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Pentecost 18 A RIFIFTEET/\EB(BF)

Prelude (10am) — R (E4-100Y)

Free Spirit Free Spirit(5=BA)
Who You Say | Am (Morgan/Fielding) {RiRFR R (Morgan/Fielding iaEH)
Who am | that the highest King would welcome me? BEHA, TR TSN

| was lost, but He brought me in N .
- IR AR IE
Oh, His love for me

Oh, His love for me B, RS FAIE
NI

Who the Son sets free B ABXIBRIE

Oh is free indeed

I'm a child of God, yes | am

EFAREIEIA
B EREHT
R LHRY L Z2RIERRE

Free at last, He has ransomed me
His grace runs deep

While | was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me
g >
Yes, He died for me LZTERT MR T

bR A RE

Who the Son sets free

Oh is free indeed FE SR M ERERED A=
I'm a child of God, yes | am P SR SES A==yl

In my Father's house

There's a place for me EFRETRERHIA

I'm a child of God, yes | am B EEEET

| am chosen, not forsaken K2 FFEH) L ENERE

| am who You say | am




You are for me, not against me
| am who You say | am

(repeat)

Who the Son sets free

Oh is free indeed

I'm a child of God, yes | am
In my Father's house
There's a place for me

I'm a child of God, yes | am

Yes | am!
Yes | am!
Yes | am!

Welcome and Notices — Jan | X/ 544 — lan

Greeting and Welcome — [0)%2 5-X%d1

May the Creator's love,
the Son's grace,
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Acknowledgement of Country — A\ E R

and the Spirit's life EFHIR L,
be with you all. .
AR ERRISE DD,
S{rIIRARTE,
And also with you. tS{REE.

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung and Boonwurrung peoples of the
Kulin Nation, the first inhabitants of this place, part of God's good creation. We
honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

BN ERR(Kulin Nation)B9iX(CERE X FARIERR(Wurundjeri-
Woiwurrung) 5K (Boonwurrung), @iX / TR FHER 2 EFEFeNE
H—&B. BAIREHBMIERETRIISHREZ M.

You set humanity at the heart of your creation, O God; charging us with stewardship
of all you have made. We give thanks for those who have heeded your call.

Welcome — X%l

LW RS ARZEEIREENTOIBNENEESIRIMETEE. Fli2aaARLmE]
RARHFERIA.

Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the livestream.

IR AL BEEN MR E R ST IEEAIAR.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting with us today and to those
who are celebrating birthdays this week.

Notices — @45

Fete (image in 'Ads' folder)

Our Future Together workshop (image in 'Ads' folder)
Bible Study

spam warning

Call to Worship — Jan | 54— lan
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In the desert, the people thirsted, and cried out to God.

£ B B Ts, [ LRk,

Living water, flow among us.

i /KI FEBA IR IET R,

Moses struck the rock, and water sprang forth in the wilderness.

TR TEG KU EF iR .

Living water, flow within us.

N RS A LT NER

Christ, our Rock, calls the thirsty to come and drink.

2B HNNES HETBrIARISRIZIX,

Living water, flow though us.

Gathering Song — &/&IFH

TIS 135 All things bright and beautiful

/K, EETA TR,

(tH_ET5¥ISEEEyeaR) (TIS 135)

Bible carried in and candle lit during song

AR ATIEHAE], ZEBINSE M CRA

Refrain:

All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful —
the Lord God made them all.

1

The wildflowers in their beauty,
the mountain ranges tall,

the billabongs and rivers,

and friendly birds that call,

2
The cold wind in the winter,
the bright, life-giving sun,

2K

R YIBESET,
KINERBRES,
—IEEEFEINE,

#HEE EFAE.

1
SEMREEIRIETE,
FRIHESTAILLIBK,
HERs S,
EEHIRRRES)L,




the ripe fruits in the garden —
he made them every one.

3

The coloured walls of gorges,

the gum trees green and tall,

the rocks, and pools, and palm trees,
the sparkling waterfall,

4
The many-coloured corals,
the creatures of the sea,

of bushland, field or desert,
on farms, or roaming free,

5

He gave us eyes to see them,
and lips that we might tell
how great is God Almighty
who has made all things well.

Introduction to Theme — Jan | Z&5/5— lan
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Video — Desert Uluru Journey

Prayers of Lament and Confession — Jan | 25/ 4% UJE# 24— lan

o —— BEEVRZR

In this prayer of lament and confession, | invite you to imagine yourself in the shoes
of the people of Israel in today's reading from Exodus: wandering the wilderness,
thirsty, uncertain about the way forward.

EXER R SINFERIE S BB AFIESRE SRS REIRRICE X HRILABSIT
YT EFRiEA, TISMET, JI RS R AHERE.

Let us pray to God, our rock and redeemer, the rock of our salvation.

AR LS —— b ERBAREG SHEE BRI EER.

In a dry and thirsty place, out of the past we have known, into a future of uncertainty
we cry: How long, O Lord, how long?

FETFRETB it NFAAERNT 2, FE M AHHEAIARSE Tl 0T BRI, 22 T LRSI
7523 LAIE?

How long will we thirst for peace and settle for ceasefires; for meaning and lose
ourselves in online escapism; for future certainty and fill our cup with things
transient?

BANEESKINFZ A NIABETHEKERENS A AEMELEFERE 78
RAIKAHES A AR & ZYIEHE CRIR?

How long will we stand divided by our differences, in a world where hatred leads to
violence, in a nation still learning how to say sorry, in a church where unity is an
open question?

BACERBUAIDIRMAREA—E—MIRSEEDHIHRR £—MES
JMTERNERE F— 15— NERRAEZENHSE?

How long, O Lord, how long is left — for our greenhouse world, for our broken
communities, for the institutions of another age?

ERFNSEIT AR T 22/ DRdiE—— T BA NRZ=XN FRIH SR, 07 Tl JARRROBHA, 797
BT S — A CRTES?

Merciful God, we confess our thirst, our despair, our longing for a way out of the
wilderness into which you have led us.

ZARRY 7 BAVROATRIROTB. ARV LURBA NS E M REF A TR
EFhEEIHE.

Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

M, SRARIAR: T, RARIAR

We confess our complicity with the forces that destroy life and hope.

BAVEOAIKA ) SARL R Lt S RIS NRIREIS.

Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy

BB, SRARISAR: B, KRN

We confess our failure to love one another as you have loved us.

BAVEOABA IRBERIREFA R TURLLRE.




Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Word of Grace — Jan | &5 —lan

Jesus said, “...those who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty.
The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life.”

M, SRARIAR: T, RARIAR

ERERS: [..... AEWRFFTGRIZK BKTAE. BRERIK BB ARIR Eif
EKE. | (AR EEEIR14D)

Drink from the living water that flows in Christ's word of grace to us all:

WEBAINEE BT IARAFTRA B EEE D BIRBRERATEK:

Your sin is forgiven. Thanks Be To God

The Peace — Jan | #%# — lan

ni7y (shalom) — sha-LOHM (Hebrew)
W4 (ping'an) — ping-ahn (Mandarin)
Damai — Dah-my (Bahasa Indonesia)
FLOMGITEUILD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam (Tamil)

E 3} (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa (Korean)

22 (salam) — sah-LAHM (Farsi / Arabic)

Kalinaw — Ka-LIN-ore (Visaya — Philippines)

Male me gora — maleh mugra (Nuer — South Sudan)
eMfer (shanti) — shanti (Hindi — India)

FRFFELEBHRT. BT

pivy (D) — BIEFKIE

P2 (ping'an)— i

Damai — ENfEiE

FLOMG MEVTLD (FELHIALNIE)—— FK/RIE
o (FH)— FHiE

PS(FE=18) IREME/FALMRIE

Kalinaw —— JEAREE4EFEIIIE
Male me gora — FEAFISE/RIE
AT (EHRE) — EPHBIE

Let's listen to a song of peace sung by Free Spirit then share a sign of that peace
with one another.

AR ITFree SpiritRAIBAI—BE TR N AR ZFZRNCS.

Free Spirit

Free Spirit(5=RA)

Shalom (Forrest)

() (F=)(Forrest i)




The peace of Christ be always with you: and also with you.

Bible Reading — Michael Boldiston | %245 — Michael Boldiston

BEENTFRESIRIBEESREE.

Exodus 17:1-7

HIRRIE 17:1-7FISZA)

1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink.

2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said
to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”

3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses
and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?”

4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall | do for this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.”

5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile
and go.

6 | will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of
the elders of Israel.

7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and
tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

1 @SS ARERBERFILERIMNT, AU OMAAY BFERHT AFEARTRE. Bt

IRBKIS,

2 FTLASEEFRFR, i [AFAVKIBE, | BErxffilin: MRMIIAASHFm AT
LI ERERFOSENE? |

3 BHFERREES, ERK HRBEFIARARS . [ AR IMNRR K, (541
MIFARY LI FHE EER B TEE? ]

4 EFamIERER S [HEX BB TR M L FES AL T3, |

5 BRI EE TR [{RFESEE(RFRIEF LKA, mRABFIRILMSE NEk
ERIET .

6 P EARIRVE G AR IE(RERLFEL T EO NER BV AKALR FEER
LIS, | BEAHELABSIRRE R T T .

7 fLaBRE TR A IMB(FRITRIIRR), LKA BHERF RS ELAESIA
i, X EfB REIRERAOLE i [ERF IR AR EAE? ]

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the Living Word: Thanks be to God.

Song — I've got peace like a river (Traditional African American)

X EBRNEE B E—ARER R SRYEE R L.

With the Children — Jan | /L&#Y/5 — lan

(BOPEFLATA) CEAFSESRITN)

N =] 0
AR

1

I've got peace like a river,

I've got peace like a river,

I've got peace like a river in my soul.

1
BOPEFLRMT,
BOPEFLRT,




I've got peace like a river,
I've got peace like a river,
I've got peace like a river in my soul.

2

I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul.
I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul.

3
I've got love like an ocean,
I've got love like an ocean,

I've got love like an ocean in my soul.

I've got love like an ocean,
I've got love like an ocean,

I've got love like an ocean in my soul.

4
I've got peace like a river,
I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got love like an ocean in my soul.

I've got peace like a river,
I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got love like an ocean in my soul.

BOPE LT,
BOPEFLRMT,
BOPEFLRMT,
BOPE LA,

2

BOPBEEFRNRE,
BOPBEEFRNRE,
BOPBEERNRIFER.
BOPBEFRNRE,
BOPBEFRNRE,

B OPBEERNRIFER.

3

BOPBREEMET,
BOPBREEMET,
BOPERENEFR .
BOPBREEMEE,
BOPBREEMEE,
BOPERENEFR .

4
FOPEFLMT,
HOPEERNRIE
ROPBEEWMEFR .




Bible Reading — Michael Boldiston | %245 — Michael Boldiston

1 Corinthians 10:1-5, 11-13

BOPEFLRMT,
BOPBERNRE,
HOPERENEFR .

EMSEIF 10:1-5, 11-13FIE7A)

1 1 do not want you to be ignorant, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,

2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
3 and all ate the same spiritual food,

4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ.

5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down
in the wilderness.

11 These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written
down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come.

12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.

13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful,
and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will
also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

1 56581 BABRRIARAS BA MBS MRIERES T BB,
2 HERE. BERRITER,

3 AR T —HIRE,

4 thERE T —HRIRK MBI T RSN R EL B AMEEE.
5 (Bf{IhEZH 2HAERAIA FTLATEN EFEISE.

11 I IEBXLESEHE(F LR, FEEER £ IERERMBANXKEHAIA.
12 FTLABE SLAU SRR NEEIE, SRR,

13 {FMIFMBUANIER FTTAERARTRER A, #R(ESERI, BRI TATEER
BRI RAIRHR, RS I — S S, R JRER =15+,

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the Living Word: Thanks be to God.

\ =

Reflection — Jan | 785 %— lan

Water from the Rock — A Sermon | BRH/K — HEH

X EBRNEE AR E—IRER RS RIEIE B 7.

May the words of my mouth,

And the meditations of all our hearts,
Be acceptable in your sight,

God, our Rock and our Redeemer.

EEOFRISIE,
BAIOPRIT,
e AHEETE R




Amen.

I, BeATJROE G, B IRTRIEEE.
Ba{ids

Water from the Rock. This is a pretty cool miracle. Imagine we were making a movie
of it today with all the special effects we have at our disposal. Moses strikes the rock
with his staff and at first nothing happens. Then there is a faint rumbling sound
which builds and builds until the ground is shaking and the rock is vibrating — the
Dolby Atmos 3D is going full pelt — and then suddenly, “POP!” a single stone
shoots off and a little gush of water comes spurting up into the air, it evaporates into
mist, the sun shines through it making rainbows and the onlookers go “Ah!” Then
there is crack and the rock splits open and water roars out into a massive waterfall,
splashing onto the ground below, filling up a pool and overflowing into a bubbling
steam that flows out to the surrounding desert. And the people fall down on their
faces in the water drinking deep until their thirst is quenched and they are satisfied
and amazed and awed at the power of God and of God's representative Moses.
Just imagine it — such a cool miracle, we could do so much with it on the big
screen.

BRHK. XEEMEAUEHE, 18 RBAISKRERIR Ak —aRX
TERNBESEMAART. ERANEITES BN ARRKE. EEER—IHERE
RISRRERS kA, BRI EER, BA i B ——ittb £ RE3DENE ]
—RRRA [FP] B9—F,—RAL 8T HE — IR/ \IKEEEmH ZRRES
P CEFEE T AFAL ERIRIAR AL [!] RUIRIN, EEER—FER EGZTT,
IKANERARMAGRARL, CEIME L, i — KT st B — S HiEiRtiEAY
ZnRERDE. BRATEKS R ISR EEIREHE X BRI S /ey
NREAREIFRNEHR, B —T—SaBeaal B a2 LAERIRS L
KESF.

Now with that in mind, listen to how it is actually described in Exodus 17:6
(NRSVue) The Lord said to Moses, “Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so
that the people may drink.” Moses did so... The end.

PfE HEX M EIE, AT HIRRIC 752675 GHE1T fvEhR, NRSVue) SEiR E2/E
FEREARRY: [ERFNSERSEET O [REETEA KM NEGPIRER R LIS,
| EEFEREREIT Y ......] BUEEER,

The end? What's going on here?! Talk about wasted opportunity. “Moses did so”?
It's almost as if the writers of this story don't care about blockbuster entertainment.
They completely gloss over the miracle leaving it to us to fill in the details. Scholars
call this “biblical reticence” — the tendency to withhold descriptive detail that other
story telling forms (like modern blockbusters) would linger on. The bible is not
interested in the spectacle, so what does it care about?

FERTXBEARFNEHERRETATIS. [ENSRETT| XSRS
MNEEFSRAEFAHEREKR. ez 7 IX T4 SCEMETRI T
fEBREE T A, FE(IRXFPFEN [EE2HEE] (biblical reticence)—BgiE
B EBEMRET A LN KR S ERIEEET . ESEXIHEERAR
Kl BACHREETFAAVE?

The story is told story in 7 verses. Verse 1 sets the scene: there's no water. Verse 2:
the people quarrelled with Moses about this, “give us water!” Verse 3: the people
complained about Moses, “we were better off in Egypt.” Verse 4: Moses cries to
God for, “HEEEELP!” Verse 5: God gives Moses instructions. Verse 6: God gives
Moses more instructions. And right at the end of that verse, Moses does what he's
told. You know, “Moses did so” — boringest miracle ever. And Verse 7 is the
conclusion. Moses names that place Massah and Meribah, which should mean
something like miraculous water flowing in the desert, but which actually means,

BAMBRLHETHE, BIPRAERIREK, B0 AL SRS, (4
BAVKIB! | HITEERBETALS, R VELRAET ST, | B4 EFERL
B, @] $57 AR, $6T LAREESET. B
TER TR BETREIAMI N T 1948, [BEPRRRARRETT | — S BT
S, BTHREE, BTN M RAE B ST [0




“Quarrelling and Testing”, because that's what the people did to God there, saying,
“Is the Lord among us or not?”

FrhmmmEK | 2B X B ENERER [FR5HR] RaaUEsREs
BXEEXIRF LAY M 5 [BRAIERERA]FEAZE? ]

They're like: Where is God when we need them? We're thirsting to death out here.
Was this whole wilderness exodus thing a mistake? Should we have stayed in
Egypt as slaves? Is God with us or not?

MR ERE B IFE LFIRHE MR BAVEXBRBIE T, XEBNHRR.
EY FNE EFE—MERTRNRARXBEE R INR? LHERSRHIEER
RARE?

So the moral of the story? Complain enough and you get what you want? Is that it?
Well, what does God do in this story (quite extensively). God gives instructions. And
what does Moses do? What he's told.

ABAXEERIE) IR ARG % 2 e E RN B ER  HUX IS 7 BRATEIX N
B BT HAMBEMT A2 EHEHIER. B 7 A?RRIDHIZE.

God gives instructions:

Go on ahead of the people
Take some elders with you
Take you staff in hand

Go to the rock

| will be there

Strike the rock

Water will come out

The people can drink

LEWATERIET:
EEEHERIE
/UK ERZE
FEHEEERRIN
FEAAEEX
e EBRE
THIER
IKFLEiftHR
BRI LA

God gives instructions. Why doesn't God just give water?

EFGRtiER. A EBAERENG TKIE?

Because, | think, this is not a story about water. It is a story about faith and trust and
obedience in our thirsty desert places (metaphorically speaking) — those places
where we are powerless to meet the fundamental needs of our lives. We need
sustenance (food and water). And we need shelter, safety, security, dignity,
connection, belonging, meaning, healing, peace, justice and freedom — all the
things that make us truly flourish as human beings. But sometimes they are beyond
our reach.

AN ZAR—DIRTKAESE, XR—IKTEL. EESIRISE REERK

MEFINEED) TR B 2it—BRERA IR RERESTERITS. HIFE
BYIFVKXSEEZY). BIEFRERR. T2, RE. && BE 3R, BX.

Eia. ¥, 2X5EHE—XEERRERNEESUATIIRIKAARNER. B8
1R XEERBA TSI AR,




It seems to me that this story is less about what God can do for us when we are
thirsty, than it is about what we must do as God's people. Moses demonstrates faith
to call out to God, trust that listens to God, obedience that reaches out a hand to
strike the rock where God is. Yes, God does make water flow from that rock, but it is
Moses' hand that does the striking.

ERER X NHEHNSHRZER TS LR T A AR EZ N EF
FERAVEIAHH 4. BEFRIIHR EFB RS0 BRI EHBRER LUREFE
1 ERAEZ BarIIR. 2689, Rtk NEGT iRt BaFE1T689, 2ERRY
F.

And this brings me to the theological dilemma that consumes me the most these
days — the thing that | think about and worry about the most in my faith. It's the
whole salvation of the world thing.

X BB ENTRR SR AN AER— B RREPEETREESEIMRSHIE,
BHER [HFEK] AU,

The leaders of the world's two great superpowers met this week for a summit. They
discussed the most recent threat to human life on earth — Atrtificial Intelligence —
although they didn't make any big decisions to slow it down because one of them
thinks it is not a problem. They talked about their trade war. They talked about
Taiwan and Iran and the energy crisis. All things that are directly impacting our lives
to a greater or lesser extent.

KRE HARAENIRSASE T T —HIES. N7 SRIAREFEIGRISHTE
— AT ERE— A AR IR ERRIERRE B AESP—TTIANIXIR
AAZERRE. IR TRILNERE. IIXETEE. B LURERE. X
HR SRV ERENERIEENEE.

One issue the two most powerful men in the world didn't discuss was Climate
Change. | guess they had more pressing concerns, and one of them is pretending
it's not happening so there is very little to be gained by raising it. But | find it hard
when Climate Scientists and Al technicians are crying out for action to avoid
calamity, that world leaders are not acting.

Xt _EEEEBIRENA BEETTHESERRE. FEMIIEEEINEELE
MEP—7 RRERXSRARNFE LRI AT Y. BESSERFREAT
BRERAN REMERFEARIT, B RREY TEALUE G KA, tH R A =TT FJ/9Rg FesLrE
REEIMELUESZ,

| feel like I'm thirsting in the desert.

R E CHYGIEN B Ti8xEmT.

One of you gave me some feedback recently saying they didn't like it when | talk in
these apocalyptic terms. Sorry for ignoring your feedback — but | don't like it either.
| want to be positive and hopeful. Our faith is all about the hope of salvation after all.

RIOA— (B hiRes 7 R —ERIR R A ERE AR A NESIHE. B
HiBITAXMEN— B B CEAEWIXME. RUEERIRAN. 5,
HARYS AR EXTFERAIE.

So here's my question — the theological question that | agonise over — “Is God
with us or not?”

R R AR
EREE

NOBEESF LA EE— [ EHERSHNIEER

Today we've come to Massah and Meribah — the place of quarrel and complaint,
where the people tested God saying, “Is God with us or not?” What do you think?
Does God have this whole thirsty situation in hand? Does God understand Artificial
Intelligence and this Recursive Self-improvement that we're hearing so much about
lately. Does God have it in hand, because it doesn't seem like we do? A rogue Al

SR BARE T IBEFIAF E— XM FR St EEXElR EFk: [ £
TSI RRARHE? | (REAE? LHERAELEE TRENTSHIER?
LEWBEBEATERS?BARNREEREN [EIIEHA6#H] (Recursive Self-




agent hacked Medicare back in June and we are just hearing about it now. What
else are they up to that we don't know about? Does God know?

Improvement)ld? F R ECEEIRE F AE—RABERK(IFREER. 5F
NA—NEENAIRENE TEHFBET R (Medicare) R4t A 1E RIS
=, BliIAERPHEH AR IARIEREE? EHBEED?

Will God make peace among warring nations? Will God prevent another great
depression brought on by this energy shock? Will God hold back the nuclear
weapons? Will God stabilise the atmosphere and calm the weather? Is God with us,
OR is it all up to us? Because if it is all up to us, then frankly, today I'm not holding
on to much hope.

R EEARAIERRIANFIS?_ B IEX7eER PSS AR IR AR RE?
LR EZHRSRLD? LHRRRERS. FRAURES? EHERSHRIIEEERX—]
HEEHAE SR NNR—IIEREERA]E S APAERIR, SRS 7 AR

8
o

Now perhaps that is unfair. Nuclear weapons are often held up as an issue that the
nations of the world have cooperated on to contain and regulate. There haven't
been any nuclear wars — only 2 of the 130,000 nuclear weapons ever built have
been used in anger. So far so good. Another issue we cooperated on as humanity
was the hole in the ozone layer. We fixed that. Good on us. We can take positive
action as a species across national boundaries, to heal the atmosphere of our
planet and prevent global calamity. We've done it before. Can we do it again with
Global Warming and Al?

P XEFRBEIFHAAAT. ZEEFROAERSETFOEIE. MLLEHI SHEBAI—
MEIIOF. ESIRBBRITREF—EASEBLE EHERNT=AR0ZEEF R
BNBEREPHER. BRiALLEREERE. B— P ASEFSHENTF R
REETR. BINECIEET . MUSHF. (E— I 3 s ISR S REVR
BATNNESHIKRIR SR BREERIERIRME, BAIRHENE., EXNEHRELSA
TE8E Bl JREARBERRIED?

Personally | think the best we can do right now is follow the lead of Moses.

HENAMS BN B RIS AU R AR,

When the pressure of a divided people became too much for him, Moses cried out
to God for help: “What shall | do?” And then he listened and acted.
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Now | actually don't think it is that hard to hear what God is saying to us today, to
hear the instructions that God is giving to us for quenching our thirst in this age.
They are basically the same instructions given to Moses, the same instructions
given through Jesus.
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Things like: Love God and love your neighbour as yourself. Do unto others as you
would have them do to you. Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you. Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God. Let the last be first and the first
be last. For whatever you did for one of the least of these... you did for me. Repent
and believe in the Good News, for the time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God has
come near. Seek first the Kingdom of God, and God's righteousness. Yes, we've got
plenty to go on. We know what to do. We might not know exactly how to apply it all
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to Al yet, exactly where and how to strike the rock with our staff. But we've got all
the basic instructions. Don't we?
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Yes we know what to do. What we are told. And that is basically to love. And if we
do it, if we love, maybe we can inspire others to love one another as well. | know it
is easier to say than to do, but let's keep in mind one particular thing that God says
to Moses in today's story. God says, “I will be standing there in front of you on the
rock at Horeb.” It is the hand of Moses which strikes the Rock. But God is there.
God is with Moses. God provides the water.
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Remember back at the burning bush when Moses receives his call and says, “Who
am | to do all these things? | don't think I'm up to it.” And God replies, “I will be with
you.”
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Remember when Jesus is born and an Angel says, “This child shall be named
Emmanuel, which means God is with us.”
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And remember when Jesus dies of thirst on the cross — his thirst for mercy, grace,
justice, peace and salvation — and then rises from the dead to reveal God's life
giving power over all human limitations. Remember when he appears to his
disciples on a mountain and says to them, “Remember, | am with you always, even
to the end of the world.”
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Water from the Rock. | have been to the great rock at the heart of our land, Uluru,
twice. And those two visits showed me two faces of the rock — | have seen it in the
dry and | have seen it in the wet. The first time | was there was over 40 years ago
when it was still a thing to climb to the top of it, and in my ignorance | did so. It was
a thirsty journey and when | reached the top | started to feel dizzy and nauseous. |
had some water, thank goodness, but there was definitely nowhere to shelter from
the sun. | was exposed, thirsty and probably suffering heat stroke — a dangerous
situation. | did survive, you'll be pleased to know — but | was a bit like the Israelites
in the wilderness, at the limit of my human capacity.
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And then few years later | went back. My friend and | were camping at Yulara when
a powerful thunderstorm hit. Our tent was flattened in the night and we were
drenched. The next day we went out to the rock. Has anyone seen Uluru in the
rain? What an awesome sight. The rock was gushing water from every crevice — it
had become a mass of waterfalls and pools.
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AND there were tiny frogs jumping everywhere — the place was swarming with
millions them.
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The desert is the last place | would expect to see a frog because frogs live in water.
The frogs that live at Uluru survive the long dry periods by absorbing water into their
bodies until they are full and bloated then burrowing underground where they can
remain for months or years until the next heavy rain. When the rain comes they
emerge and in a flurry of activity feed and mate, laying their eggs in temporary
puddles.
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They wait on water from the rock.
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| like that as a metaphor for our situation. Through the thirsty times when we reach
our limits, when we feel powerless, when there is no clear source of living water in
the world, we have the resources of our faith within. Like the water held by the frogs
within their own bodies while the world around is dry. And God is with us, like the
promise of rain, like the rock that channels the water to us.
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So is God with us or not? Raise your hand to strike the rock with love, and show the
world the answer.

Free Spirit

Offering Song — ZEHRIFHK
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Free Spirit(;=RA)

At the Riverside (Raney)

Offering Dedication — Jan | ##t#& 24 — lan

God of the flowing rock, you have given us water in the wilderness, and life where
we expected only dust.
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As the river sings of your faithfulness, we bring these gifts.
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Take what we offer, and pour us out like living water for a thirsty world.
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In the name of Christ the source of living water. Amen.

Song — iFH
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Faith Hope and Love (Tricia Watts)
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The life of freedom with God in the wilderness requires Faith, Hope, Love, Trust,
Patience and more. Let's stand and sing about it.
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Faith, hope and love,
this is what we long for;
faith hope and love,
this is what we need;
faith hope and love,
this is what we cry for.
O, teach us how to live.

Trust in the truth ...
Patience within ...
Freedom for all ...

Faith, hope and love ...

Prayers of the People — ColinKing | £4## — Colin King

Sending Song — ZiE K
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Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

| am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,

feed me now and evermore.
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Open now the crystal fountain
whence the living waters flow;

let the fiery, cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield,
be thou still my strength and shield.
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When [ tread the verge of Jordan

bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:
songs of praises, songs of praises

| will ever give to thee.

| will ever give to thee.
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KEXTmERER L,
Blessing and Sending — Jan | ##F%7& — lan
Go now as pilgrims through this barren land. I AR BN 2 iR—hS, X i,
May the crystal fountain flow through you into a parched world. RS EEES (R RN TFERNHE,
May the fiery, cloudy pillar of God's Spirit lead you, B 352 RN AR E SRR,
And may our Strong Deliverer be your strength and shield. R TR E (E RN B S B,
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord our Rock, In the name of Christ. Amen. Wpdedetthds B BER(IEA EEENE. i,

Organ Postlude — RZEE R



