Glen Waverley Uniting Church
Sunday Service — English / # X (Simplified) Parallel Order of Service

X ELE ARG — Chinese translation is a draft

Order of Service — 16 August 2026 | Pentecost 12A

Prelude

TIS738 — Shout to the Lord

An exuberant call to praise, celebrating God's power and majesty and God's
steadfast love as shelter and strength, and inviting all the earth to join the shout of
worship.

Welcome and Notices — lan

Greeting and Welcome

TIS738 — (FEENFIR)
—EEERINEEC T, MFEHIRRESET, ARESEINENREFSHE
. BiEe—EAESEE.

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Acknowledgement of Country

FW: BFAIEEAEERIRE. HRIR
[EE.

. ERARGE, BSIFIRA

i

an: th5IREE.

As we gather here in Glen Waverley we acknowledge the Wurundjeri-
Woiwurrung and Bunurong peoples of the Kulin Nation. And wherever you
are on the live stream take a moment to remember the local first peoples.

From river to ocean, from campfire to hearth,
may the First People who have cared for this Land be blessed.

From breath to song, from step to dance,
may those who follow your ancient stories
guide us on the journey of living honourably in this place.

From greeting to Amen, from silence to chorus,

A IEtCFEFHEF) (Glen Waverley) BE, ZELFIALHENEMERR (

Kulin Nation) HS{SFER)-KFS(E (Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung) &S
fRE (Bunurong) HRRERETFIFRILME. REEIEELSERESE]
BERR, —ERZIEEREZIRRER.
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may our worship join with the voices of the First Peoples of this Land. ER(IINSEES IR R SEE,

Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the livestream. IIE LN E I B SR IR 1E S E &—( L,

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting with us today RN HAREA RSEEMRR, IR AR 4 BReE raihtk,
and to those who are celebrating birthdays this week.

Bible Study Thursday night Bl 25T

First Nations Book Discussion today
/\\ MN2 ) — Eﬁ\;‘_—‘ A
The Hub special morning tea Thursday this week (raising money for Fight SRBTRERERERS

Pt AEIUThe HUbEBIZSAN (9 "XIHIIHSIRECAE" &50)
Call to Worship — lan

In the words of Psalm 67... TR E67TEMEE.. ...

May God be gracious to us and bless us ErtSIERA], S, ERSERE],

and make God's face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known upon earth,

SFIYEHFEARROEER, HEEARIHIE.

your saving power among all nations. FEBERFRERR, 65T ;

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 5 R R

let all the peoples praise you.

Let us worship God and sing our praise. LEEAI TR, TRASEE,

Song of Praise

Come, People of the Risen King (Getty) GRIB, SEETHFR) (Getty)

An invitation to people in every circumstance — joy or sorrow, young and old —to e A g P s

unite their voices in praise of the Risen King, whose steadfast love and mercy B8 MEARNA—RICEREMG. FRIFN—REMESENE

hold true through every season of life. T MATHEESBIN, ESEALNEASY,
Bible and Candle carried in during song - s At
IFHLTIERT, ELESHIERIBA

Introduction to Theme — Chris

Prayers of Adoration and Confession — lan



Our prayer of Adoration and Praise is woven from words used to describe
God in our two Bible readings today. We will sing a refrain from Psalm 67.

Sung response: TIS63 Let all the peoples praise you, O Lord (refrain only)

Let all the peoples praise you, O Lord,
let all the peoples praise you;
let all the peoples praise you, O Lord,
let all the peoples praise you.

Leader: God of justice, you bring equality to the peoples of the earth, and
guide all nations into peace.

We lift up our hearts in praise to you.

Leader: Welcoming God, Covenant maker, you gather people from every
nation together. Strangers become one family in your love.

We lift up our hearts in praise to you.

Leader: God of saving power, our deliverer, you come to us in Jesus to
upset the power structures of our world.

We lift up our hearts in praise to you.

Leader: God of grace, blessing giver, you are the Light of the World
shining upon us, you are the fire of hope burning within us.

We lift up our hearts in praise to you.

Let all the peoples praise you, O Lord,
let all the peoples praise you;
let all the peoples praise you, O Lord,
let all the peoples praise you.

HARYRSESHFFREN, BB S BMERE X PEirHRIEIES,
A WSS R67 RA—EREIHR.
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Prayer of Confession

Leader: God of justice, we confess the inequalities of our world.

Leader: God of saving power, we confess the corruption of power in our
world.

Leader: Welcoming God, we confess a hard hearted lack of hospitality in
our world.

Silence

Leader: God of grace, forgive us. Turn us again toward your light, and
burn in us with a world renewing passion for justice, peace and love.

For still we praise you...

Let all the peoples praise you, O Lord,
let all the peoples praise you;
let all the peoples praise you, O Lord,
let all the peoples praise you.

Word of Grace — lan

FEW: ANAIH, BAIFANXHREGRES,

EW: EROCRERTE, B IFIAXHFADRIMIAR,

FW: LR, FANFAXERKGOR. RS,

E@: EREAGE, RIFHGBRR), KIFERNEFEERIDE, £

MOPREEFHFAIML, BRAX. IFE5E.

T ERUR, (M IEEEESEERFN%E,
[ BRER SRR,
T ERUR, {rMIIEEESEERFO%E,
[T BRER SRR,

Hear the good news:

God's justice, saving power, welcome, and grace
have come to us in Jesus Christ

who gathers outcasts

and heals every heart with love.

Leader: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made new.

Thanks be to God.

The Peace — lan

IBITXFHE

HRIAN, RAIKRE. EASEE,
CFEERREIREEIREIEA);
fEERBHERFAIA,
UZEERE—H0.

F@: EERREEER, BASHR, BLAER.
Riisien!



ni7y (shalom) — sha-LOHM (Hebrew)
P72 (ping'an) — ping-ahn (Mandarin)
Damai — Dah-my (Bahasa Indonesia)
FLOMGIT6UTLD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam (Tamil)

T3} (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa (Korean)
22 (salam) — sah-LAHM (Farsi / Arabic)
Kalinaw — Ka-LIN-ore (Visaya — Philippines)
Mal — mul (Nuer — South Sudan)

eNfe (shanti) — shanti (Hindi — India)

Leader: The peace of Christ be always with you:

And also with you.

With the Children — Chris

Song

Great Are You Lord (All Sons & Daughters)
A simple, breath-by-breath declaration that all life, love, light and hope come from
God, moving into a chorus of praise poured out in response, with a bridge

envisioning all creation joining the song.

Bible Readings — Beth Shelton
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

1 Thus says the LORD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come

and my deliverance be revealed.

6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,

to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

ni7y (shalom) — FAKE

& (ping'an) — 445

Damai — EDfEi&

FLOMGMEUTLD (samathanam) — FK/RIE
8o} (pyeonghwa) — #HiE

P (salam) — REME / BITRAEIE
Kalinaw — JEEEAF=IIIE

Mal — B8 7RiE

efay (shanti) — EQHEE

FW: BEENFLESFIRERE:

SRR,

(EIREEKX) (All Sons & Daughters)
SSRMERMESES—ED. B, XNSWEEREw, HmbEmmOEt £
B, MRERSS Y —RMIERNSESR.

PAZIEH 56:1, 6-8

1 BRFOSEanitti :
FNSFAF, TAX,
EFAIH BT,

BRI XISERIL,

6 A BEARLSHIFNLEERSRITNBA,
BEEHfh, BRERNENE,



all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it

and hold fast my covenant—

7 these | will bring to my holy mountain

and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,

for my house shall be called a house of prayer

for all peoples.

8 Thus says the Lord GOD,

who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

Psalm 67

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,

2 that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
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5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, has blessed us.

7 May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere him.

5 IR, JEGUFRRREE(R!
[ ERER AR AR

6 WELHT L7
o, PEBAINIEH, ERESHA].

7 HEREGRSEA);
HBROPUR AR R AL,

Reflection — Chris

When | was training to become a minister, | used to do some lay
preaching at other churches from time to time. One visit stands out, for
two reasons.

At GWUC, we stand at the start of the service to welcome the Bible in and
light the Christ candle, a sign of honour to God, God's word, and the light
of Christ. It echoes the old custom of standing when a king or someone of
authority entered a room. | assumed every Uniting Church did the same.

So at this particular church, sitting about halfway back, | watched the
Bible begin its way up the aisle and started to rise with it. | got to about
half a squat before | noticed: nobody else was standing. Just me, frozen
mid-crouch, in no-man's-land, every eye in the building suddenly finding
me. | sat back down as fast as dignity allowed. Too late, you could feel all
the eyes watching me.

Later in the service, someone shared an interview about a soup kitchen
the church ran. | was genuinely moved by it. When the interviewer said,
"Let's give these guys a round of applause and give praise to God," |
clapped, and kept clapping, loudly, a good few seconds after everyone
else had stopped.

Afterwards, someone came up to me. Not to comment on the reflection, or
the children's talk. They said: "Thank you for being over-enthusiastic this
morning. Sometimes we need it."

BAERZRAUE)IEE, ERREIESSMTHEERE. B—XRE<
BENSISIRA, [REBERA.
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I've thought about that morning a lot since, because it accidentally
captures two things | want to unpack today. The standing was a genuine
mistake, | just didn't know every church honoured the Bible coming in the
way we do. But the clapping wasn't a mistake at all. | don't think you can
have too much praise.

That's what | want to spend the next few minutes on: what praise actually
is, why it's sometimes meant to look slightly over the top, and when we
come to church praise is never meant to be a solo performance.

When we understand this, it changes what we think we're doing when we
praise God together each week.

Some people believe the Old Testament is basically about God loving
Israel and Israel only, and then the New Testament turns up and God
suddenly decides to include everyone else too. Old Testament: members
only. New Testament: doors open, everyone welcome.

It's a tidy story. It's also not true, and Isaiah 56 is one of the places that
proves it.

Isaiah 56 was written for a community that had just come back from exile
in Babylon. They were rebuilding Jerusalem, rebuilding the temple,
rebuilding their whole sense of who they were. And when a group of
people does that kind of rebuilding, there's always a temptation to draw
the boundaries very tightly. Who's really one of us? Who gets a say?
Who's allowed near the important stuff? People can be a bit guarded. You
wouldn't blame Israel for saying lets do this ourselves, we have been
burnt before, lets just stick to ourselves for the time being until we get
things back to how they were.

But Into that exact moment, God says something remarkable. Foreigners
who join themselves to the Lord will be brought to God's holy mountain
and given joy in God's house of prayer. And then the line that should stop
us in our tracks: God's house will be called "a house of prayer for all
peoples.” Not "a house of prayer for Israel, with a small side door for
others if they behave." All peoples.

Israel was never meant to be a private club with a "Members Only" sign
out front. Israel was meant to be more like a lighthouse, blessed so that
other people could see the light too. God's love for the whole world was
never a New Testament plot twist. It was there from the start; Isaiah is just
one of the places it comes right out and says so.
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That matters, because it tells us why we're here this morning. We're not
here because we found our way into an exclusive club. We're here
because God's house of prayer was always meant to have a very wide
door.

Now, here's where it gets a little uncomfortable, in a good way.

If you asked most of us what we pray about, honestly, a fair chunk of it
would sound something like: my family, my health, my finances, my plans
for the week, possibly my football team, though God's ability to influence a
football match remains, theologically, an open question.

None of that is wrong. Personal prayer matters enormously. God cares
about the granular, specific, unglamorous details of your actual life, your
test results, your job interview, your terrible sleep last night. That is not a
lesser form of prayer.

But Isaiah 56 does not describe God's house as a room where everyone
quietly prays their own personal shopping list and nothing else. Isaiah
imagines people who are completely different from Israel, different
backgrounds, different nations, different life stories, showing up and
praying together. And Psalm 67 takes that same vision and turns the
volume up. God's blessing was never meant to stop with one group. "May
the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you." The nations
are invited in, not to watch from the car park, but to praise, to rejoice in
God's justice, to know God's ways.

So when we come to church, it's not just about us. It's not just, "God, help
me get through this week", although that's a perfectly good prayer, and
please keep praying it. It's also, "God, make me attentive to the people |
usually overlook." The people who are different from me. The people in
this community and around the world | don't naturally think to pray for,
because they don't look like me, live like me, or vote like me.
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Which brings me to the question | raised with the kids: what is praise, and
what are we doing with it when we do it in church?

Here's a definition I'd offer: praise is the part of prayer where we stop
talking about ourselves, and, most of the time, it's also the part we're a
little self-conscious about doing wholeheartedly. Most of life trains us to
modulate our enthusiasm to match the room: clap the right amount, for
the right length of time, and stop the moment everyone else does. That
instinct is exactly what failed me that morning with the soup kitchen story.
| wasn't restrained. | kept going. And it turned out that was the one thing |
got completely right.

This is also why praise and thanks aren't quite the same thing, even
though we tend to use the words interchangeably. Thanks is a response
to what someone does for you: thank you for the meal, thank you for
getting me through the week. Praise is a response to who someone is,
what a good outcome reveals about their character. That's precisely why
praise turns the focus away from ourselves and onto God. Thanks can still
quietly be about us, what we received, how we benefited. Praise can't.
The moment we praise God, the sentence stops being about us at all. It's
entirely about him. Praise is prayers like God, you are strong. Nothing is
too hard for you, and You are the King. And you are still close to me.

Think about our usual prayer of adoration and confession each week.
Notice the order. We don't start with confession, "God, here's everything
wrong with me", and we don't start with requests, "God, here's everything
| need." We start with adoration. We start with praise.

That's not accidental, and it's not just liturgical tidiness. Historically,
Israel's worship consistently began with praise, before requests, before
confession. Praise does something to us before we've asked God for a
single thing, it takes our eyes off "my week, my needs, my problems" and
puts them on "God's greatness, God's absurdly wide welcome." Only
once we've seen how generous God actually is does honest confession
make sense, because now we can see how small and tightly-fenced our
own hearts tend to be by comparison.

Look at Psalm 67 again. It's eight verses long, and the word "praise" turns
up roughly seven times, not a psalm that's economical with its
enthusiasm. It can't stop repeating itself, because real praise tends to
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multiply rather than run out. You've probably met someone like that, hard
to shut up once they get going about something they love. Turns out the
psalmist was that person about God.

And crucially, praise here is never described as private property. It's not,
"let me praise God quietly, alone, in a way that doesn't disturb anyone."
It's "let all the peoples praise you" a global sing-along, not a solo
performance. That's exactly the difference between the two moments in
my story. The standing was a solo, me, alone, mid-squat, in no-man's-
land, because nobody else in the room was doing it with me. But the
clapping, oddly, wasn't a solo at all, even though | was the only one still
going. | was doing, a little too enthusiastically, what the whole room was
actually there to do. When we stand together on a Sunday and sing, or
when our prayer of adoration goes up, we are, in a small, occasionally off-
key way, rehearsing for the day when it isn't just this room, but "all the
peoples,” doing it together.

So here's something practical to take with you, and | promise it's simpler
than it sounds.

This week, when something good happens, the call goes well, the results
come back clear, the tricky conversation lands softer than you feared, say
thank you, absolutely. But don't stop there. Ask the next question: what
does this reveal about who God actually is? Not just "thanks for getting
me through that," but "God, you're the kind of God who stays close in the
hard bits." Let the specific thing become a window onto God's character,
not just a favour to be grateful for.

I'll finish where | started, that morning at a different church where, |
managed to embarrass myself twice before morning tea.

Here's what | didn't understand at the time: | wasn't wrong twice. | was
wrong once, about the standing, a small, forgivable mix-up between two
churches with different customs. But the clapping wasn't a mistake at all. |
just didn't know yet that praise, done properly, is allowed to look a little
over the top. It's allowed to keep going a beat or two after everyone else
has quietly wrapped it up, because you've actually understood what
you're praising for.
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That's the house Isaiah describes, the house Psalm 67 fills with an entire
planet's worth of praise. Nobody in that house gets a tap on the shoulder
for clapping too long. If anything, they get what | got afterwards: someone
quietly grateful that you didn't hold back.

This week, don't ration your praise. Don't save it for when things go well,
or trim it down to fit the room. Let it be bigger than you're used to. So let's
praise God this week, not just for what God does, but for who God is.
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Offering Song

TIS147 — To God Be the Glory

A classic hymn of gratitude for salvation, celebrating God's gift of Christ and the
redemption won through his sacrifice, and looking forward to the greater wonder
of seeing Christ face to face.

Offering Dedication — Chris
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God of justice, welcoming God, God of saving power,

you have blessed us, and the earth has yielded its increase.
We bring these gifts as our praise —

offered with open hands,

for the work of the church,

the care of the poor,

and the gathering in of all your family.

In Jesus' name.

Amen.

Prayers of the People — Susan Karoly

Sending Song
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Hear Our Praises (Hillsong Worship)

(IFEAIAYEEE) (Hillsong Worship)



A prayer that God's presence and glory would fill homes, streets and nations — SRR E SRR EE. a5 E—BAERES, FANMELUES,
that injustice would give way as people turn to prayer, and that God's light would

break into darkness across the whole earth. [SrRR RS R SRR,

Blessing and Sending — lan and Chris

Chris: Go in peace, to praise God in your living — one family in love, Chris: FZMEIR 7E4Erhism EwggEss BN FEERE
gathered from all nations by the grace of God. - .
. EEHRRA—RA.

lan: Go in peace, to shine with the light of the world and burn with the fire  |an. JzzeithRIm DAHERZSERBIR, LABYEE S WikiE
of hope, ' AR, AN

Chris: May God be gracious to you, and bless you, and make God's face  chyis: EURESIR], MBS, SRR ER]
to shine upon you. ' ' o

lan: And may the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,be  |an: EglEE. #IEE. (FEE— ——EHENRE, 25(/MIEIE,
with you now and always. <
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In the name of Christ. EZEERNE.

Amen. B{id,



