Order of Service 11/10/2026 — Pentecost 20 A
SIFER 20265F10811H — ERFIR P ESE =1+ H(BFE)

Prelude — The Heart of Worship (Redman) rg,nj‘_\ _ ((Eaﬁﬂg,t‘)) (The Heart of Worship,Redman)

Summary (lyrics not reproduced): A song about stripping worship back to what SO BT 7 R - X B 1 FE B R A | o BT
matters most. It says that God looks past the music to the heart, and the singer

returns to a worship that is centred on Jesus, apologising for the ways it had EARAE, TIEARIL. S ETEIEAFBER N FTEFE FHE T8 FE S e B T T

drifted into something else.

A1,

Welcome and Notices — Chris W5 — Chris

Greeting and Welcome 22 53Rm

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, B ERER R E e

the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit HRYEE.

be with you all. IR

And also with you. ’
BEERIRABE,
WSIRETE,

Acknowledgement of Country FIAEERL

Let us acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional lands of the LEERAIEON B T2 1EREM R (Kulin Nation)BIE2C AR E K BRI (Wurundjeri-

Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung and Bunurong peoples of the Kulin Nation. We pay our
respects to their Elders, past, and present. also take a minute to acknowledge Woiwurrung FIFBZRRE(Bunurong) ABMEZ 1P FER S, Bl ImftE(iIA9KE,
the traditional lands that you might be watching us from. For thousands of



generations, these First Nations people have cared for this land, the rivers, and
the skies. As we reflect on God's creation, we give thanks for the ancient
wisdom and continuing culture of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
and we commit ourselves to walking together in justice, healing, and
reconciliation.

Welcome

Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the livestream. Welcome
Sandringham UC who are joining us live.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting with us today and to
those who are celebrating birthdays this week.

Notices

(images in ‘Ads’ folder)

Fete

Bible Study

Zoom meeting after worship for Our Future Together

Bible and Candle

As we welcome the bible let us remember that theThe Word of God is alive,
echoing through history, resonating in our present, and inviting us into God’s
unfolding story

And as we light the Christ candle we remember This flame is more than fire, it is
a symbol of Christ’s enduring presence, burning bright in every season
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SRANIRREE R B HCXMEARRRK ERE X ERENSIL TS

N EASIRR,
God has invited us, every single one of us. S T BI1E— AL
From the youngest to the oldest, we have come.
God's love shines on us like morning sunshine. MERFHRIEIREFRAY Bl TR T .
We have come in from our busy lives to rest. R R R T ]
Let's lift up our hearts and pay attention. ’
We are ready to worship and to give our love to God. BAIMNICRREEPRIIXERE.

IEAESROR BOER.
BA TR HGE FHEBA RO E LT,

Gathering Song - Lord, | Need You (Matt Maher) BREEiEE (£ BEE(R) (Lord, | Need You,Matt Maher)

Summary (lyrics not reproduced): A song of humble dependence on God. It BRI FTF ) X E— B R, B A B I 0 %%
admits our need for God at every hour, trusts that grace is greater than sin, and
asks to be steadied and held when temptation comes. BB 1SR T TE FA TR IE I IRIGEIRT, SAE S IR

Introduction to Theme — lan FEF2|= — lan

The story of the Golden Calf is the archetypal story of idolatry: of people giving SIS BB e SRR BRI AR T RLMNYSEY)., B8R

their allegiance to something other than God. In our service we will be invited to
reflect on contemporary “idols” — those things that call for our allegiance and HSHFP BEZTERBEANBEGR —IPLE R B S5 R

praise but ultimately can’t satisfy, save or sustain us — things like money, . NN . N
power, appearance or celebrity. TEGHE. IRREIREA B — s, B, SMREEA.

And we will give our praise to God, the true worship of our hearts, expressing
our love for God as a community.



A M EE R L 2SE, IR TA I O ESERYEFE, LEFA WA — 1 BHAR RIARS

HHE.
Prayers of Adoration and Confession — Chris #5iIAEESE — Chris
Loving God, you a.re worthy of all our praise. You made us, you know us, and BN (REERA T, (RO TRALARNREAT RN E L ST
you never stop loving us. Your love does not run out, wear out, or fade away.
We adore you for being constant when everything else changes. 1. IFNBASERASER TASIRE, HELYIEMERNE, SRR
We confess that our worship gets mixed up. We say we love you with our N BT
words, but we end up putting other things first. We listen to voices that tell us to HAT/UCRTF!
have more, be more, and prove our worth. We get busy chasing idols that AN BARVSFHREREL. BAIIOBERER REFMERINEYREENL
cannot satisfy, save, or hold us. Forgive us for forgetting who you are and
whose we are. o FATRITABLIUEAIEREES. MAEZ. IEAECMMENFS. i)

Clear our eyes and soften our hearts. Help us let go of the false gods we carry.
Teach us again to worship you alone, not just with our lips, but with lives full of

ICEEFHPLEAREHE. REEFEERAIAEEGR. RIFHBIAEAFK T

kindness, honesty, and generosity. BTIRE®E S TRIIBTH®E,

Show us how to love other people more, to include the left out, to forgive the

difficult, and to share your love in small, everyday ways. KRAFERSEAIRVIRES, IR ERNBI 0. FEIEA I FATIVERS RS, BREE
in the name of Jesus. AMEN. RAREGFHR A RS ERZRCE. RS,

KIFEHFAVEFBE SRR R SERNAN FERCNA A EREE
BV NERDERAIZE.
ZRHRERATEK, Bafid,

Word of Grace — Chris EIMAgE — Chris

Friends, hear this good news. YR e ==y
Our hearts may wander, but God’s love does not.

Even when we chase false gods, God keeps calling us beloved. BAIO TS BHNELRS



In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are welcomed, and you are loved with a B PR B MR TASENA,
whole heart.

So come home and love God again. FEEPEREE R (F= M A RZEWID FHEe beEEES.

FTLARIZSE, R E L,

The Peace — Chris E&[a® — Chris

ni?y (shalom) (Hebrew) ni7 (shalom) (FHAEIE)
42 (ping’an) (Mandarin)

Ry P2l ina’3 =iz MY
Damai (Bahasa Indonesia) & (ping'an) (HiE1E)

FLOMGIT6UILD (samathanam) — (Tamil) Damai (ENEEFEIE)

=t (pyeonghwa) — (Korean) FLOMGITEUILD (samathanam) — (FK/RIT)
2> (salam) — (Farsi / Arabic) ~

Kalinaw — (Visaya — Philippines) B2} (pyeonghwa) — (FiE)

Male me gora — (Nuer — South Sudan) S (salam) — CEERE/MIEHEE)

enfd (shanti) — (Hindi — India)
Kalinaw — (4ETNE—IERE)

EEOFT)
enfa (shanti) — (EPHE—ENREE)

The peace of Christ be always with you: Male me gora — (83/RiE

and also with you.

EEENTFRESIRIEE:
B5IRETE.

Gospel Reading — David Morgan ESBLEL — David Morgan



Matthew 6:19-24 (NRSVue)

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is healthy, your whole body
will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If, then, the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love
the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.

Matthew 22:34-40 (NRSVue)

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a
question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?” 37 He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 38 This is the greatest and
first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’” 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the living Word:
thanks be to God.

OKiES 6:19-24(f18 %)
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SKIEE 22:34-40(H15 %)

34 IEZRIF AT WERERE(E TR AR M RERES. 35 WPBE—ITAR
M, ERERER LAtk 36 “K+F % LAYHEs, I—RE&RARIE?"37
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FXEZRNERE, BAREXALEIE:
RGN

With the Children — Chris JLEERSB] — Chris



Song — Love the Lord your God

Summary (lyrics not reproduced): A simple song for children based on the great
commandment: love God with everything we are, love other people as we love
ourselves, and live out the love of Jesus.

ek — "B ERAYE”

B B IAIANR) - XA B — B LE T, AR F i £ 2=,
BN, HG I,

Bible Reading — David Morgan FEZ42 — David Morgan

Exodus 32:1-14 (NRSVue)

1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain,
the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come, make gods for us,
who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the
land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to them,
“Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your
daughters and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the gold rings from
their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took these from them, formed them
in @ mold, and cast an image of a calf, and they said, “These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he
built an altar before it, and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow
shall be a festival to the LORD.” 6 They rose early the next day and offered
burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being, and the people sat down to
eat and drink and rose up to revel.

7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought
up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to
turn aside from the way that | commanded them; they have cast for themselves
an image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" ” 9 The
LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10
Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may
consume them, and of you | will make a great nation.”

11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt

HIRRIE 32:1-14(F1&F)
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with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It
was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self,
saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all
this land that | have promised | will give to your descendants, and they shall
inherit it forever.” ” 14 And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that
he planned to bring on his people.

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the living Word:
thanks be to God.

fibflIH 2, R B RS A IRTELL IS MM ERRR YRR AR
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JIXEERNEE, B AREXALEIE:
RGN

Reflection — lan HERE — lan

So friends, | want to smash some idols today. Like Moses: Exodus 32:19-20
(NRSVue) As he came near and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’s anger
burned hot, and he ... took the calf that they had made, burned it with fire,
ground it to powder, scattered it on the water, and made the Israelites drink it.
That sounds great, and | want to smash some idols too.

| thought I'd start with my phone, this portal to so many idols. I'll be worth the
cost to avoid the temptation of idolatry, because as you know there are only two
sins in the bible, right? Idolatry and injustice. Idolatry is a failure to love God with
all our heart, mind, soul and strength. And injustice is a failure to love our
neighbour as ourselves. Now you might say to me, “lan, | have plenty of other
sins.” But in this way of thinking every other sin is a failure of love in one of
these two directions — a failure to honour God or a failure to care for neighbour.

I’'m not going to go to the wall over this, by all means share all your non-
idolatrous non-injustice oriented sins with me after the service. But for now, let’s
just focus on idolatry. We rightly talk a lot about injustice in the Uniting Church
— we’ve got a committee devoted to it in this congregation, we’re about to hold
a Fete to raise money for justice projects, so right now | think we’ve got injustice
covered — we could always do more, but for today, let's do some idol
smashing.

FHRAAR, S REBMILMER. SMEEA—F:HIZRRIC 32:19- 2015 X)) ER
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I'll start with this iPhone 15 pro and if any of you would like to offer up your
phones as well I'd be happy to smash them on your behalf. Perhaps you're not
a big phone user, that’s fine, | can come around to your house and smash your
TV or your computer for you — I'd be glad to, it would be an honour.

Idolatry drives so much of the action in the Bible. Major plot points like the
Babylonian exile, Elijah’s contest with the prophets of Baal, Daniel’s friends in
the fiery furnace, all these and more turn on the question: which god will have
our ultimate allegiance?

Is this still a relevant question? Is idolatry still a problem today — a problem for
me to wield my iconoclastic hammer at?

The bible describes a world in which there are many gods competing for
people’s loyalty. In today’s public religious discourse in this post-Christian
society of ours, if people are thinking about God at all, the question tends to be:
“does capital ‘G’ God exist”? There is either One-God or No-God. Not so in the
bible. There the question is not “does God exist?”, but “to whom among the
gods will you give your allegiance?” and of course the bible is not unbiased
about the correct answer to that question as the story of the Golden Calf
demonstrates.

Here comes Moses, down from the mountain carrying the two tablets of stone
engraved with the law that binds God and this people together. Moses sees
what is going on with the Golden Calf and throws the tablets to the ground in a
rage breaking them.

Which reminds me of what happened when Steve Jobs, the inventor of the
iPhone, iPad, iMac etc, arrived in heaven (which he got to via Zen Buddhism).
At the Pearly Gates St Peter says, “Mr Jobs, thank God you’re here!” and he
immediately escorts Steve through. Inside Steve sees an man with a long beard
standing forlornly on a cloud, holding two big cracked slabs of stone with words
engraved on them. “Moses!” calls Peter, “Over here! Come and meet, Steve.
He’s gonna upgrade your tablets...”

Of course he is.

HFAMXER iPhone 15 Pro FFi8, MNERMNYEFHFAMEEM LB CHWFH, EKE
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What is the first thing that is written on those broken tablets? It’s the Big 10, isn’t
it, the commandments? — note Commandments One and Two, the headliners: |
am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery; ONE. you shall have no other gods before me. TWO. You
shall not make for yourself an idol, in the form of anything that is ... on the earth

.. You shall not bow down to them or worship them ... You shall not make gods
of silver alongside me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold’ (20:22-
23). You see, the Golden Calf is a complete betrayal of God'’s first and second
priority point by point.

“You shall have no other gods before me,” says the Lord.

“Come, make gods for us” say the people to Aaron.

“You shall not make for yourselves gods of gold,” says the Lord.

Aaron took the people’s gold and formed it in a mould.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything that is on the
earth,” says the Lord.

Aaron cast an image of a calf.

You shall not bow down to them or worship them.

The people offered burnt-offerings to the calf and brought sacrifices of well-
being.

It's a complete betrayal of God’s top priority — don’t put anything else before me.

Why not? What is the big deal here? What harm is there in a statue or two? Is
our God so insecure, like a narcissistic tyrant who can’t bear to have people’s
attention off them for a moment? — someone who would rather watch the world
burn than share power or attention with another? It can seem that way, until we
remember what ultimately motivates our God — and that of course is love — the
bible teaches that ours is a God of steadfast love and mercy, grace and
compassion, healing and forgiveness, justice and peace.

10
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Bad things happen when people commit idolatry in the bible: exile, death,
destruction — we could see this as the expression of God’s wrath — in fact we
are encouraged to by our reading today: Exodus 32:9-10 The LORD said to
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may consume them... Angry!
But then Moses says, “Pull your head in, God. Remember how you are a God of
steadfast love and mercy who seeks to liberate the world through flawed human
beings.” And God says, “Oh yeah, thanks for reminding me, Moses.” And the
LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his
people Exodus 32:14. Grace, forgiveness, and salvation in action.

This is the God we are called to put before all others. One who puts aside wrath
for salvation. And it is not always easy to follow this God. At times it might feel
like wandering lost in the wilderness, hungry and thirsty in our souls. Like the
ancient Israelites, we might feel like turning to the god of the quick fix, or the
god of the easy answer, or the god of false security.

And my God, this phone is a compelling portal to all those gods. So I'm going to
smash the hell out of it. I've brought this bag to put it in so the glass doesn’t go
everywhere.

Now before | do, | want to acknowledge that iconoclasm, the smashing of idols,
has a troubled history in our multi faith world, and the church is not innocent. In
recent years the Taliban and ISIS have ravaged the religious sites of
Afghanistan, Syria and Irag. Back in the day, the Soviet Union demolished
thousands of churches, and China’s Cultural Revolution brought similar
destruction. But Christians have done this too, often to one another. In the
Reformation and at other times, Christians have wiped out one another’s artistic
and spiritual treasures. I'm not condoning religious vandalism here today. I'm
just trying to tune into what matters to God, trying to get my religious priorities
right. Trying to turn away from the idols of emptiness.

Who are they? — the gods that clamour for our attention and allegiance and
worship through our phones, or TVs, or computers today? — calling to us from
all those innocuous little coloured icons on our screens.

My phone is a portal to shrines of insta-beauty, filled with idols whose faces and
bodies have been Al manipulated to meet unattainable beauty ideals, skeletal
women, and muscle sculptured men. We have influencers to worship now,
online celebrities, contemporary idols, selling us a better reality than our own.
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My phone is a portal to anything | could ever want to buy. Yes, | confess | am an
online shopper, pouring money into Jeff Bezos’s capacious pockets. Personally,
| like camera gear, but haven’t | already got enough lenses? “No!” cries the
algorithmic advertising assault on my weaknesses. “You can never have
enough of anything! That hole inside you can only be filled with the worship of
possessions.”

This phone is a portal to the newsfeeds | am addicted to following. In here there
is clickbait, tempting me with scandal or tragedy or novelty or someone else’s
humiliation; shocking me, enraging me, raising my anxiety levels. There is
infotainment here to reinforce my ideological tendencies, sucking us all into
culture wars, dividing us, corrupting us, making us hate one another, turning
ideology into religion.

This phone is a portal to money: the idol that Jesus rails against the most. In
here, crypto fortunes are to be made and lost, money is washed clean, and
poured into gambling apps where wealth is sacrificed to greed and desperation.
Is money our highest God? “No one can serve two masters,” says Jesus, “You
can’t serve God and wealth.” Wealth can be an idol pulling us away from God.

It can soul crushing, so I’'m going to take it out on technology.

Now this might all be sounding a bit moralistic and judgemental today — not my
favourite style of religion. All | really want to know is, what are we missing out on
when the idols of the world monopolise our attention? When we give that part of
ourselves that craves meaning and purpose and hope and peace and
belonging, when we give our hearts to these idols who want to consume us
rather than nourish us. What are we missing out on when we make gods of
things that ultimately do not bring us peace — when we “worship” spiritually
empty things?
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My phone says, come and give me all your attention, worship the idols | offer,
and you will escape the stresses of life — but | end up feeling more stressed
scrolling through those eternal feeds. Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” | know that when | am
loving God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength, when I lay in the arms of
the true living God revealed to us by Moses and Jesus, | know | am happier,
calmer, stronger, more hopeful, even in my wilderness places. The God | love
brings me to face my struggles, rather than offering escape from them. And in
my place of struggle God is with me offering healing, hope, and salvation.

But | do love my phone as well. And of course | also have a tablet which does
everything my phone does only better (with slightly less portability), and I'm not
planning to smash this. Can | honour God with my devices? — rationing their
use to make space for prayer, spiritual reflection and enjoyment of God’s good
creation? My phone gives me just about every bible translation in the world. It
also offers me beautiful music to listen to, and powerful stories to hear, a way to
keep close contact with my loved ones, live updates from of my grandchildren
on the days when | don’t see them. | can nurture friendships with people | would
otherwise not see. | can love my neighbour with this phone, and perhaps | can
even love God while keeping it.

Smash it? Yes. No. Yes. No.

Finally it is not about breaking things. It is about what happens in my heart. It is
about where my love goes. May it go to one who first loved me.

Let us pray.
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Loving God, We turn us again to you, EERM,
from the clamouring voices

of the world demanding BB RERR,
our attention and devotion. EIHE FIREEENES
We turn with love to you . e e "
who first loved us. ENREHINMEEHFIERW,
Teach us to put aside distractions. H (I H A BB AR
May our phones serve o ’
our love for you REEEBINIME,
and for our neighbours BSHNBETERNH DS,
and not stand in its place. -
In the name of Jesus, BENFEN
who invites us to come RS FHII4R
to him and rest. Amen. _
I BEHIE,
MARRAXENME,
FHRERRY A,
IS H NI EATER R,
BT,

Offering Song - Lord, | Give You My Heart (Hillsong) ENFI - (£ BILOBREHR) (Lord, | Give You My

Heart,Hillsong)

Summary (lyrics not reproduced): A song of wholehearted devotion. The singer BB BT R I E—E 2 EBEGEE, SRS, T
offers heart, soul and every moment of life to God in worship, and asks God to

have his way in their life. FIEBHIEF—ZY G878 FF TR AP E O i it S = LI,
Offering Dedication — lan EfkiEE — lan

Generous God, Ry,

everything we have comes from you:

our work, our wealth, our time, and our love. A IFTAAR—IERE(R:

Keep us from giving our hearts to things that cannot save.
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As we bring these gifts, we offer ourselves with them, B TIE. BAIME. B I098TE FIRRA TR,
to love you with all that we are
and to love our neighbours as ourselves. KRARMRSTFEA ], A O ABER A=)
May what we give be used for justice and mercy, szt P et BT ER S FE S
and for the good of your world. o ’ ’
In the holy name of Jesus we pray. Amen. LB 12 EBR0FT2RER,

HEWBSMEE .
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FHREAZEHEITK, B,

Prayers of the People — John Hurst £#5 — John Hurst

[Led by John Hurst] [EE John Hurst %"{'\ﬁ]

Sending Song — To God Be the Glory (TIS 147) EiEiFTH - (GHEI3FH) (To God Be the Glory,TIS 147)

Summary (I){rics not reproduced): A hymn Qf praise for What God has done BRIEE B D) IR — S S N B S I X 1 5EHY
through Christ: love for the world, redemption, and forgiveness for all who
believe. Its refrain invites everyone to hear God’s voice, praise and rejoice, and = &. L ILUARIGZE—SZEHIMNE., FIFEEANBIB TS, #EHS

it looks ahead to the joy of seeing Jesus. e L
NE iR L )BTRS

Blessing and Sending — lan RS EE — lan

May God, who brought the Israelites out of slavery, ERRRL AT B 51 A B BT 4G
free us from every idol that claims our hearts.

May Christ, who is God with us, EEAHER—Y) SIERATORMBE.
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draw our love toward God and toward our neighbour.

May the Spirit, who makes all things new,
give us courage to put God first in all we do.

And the blessing of God,
Source, Word and Breath of life and love,
be with you now and always.

In the name of Christ.
Amen.
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