’

For these words of Wisdom and for Christ the living Word,
Thanks be to God.

Reflection — lan

| want to begin this reflection today with something shocking and disturbing with
the hope that it will eventually guide us to end up somewhere beautiful — so
please stay with me for the journey.

| want to begin with Kevin and Neenu, a couple from the Indian state of Kerala. |
was introduced to their story a few years ago by a news article which reported
the sentencing of 10 men to life imprisonment for murdering Kevin. The judges
described the crime as a clear case of an “honour” killing. Kevin, a 23-year-old,
and Neenu, 21, met at a bus stop, fell in love, had a secret relationship for a
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number of years, then eventually married without their parents’ knowledge or
consent. When the news of this reached their families, Neenu’s brother felt his
honour so severely impugned that he returned to Kerala from his job in the
Persian Gulf in order to kidnap and murder Kevin with the help of 9 other
members of his family — all of whom are now in prison for life.

And | mention this disturbing, distant, foreign crime this morning, not out of any
sense of cultural superiority or judgement, but because the way of life that led to
his horror, the culture of honour and shame, that is a way of life that the
characters in our gospel reading today would be very familiar with — it is their
way of life.

Jesus is a guest at a meal in the home of a leader of the Pharisees on the
Sabbath day. And the religious leaders gathered at the table with him are
looking at him suspiciously — they are watching to see whether he will break
with tradition, will disregard religious laws, will act dishonourably, upsetting their
codes of honour and class. And will he? My oath he will.

Jesus says to those gathered around the meal table, “When you give a
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your siblings or your relatives
or rich neighbours, ... [but] invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.”

Yes, Jesus is a pretty rude and disruptive dinner guest. And because our vision
here in this church is to follow Jesus across generations and cultures, because
we value intergenerational growth and intercultural vitality, because we want to
keep our table set and ready to receive all comers, because of all that we are
likely to experience some of his disruption here as well.

When Kevin and Neenu got married, their families experienced extreme cultural
disruption to their codes of honour and class, or caste as they call it in India.
Neenu comes from a wealthy high caste Catholic Christian family, her father has
high social status. Kevin, on the other hand, was a Dalit Christian. Dalits,
formerly called untouchables, are the lowest of the low in terms of status in
India. They are like the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind whom Jesus
would invite to the banquet.
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In the cultural world that Jesus inhabits, a similar world to that of Kevin and
Neenu, status and social hierarchy, are measured by honour. Honour and its
opposite, shame, dictate how people relate and work, how they do business,
who they eat with, where they sit at the dinner table. Honour designates the
place that a man (and only a man — I'll get to women in a moment) has in
society — his public worth, his reputation, his claim to status. Even in our society
think of what we still call our judges, who have such high cultural status, “Your
Honour”. In the gospel world, a man can inherit honour from his parents, but he
can also earn honour — it is like a currency. A man can challenge another in
public for his honour with an insult, a debate or a gift requiring a reciprocal
response. If a man can shame another, his stock of honour increases. (John
Squires At Table with Luke UTC publication 2000 pp20ff)

Shame is the opposite of honour, and it is a positive thing if a woman has it.
There are hints of this in our society when we say, “have you no shame?!” — as
if having shame were a good thing. If a woman loses her shame, if she acts
shamelessly, if she takes honour from a man, then in the most extreme
circumstances, it could be fatal for her, or as in Neenu’s case, for the one she
loves. Honour killing comes from this devastating play of honour and shame.

In the gospels, many women behave shamelessly in the presence of Jesus: the
Syrophoenician Woman, the Samaritan Woman at the well, Mary and Martha,
the woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair,
to mention a few — they are shameless taking honour from Jesus in the eyes of
his world — and yet, he affirms and embraces them all.

So when Jesus arrives as a guest for dinner at the house of the high status
leader of the Pharisees today, we should be prepared for him to challenge the
social currency of honour and shame there. After all, Jesus embodies good
news of a great reversal where the powerful are brought down and the lowly
lifted up — his mother sang about this even before he was born in her
magnificat. And his host at the table today, a member of the social and religious
elite, is one of those for whom the Good News will involve a loss of status.
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| don’t think our church is governed by honour and status. | think we are already
shaped by the radical egalitarianism of the Kingdom of God — we are already
under the influence of Jesus’ good news. There is a place for everyone at our
table. But that doesn’t mean it is always easy — culture has a powerful hold on
everyone everywhere. Cultural belonging and status in the world can easily
make its way into the church, and we have to work to keep our table set and
open to those Jesus would have us include. Who are our poor, crippled, lame,
and blind in a metaphorical sense? — those cultural outsiders who cannot
reciprocate our invitation, cannot repay our hospitality, people without honour in
our eyes, who might shame us or at the very least make us uncomfortable by
their presence?

I note that Kevin and Neenu, despite their different places in the social hierarchy
of their world, have something very significant in common. They are both
members of a small minority group in India, they are both Christians. And |
wonder what role their faith played in their story? To put it another way, is Jesus
implicated in Kevin’'s death with his radical honour upsetting, status disturbing
teachings? Were Kevin and Neenu brought together just by the western
scourge of romantic love? — or did the good news of Jesus Christ, with the
radical status reversal of the kingdom of God, also play a role?

Over 70% of all Christians in India are Dalits. Because when the missionaries
came to India with Christ’s radical gospel of status reversal, mass conversions
of lower caste Hindus took place. They believed that Christianity could provide
an egalitarian escape from caste oppression. But as Kevin and Neenu'’s story
sadly demonstrates, Christianity does not simply wipe away culture. The gospel
brings a culture clash, a clash that can be violent. What is that clash within us?
— how does the gospel of Christ challenge the ways we privilege some over
others, the ways we dictate who sits where at the table of life?

Here is a table. It is here during this month when we are reflecting on
stewardship. There is another table behind me of course. We always worship at
a meal table in church — for us, this is not an altar where sacrifices are made, it
is a dinner table where we share our family meal — the table in our aisle this
month is just an amplification of what is always here. And when you have a
meal here, says Jesus, don't just invite your friends or your siblings or your
relatives or rich neighbours, people like you who can repay you. Rather invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. Cultural and religious outsiders,
who will not increase your honour and will not be able to repay you.
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Let us pray:

Gracious God,

host of the great banquet,
you turn our ideas of honour
upside down

and set a table where

no one has to earn a seat.

Forgive us when we
measure worth by status
and welcome only those
who can repay.

Open our eyes to

the ones we overlook,
and make our table
wide enough for them.

As we think now about how we give,

help us see our gifts

as the way we keep this table set,
the lights on,

and a place ready

for whoever walks in.

BIA. BIEESHPRISHY. TRRAY. MERRAY. BERRAY. MUERBLS( LRI LAY

BN, IASIEMREIRE, BREERIR.
WBAES:

R“ERE,

BARERRIEA,
{RIEEARTRERIS
ISl

FHER—IKRET,

EXERE AFTER— ML

SR AEENE,
RARDAPLREtS AR IR AR,
RIFFGHA].
RIFFFHEAIRIERES,
BNHAFTBEEHIA,

FHEHA IR T

HIAZIE LAY,

SRA I E BB Z= AT,
RIFESENBEAIEN, FeliIpvZ=ik
FERA LXK RFREHRIR.
I TREERE.
FRE—EHEIA

T ERITT .



We ask it in the name of Jesus,
our guest and our host.
Amen.

We've heard how Jesus overturns the idea that a seat at the table is something
we earn. Tables, though, still have to be set. Giving is one way we do that, and
I'd like us to hear from someone who has thought about it for a long time. Sony,
would you join me?

Interview Questions for Sony

What does giving mean for you?

How have you tried to shape a culture of giving in your own family?
What has giving changed in you?

Thank you, Sony.

Let’s take a minute to talk to our neighbours. What have you learnt and tried to
teach to your family about the practice of and reasons for giving?

Discussion.

Giving is not about paying for our seat. It is how we say thank you, and how we
keep a place laid at the table for the next person who walks in. As we take up
our weekly offering now, | invite you to think about your own giving, and to pray
about whether there is a step you could take to help close that $40,000 gap.

Let us bring our gifts to God.

Offering Song

TIS 473 Community of Christ

Summary: A call to the church to live out its creed, look beyond its own doors to the refugee,
the hungry and the poor, serve neighbours humbly, and cry out for justice and peace. It
imagines a world where love is our currency and food and faith are shared by all.
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Offering Dedication — lan

incl. blessing for online viewers and churches
Gracious God,

host at the great banquet of life.

We thank you for the seat you have given each of us at the table,
for the welcome we have known in this place,
and for the people who made room for us.
Take these gifts, and the lives behind them.
May what we give keep the table set,

and a place ready for the child, the stranger,
the seeker and the weary.

In the name of Jesus,

who welcomes us to his table. Amen.

Prayers of the People — Kaye Morgan

Sending Song

God of Justice (Tim Hughes)
Summary: A song celebrating Jesus, who came to rescue the weak and the poor and to

serve. Having freely received, we freely give. It asks to be moved beyond singing into action:

feeding the hungry, standing beside the broken, acting justly, loving mercy and walking
humbly.

Blessing and Sending — lan
Go out as guests who have been fed
and as hosts who will make room.
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May God keep a place ready in you for the stranger,

may Christ free you from counting who is worthy,

and may the Spirit make you generous with your gifts and your welcome.
Go in peace to love and to serve.

In the name of Christ.

Amen.

ENRREEBHAERIEA.

[ REENPREATIE —MUE,
[RE R BITBRIEECSEENL,
[BERE(RERMGFIRIE_AREATS.
FRetiii, EEA, ERE.
FEENS.

i3



