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Order of Service — 23 August 2026 — Pentecost 13A
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Prelude — Day by Day | Am Carried (Geoff Bullock)

A contemporary worship song by Geoff Bullock. It reflects on God's steady, healing
love that carries us like living water through every storm — mercy that forgives
freely, conquers shame, mends what is broken, and lifts up the weary heart. The
refrain pictures the singer held in the arms of grace and love divine, washed by pure
water and carried by scarred, healing hands, rising above darkness, failure, fear and
pain through grace that never changes.

Prelude — Day by Day | Am Carried (Geoff Bullock)
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TIS245 — We Have a Gospel to Proclaim (verses 1-4)

A hymn proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. It tells of his birth at Bethlehem
— not in a royal house, but in a humble stable, the Word made flesh, a light for all;
of his death at Calvary, hated by those he came to save, giving his life in lonely
suffering on the cross; and of his glorious resurrection on Easter morning, breaking
the power of death and hell so that we might share in his victory.

TIS245 — We Have a Gospel to Proclaim (verses 1-4)
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Welcome and Notices — Chris

Wi S5ikE — Chris

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Greeting and Welcome
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Acknowledgement of Country

As we gather for worship in Glen Waverley, we acknowledge the Wurundijeri
Woiwurrung and Bunurong peoples of the Kulin Nation. And wherever you are on
the live stream, take a moment to remember the local first peoples.

We honour their Elders past and present, and recognise the continuing connection
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to land, water, community and
culture.

As we worship the Creator, may we listen with humility to the wisdom, history and
living cultures of the First Peoples of this land. May our worship lead us towards
justice, respect and reconciliation.

Acknowledgement of Country
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Welcome
Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the livestream.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting with us today and to those
who are celebrating birthdays this week.

Happy Birthday to David Yeo for yesterday — 22nd August (88) — David's family
have provided a cake for morning tea.

Welcome
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Notices

Bible Study

Trivia Night

Child Safe training

Special service (including launch of Mission Plan) next week

Notices
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Bible and Candle — Chris

As the Bible is brought into our gathering, we welcome the story of God's love. May
its wisdom guide our worship and shape the way we live.

In lighting this candle, we remember the light of Christ that shines in every place.
May we receive that light and carry it into the world.

Bible and Candle — Chris
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Call to Worship — Chris

God calls us to come together in love.

We come from many places and many stories.
God meets us with kindness and grace.

We bring our joys and our worries.

Let us praise God with all that we are.

We worship God with thankful hearts.

Call to Worship — Chris
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Song of Praise — TIS111 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (verses 1, 2,
3&)5)

A classic hymn of praise celebrating God as the Almighty King of creation, our
health and salvation. It calls all people to draw near in glad adoration, reflecting on
how God shelters, sustains and prospers those who trust in him, and inviting all who
have life and breath to join in praise.

Song of Praise — TIS111 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (verses 1,
2,3&5)
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Introduction to Theme — lan

This morning we hear and see the story of Moses' birth. We'll look at it once with the
children to enjoy what a rollocking good tale it is, and then we'll hear it read to listen
for the fine detail of a complex and beautifully told reflection on power and salvation.
As we go through it each time, keep an ear out for who acts, and who is acted upon.
From where does the courage and faithfulness that facilitates God's salvation arise?
It might not be who or where we expect.

Introduction to Theme — lan
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Prayers of Adoration and Confession — Chris

God of life, we praise you because you make a way where there seems to be no
way. You protect the weak, bring hope in dangerous places and work through
people the world may overlook. You are present in the quiet courage of ordinary
people, in the care of a mother, in the watchfulness of a sister and in every act that
protects life. We adore you because your saving love flows like water, bringing life,
freedom and new beginnings.

Merciful God, we confess that we do not always protect life as you do. We can
ignore people who are suffering, stay silent when others are treated unfairly and
choose our own comfort instead of standing with those who need help. We
sometimes believe that only powerful people can make a difference, and we forget
that you work through humble and faithful hearts.

Forgive us, God of life. Give us courage to speak, compassion to act and wisdom to
know how to help. Make us people who bring your life-giving love to others, through
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession — Chris

Sl £, BAVEER, BAMREUFREITEZL, ARIFTHER, (RRFER
SSRIN, R RInE, WETHAEEBIHAERIES. RIGETFFENLA
RENESH, IREFTEFROXINT, IRETIERITES, IRETE—MRIFLD
AYTENR. FRJEGHR, ERRINZKRE, HkEd. BRSHITHA.
BRI LET, VRN, BIIARSRGIFIERIPEmD. HITENBAZEN
A, EMAZEIARLFERIFIAR, ERECHEE, MARSHRERSINARE
. HMBEHLAREENBENASEETREE, Tic TIRESTEREEEHIOTIE.
Sl £, KIFHRBIR]. BEBANERIES. TR, LARKIEI#EEN
ARYEZR., KIRERIIIRGERRIETEMARIA, EEIRRESHEES.
Bai].

(FXENFEIRIE, 1FEHEALIERNT)

Word of Grace — Chris

God's love is at work even through our small and imperfect acts of courage. In
Jesus Christ, God meets us with compassion, frees us from our past and calls us to
share that same grace with others.

Friends, in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.

Word of Grace — Chris
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The Peace — Chris
ni7y (shalom) — sha-LOHM (Hebrew)

42 (ping'an) — ping-ahn (Mandarin)
Damai — Dah-my (Bahasa Indonesia)
FLOMGITEUILD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam (Tamil)

&3} (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa (Korean)
2>\ (salam) — sah-LAHM (Farsi / Arabic)
Kalinaw — Ka-LIN-ore (Visaya — Philippines)
Mal — mul (Nuer — South Sudan)

The Peace — Chris
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eMfer (shanti) — shanti (Hindi — India)

The peace of Christ be always with you:
and also with you.

Kalinaw —— #5=11E (FEERE)
Mal BIRRE (FHFT)
it (&) —— EMtE (EPE)
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With the Children — Chris
Video: Baby Moses | Stories of the Bible — Saddleback Kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hI9rDikU-FM

With the Children — Chris

Fh (B)LER) | 2EMEFRY — Saddleback Kids)LEhR
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Song — Lifesaver (Gerry Holmes)

A children’s song declaring that Jesus is our lifesaver, the saver of the soul. It
pictures moments when we find ourselves in deep water, swept out from the beach,
or in big trouble — and Jesus is the one who reaches out to save us.

Song — Lifesaver (Gerry Holmes)
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Bible Readings — Michael Boldiston
Exodus 1:8 — 2:10 (NRSVue)

1:8 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his
people, "Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we.
10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of
war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land." 11 Therefore
they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply
cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed,
the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites. 13 The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard servitude 14 and made
their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of field
labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 "When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall

EL2iF42 —— Michael Boldiston

HiIRKIE 1:8-2:10 (F1&7F)
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live." 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the
midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this and allowed the boys to live?"
19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to
them." 20 So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and
became very strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every son that is born to the
Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live."

2:1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The
woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she
hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus
basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance,
to see what would happen to him.

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to
bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity
on him. "This must be one of the Hebrews' children," she said. 7 Then his sister said
to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall | go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to
nurse the child for you?" 8 Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So the girl went
and called the child's mother. 9 Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child and
nurse it for me, and | will give you your wages." So the woman took the child and
nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and
he became her son. She named him Moses, "because," she said, "I drew him out of
the water."
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Free Spirit — Upon This Rock
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n--nZLC7nLE

Free Spirit — Upon This Rock

Free SpiritaGFEISA: (XZH_L) (Upon This Rock)
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(FXENEIE, TFEHEA LX)

Reflection — lan

iEi@ — lan

May the words...




There is a quotable quote from the international political sphere that has
been doing the rounds since January. It goes like this: “We live in the real
world — the real world that is governed by strength, that is governed by
force, that is governed by power. These are the iron laws of the world since
the beginning of time.” Strength. Force. Power. Heard that being quoted
lately? I've got three questions: Who said it? Is it true? What does God think
about it?
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Who made this bold declaration? — anyone know? These are the widely
reported words of one of the most powerful men in the world right now,
White House Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy, and Homeland Security
Advisor, Stephen Miller. He was articulating the guiding principle of the
current USA administration in regard to the international order, their
approach to foreign affairs. And it is an approach we're seeing played out
globally in war and trade and diplomatic relations right now.
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So is it true? Are force, strength and power the iron laws of the real world
since the beginning of time? ... Yes? | think that might be a fair observation,
mightn't it? History shows that strength, force and power have always
shaped borders and trade, war and peace, the rise and fall of empires. The
powerful have always sought to impose their strength — “the strong do what
they can, and the weak suffer what they must” goes another much older
quote that is also doing the rounds at the moment. But does that make it
right? Is it a law since the beginning of time that must be obeyed? | wonder
what God thinks about that? What is an appropriately Christian approach to
this question of power, and the right way to use it? Let's go to ancient Egypt
to find out.
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The story of the birth of Moses features a mighty king over a great empire,
Pharaoh the emperor of Egypt. And he is very unhappy today, because of all
the immigrants. “Look,” he says, “the Israelite people are more numerous
and more powerful than we are. At the rate they're breeding they'll soon
replace us here in our own land!” So he enslaves them and forces them to
do all the dirty, difficult work that the Egyptians themselves don't want to do.
[I suspect if you ended up in a nursing home in Egypt at that time, all the
staff would be Israelites.] But, says the story, the more they were oppressed,
the more they multiplied and spread. Enslaving them is not working for
Pharaoh. And so he moves directly to genocide — kill all their sons, only let
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their daughters live. That should work, because you know, strength, force,
power, iron law since the beginning of time.
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This story about mighty Pharaoh is laced with irony. Irony is saying the
opposite of what you mean, right?— and narrative irony is when the
opposite happens to what a character in a story intends. Pharaoh's attempts
to undermine Israel's future keep producing the opposite result. And it all
hinges on the actions of women. Notice, this is a story about women. Only
two men are mentioned in it, and they remain unnamed — Pharaoh is one
and the other is Moses' father who gets half a verse in which he is little more
than a sperm donor before disappearing from the story.
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It is the women who feature, starting with the two midwives, Shiphrah and
Puah — they are named alongside Pharaoh who remains unnamed. And by
the way, that means we don't know which historical pharaoh is being
referred to here — there is great scholarly debate about who it might be, but
in the story as it is told, his anonymity is part of the point. It makes him a
stereotype, a stock figure — the arrogant tyrant — and we are therefore
freed to project onto him any other arrogant tyrant we might happen to
know.
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Shiphrah and Puah, the two midwives tasked with killing Hebrew babies, are
little people next to the great king, but they have names in this story and he
does not — and they disobey and undermine him: “Oops, sorry Pharaoh, the
boys pop out before we get there — you know these Hebrew women, the
babies just fall out them, we can't help it if we are not there in time to murder
them for you.”
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Why on earth do these women risk their lives crossing Pharaoh like that —
Pharaoh with all his strength and force and power? The story spells the
answer out for us: because the midwives feared God they didn't do as the
king of Egypt commanded them... So God dealt well with the midwives and
because they feared God he gave them families, while the Hebrews
multiplied and became very strong.
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So I think we can safely say that in this one isolated instance, God takes the
side of the vulnerable, weak and powerless — marginalised slaves — and
works salvation through humble, defenceless, overlooked figures — women
in this case — overcoming the strength, force and power of the mighty from
below. | wonder if this will be a pattern we are going to see repeated?
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Spoiler alert, yes it sure is — turns out it is one of the main themes of the
whole bible. It is going to repeat all the way through until we get to humble
Jesus of Nazareth and see him crucified by worldly strength, force and
power. But amazingly, that will not be the end of his story. No, because on
the third day after his death, the iron laws of strength, force and power are
overturned forever.
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But back to ancient Egypt and the narrative irony afflicting Pharaoh. As the
story goes on he decides to double down on the whole infanticide thing,
despite the fact that up till now, it has been producing the opposite result to
what he intended. He decrees, “Drown the Hebrew's sons in the river Nile,
but let their daughters live, because what harm could daughters possibly do,
useless, weak and powerless as they are? | mean, daughters... it's not as if
they would ever dare undermine my authority or defy my strength, force and
power — iron law since the beginning of time.”
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Well, Friends, it turns out that Pharaoh has a daughter himself. And observe
the layers of irony slathered on to the story as she enters it. We meet her
bathing in the river Nile, the same river in which Hebrew sons are being
drowned, and upon which a certain newborn boy has been floated in a
basket. Pharaoh's chosen channel of death, is now where the waters of life
and salvation flow.
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The daughter of Pharaoh comes down to the river, sees the child, hears his
cries and takes pity on him, she shows him compassion, and draws him out
of the water, caring for his needs with the ironic help of the child's sister and
mother who is paid from Pharaoh's own budget to nurse her own son, the
saviour to be, the coming nemesis of Egypt.
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The Egyptian Princess's actions towards this forbidden baby actually mirror
God's own actions toward Israel later in the story. God will say to the adult
Moses: Exodus 3:7-8 (NRSVue) “I have seen the misery of my people who
are in Egypt; | have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed,
| know their sufferings, [| have compassion for them] and | have come down
to deliver them from the Egyptians.” — to draw them out of Egypt just as
Pharaoh's daughter drew the baby from the water in his floating basket. Yes,
irony upon irony, a member of the Egyptian royal family, an enemy of Israel,
mirrors God, offering salvation, and thereby undermining the might of
Pharaoh. Daughters, eh?
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I'm starting to think that we humans should be very careful about exercising
imperial power, about using force to colonise others, about trusting strength
of arms to get our way. Because we risk finding ourselves the victims of
divine irony like Pharaoh. We need to make sure we are aligning ourselves
with the daughters in this story — that we are on the right side of the divine
irony that works salvation through those with no obvious real world power.
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Now | suspect that none of us here have the strength, force and power of a
Pharaoh. But nor are most of us oppressed in the way the Hebrew slaves
are by Pharaoh. Certainly some of us are members of currently persecuted
minority groups — immigrants and trans people for example — but on the
whole, this story doesn't seem to be directly applicable to most us.
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But | think there is nonetheless a clear call in it for people who profess faith
in this God, the God of Moses and the God of Jesus — | think there is a
clear call for us to align ourselves with those who are marginalised and
persecuted, and even to intentionally look for ways to undermine the
powerful when they use strength and force in corrupt, violent and unjust
ways as Pharaoh does, and as we see many powerful leaders doing in our
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world today. | think it is part of being Christian to seek to undermine such
power.
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But there's more, when Moses' mother floats him on the river — Pharaoh's
river of death, which she turns into the waters of life — when she floats him
there, the same word is used for his basket as is used for Noah's Ark. The
old King James Version spells it out like this: His mother took for him an ark
of bulrushes, and daubed it with pitch, and put the child therein (Exodus 2:3
— KJV) — an ark of bulrushes.
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You see, like Noah, this baby is chosen by God to preserve, restore and
carry forward the life of God's good creation through the destructive waters
of chaos. The story of Moses's birth, therefore, is not just about rescuing the
enslaved from the powers of oppression — it is about that — but this rescue,
this salvation, also has cosmic significance. It serves to help bring about the
kind of world God is creating, redeeming and sustaining.
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And that is a real world where there is no iron law of strength, force and
power, certainly not from the beginning of time.
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No, from the beginning, God has sought only to grow the goodness of
creation, and Moses is part of that growth. He is born not simply to rescue
one people, but through them to keep that river of life flowing for all people,
for the whole earth all its creatures, for the entire universe, for all time.
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The actual iron law from the beginning of time is flourishing life,
compassionate love, and healing peace for all. Today we see it floating in a
basket on a river. One day we will see it lying in a manger in Bethlehem. So
that every day we may live the love that raises up the lowly, brings down the
powerful, and makes all things new again.
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Let's live that love. In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Offering Song — TIS621 O God of Every Nation (tune Wolvercote)

A hymn asking God to redeem every nation and race, and to heal a world torn apart
by hatred and fear. It prays for deliverance from the pursuit of wealth and power,
from trust in weapons of destruction, and from pride of race and status. It asks God
to strengthen those who labour for peace, sustaining them through fear and dread
of war, and looks forward to the day when war ceases, hatred and division give way
to love and peace, and Christ reigns victorious in truth and justice.

Offering Song — TIS621 O God of Every Nation (tune Wolvercote)
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Offering Dedication — lan

We bless you, Lord God, creator of the world; from you every good and perfect gift
comes. Accept these offerings of ours as first fruits of our love and gratitude, and
enable us to give ourselves wholly in the life of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Offering Dedication — lan
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Prayers of the People — Ross Mackinnon

f£#% —— Ross Mackinnon

Sending Song — The River Is Here (Andy Park)

A song celebrating the river of God flowing down from the mountain, through valleys
and fields, bringing refreshing wherever it goes. It describes the river as teeming
with life, reviving all who touch it, and pictures the gathered people dancing,
laughing and giving praise as they draw near to the presence of the Lord.

Sending Song — The River Is Here (Andy Park)
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Blessing and Sending — lan

This week, may the courage of midwives,
the watchfulness of a sister,

the compassion of a daughter,

take hold of you, and turn you toward

the saving power of God,

in the ordinary and the overlooked,
working from below, and among us.

Blessing and Sending — lan
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Go in peace,
with the blessing of God,

Source, Word and Breath of life and love.

In the name of Christ.
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