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Prelude CIES

Goodness of God
(CeCe Winans) — Band / 4/

[Lyrics are copyrighted and not reproduced here — sung from
existing CCLI-licensed slides. Summary of content:]

A worship song reflecting on God's lifelong faithfulness.
The singer testifies that God has been present and
good through every stage of life, in both dark times and
bright ones, and responds with surrendered praise and
trust.

Welcome and Notices
lan

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

This land is God's land and God's Spirit dwells here.
We acknowledge the Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung and
Bunurong peoples of the Kulin Nation, traditional
custodians of this land under God. We commit
ourselves again to working for justice and reconciliation
in this land.

Welcome

Acknowledgement of Country RINRRER LI

(LERIRE)

(CeCe Winans) — Band / M
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Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on
the livestream.

IR E—AL BIEEE MR B ST IEERIAR
.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are
visiting with us today and to those who are celebrating
birthdays this week.

FSBIRRIDFHE S RFBRIARA LAR A B R RIS ik
ix.

Notices

Call to Worship

lan

God shows no partiality.
Every nation. Every people. Every home.

REFIM

EmAMREEA.
FEARE—HRE.




This one was born far away. This one was born near.
God says: this one is mine.

X—AEEIT ST BR— TR,
L XER R KA.

Peace has been preached to us in Christ.

BEECKBTFRIERETE].

He is Lord of all. WEREZE.
Come, let us worship the God of every nation. RALHANBFFREZ L.
We are many. We are one. AR FNE2E—K,

Song of praise — TIS105 Let All the World, In Every
Corner Sing

Organ / X|[Z¥— Bible carried in and Candle lit during
song / BB IFHT ELZ BN L, ML s

1

Let all the world in every corner sing: My God and King!
The heavens are not too high, his praise may thither fly;
the earth is not too low, his praises there may grow.

Let all the world in every corner sing: My God and King!

EREEFIR — TIS105 (EtE75, 84 MEEREE)
Organ / X3 — Bible carried in and Candle it during
song / IEISHTIEEMBIEN 25 Mt =

1
BT S AT ERRENIE Fepy £/ B E!
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Kith 2 22, SRS RT FELLEAE K,
BT S AT ERRENIE Fepy £/ eI B E!

2
Let all the world in every corner sing: My God and King!

The church with psalms must shout, no door can keep
them out;

but, above all, the heart must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing: My God and King!

Introduction to Theme

Chris

This morning we join with the wider Uniting Church to
celebrate Intercultural Neighbouring Sunday, a
reminder that God's vision for community is far bigger
than anything our headlines or politics can offer.

2

AT S AT ERRENIE Fepy £/ eI E E!
HLSANFREEMIE, BB JREEE=E
BREERN 2 URIFERRKARED.
AT S AT ERRENIE Fepy £/ BB E!

e H
Chris

SKRELBNEE KAEAGHE—RIKS [k
PEH] REEBA) LFEXIEHARY OB TT I (HRIHE]
SLAREBG AN RRFTRERR AT,

Australia is full of mixed messages right now about
multiculturalism and who belongs, but God's message
is beautifully simple: every person is loved, every
culture is valued, and every neighbour is included in
God's story.

BMLZIFEHRERTZ R [ERTXE] 1%
P ENE B EHRYE R AN ME R F— P ASHRE
B ERION, BB EEHMIN LRI EL
5,

As we worship today, we'll lean into that hope and
explore what it means to be an intercultural church
shaped by Christ's wide-open welcome.

SKREFER BN EERXDIE, —RIRTTB— MK
BEER R BIERIENH S,

And as we do, we'll ask how our own neighbourhood
can become a place where God's inclusive love is
seen, shared, and lived.

Song

EIRT, Bl IR REFA]E SR X afIseRs— ML E
AR MARARNZEREN. HBOE. BuEHFRAIMTS.




Lord of All
(Hillsong) — Band / 5~/

[Lyrics are copyrighted and not reproduced here — sung from
existing CCLI-licensed slides. Summary of content:]

A declaration of Jesus' lordship over all creation. The
song expresses a longing to see God glorified in every
part of life, and calls all creation to worship him as the
exalted King over heaven and earth.

Prayers of Invocation and Confession
lan — [Prayer of Invocation drawn from the 4th

Assembly, Uniting in Prayer 2026, UCA Assembly] / [#7R
R E B S EHAREVEAS (FFEHE5—) 2026]

(RBZE)

(Hillsong) — Band /

(I AR M T T T, A PP B CCLIE IR A P
BIE]
XEFHRESEBHELBZE REAFGEEEGIIENE
EERIIE EFEEERE AT B e ER—RSFEEXAE
RERESENEE.

tFRSIAERS

lan — [Prayer of Invocation drawn from the 4th
Assembly, Uniting in Prayer 2026, UCA Assembly] / [
ITREXRE ZNGF S H XL BITNEA S (HEHE—)
2026]

Invocation

ISR

Come to us, God of peace. Come with your healing and
your reconciling power. Come, that fear may be cast
out by love; that weapons may be replaced by trust;
that violence may give way to gentleness: Come to us,
God of peace.

KIFFEFA]FEBFELRN LS. KMEFEERNELRS
AIRRAIRBERIR. NIRK (ERAEIRIREIR ESERERUC
ERs (EmSRASIHT B 0 RARFER T ] hiE) WP &rI L

e

Come to us, God of justice. Come with your righteous
judgments and your mercy. Come, that we may hear
the cries of the oppressed in every land; that we may
see the suffering of the poor in our own land; that we
may return to the way of righteousness and
compassion: Come to us, God of justice.

RIFKEIBA AL FEAXRI LTS, RIFHEE(RAIERF
WS IeINRIER. RIRS ERA IR NS EERR
K (EHAIRER WA HEZR 55 ARTEME (ERAIRERIEE 1T
X, FIRARARIEIFA IR b MY _E 7.

Come to us, God of love. Come with your extravagant
kindness and your goodness. Come, that we may see
you in the people of every race and culture; that we
may embrace you in the lonely, the bereaved and the
rejected; that we may be an accepting and a caring
church: Come to us, God of love.

RIFKEIBAPIE] FERZA L. RIFHEIRFEAR
RERZRIR, RIFE ERAIEESMIR. SXHIA
S EENREBANEEMRE, FESHRERESLE
RREBAIRA—MER. RIS RIRREIBA)
chIE) MER =Y £ 7.

Come to us, God of unity. Come with your forgiveness
and your healing grace. Come, that we may witness to
reconciliation for a divided world; that we may gather
around Christ's table as one people; that we may affirm
one church, one faith, one Lord: Come to us, God of
unity.

RIFKEIBAPIE, S—RILT. RIFEEFRIRRSE
nRIREERIR, IR, MR IRE/9X D ZRAYH TR IIERD
i (e RA JRER) 0 — R BRESEE B RV AL, (ERA JREHIA
— MR, —MEM, —(ESRIFERFA]FE, 5/
L.

Come to us, God of hope. Come to us with your
promises, come in your mysterious presence. Come,
that we may marvel at your faithfulness in past
generations; that we may celebrate the new things you
are doing among us today; that we may be your pilgrim
people on our journey to your kingdom: Come to us,
God of hope.

KARFEFAH(E) GO BRI E75., SRIRHEEIRIIRLFRD
S LMRERRRIRIEIREIFAD. SRARE SERA JRERRAC
PASRAYSSEMIRIS (£ 8A IBE KRR B ERA I ERT T
BURTER, (ERA JRER N RER RS L AVRAEF B K IRKRE]
Bl Joh(a) VAR EBRT L.

Confession

NGBS S




Word of Grace

lan

In Christ, we are a new creation, one body with many
members.

In Christ, strangers become neighbours, and
neighbours become kin.

In Christ, we are forgiven, reconciled, and sent.
Thanks be to God!

The Peace

lan

ni7y (shalom) — sha-LOHM (Hebrew)

W4 (ping'an) — ping-ahn (Mandarin)

Damai — Dah-my (Bahasa Indonesia)
FLOMGITEUTLD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam
(Tamil)

E 3} (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa (Korean)

22\ (salam) — sah-LAHM (Farsi / Arabic)

Kalinaw — Ka-LIN-ore (Visaya - Philippines)

Mal — mul (Nuer - South Sudan)

BERYEE

lan

EEEE BARMENIAR— I BIK. ABITFSEIR.
EEER BEARNDE BELAFEA.

EEERE BN R. . REE.

Rl 75!

nivvi(shalom)— FHAKE

22 (ping'an)— HiE

Damai — ENf2iE

FLOMGIT6UTLD (samathanam)— Z=K/RIE
E3l(pyeonghwa)— HiE

eu(salam)— RHME/PIRHEE

Kalinaw — FEEE4FFIVE

Mal — FEEAFIE3RiE

The peace of Christ be always with you: and also with
you.

Bible Reading
David Morgan

BEENTFRESIRIBEESREE.

==z

David Morgan

Acts 10:34-43 (NRSVue)

{EfETTIE 10:34-43(FIGZ)

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “| truly
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in
every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death
by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

34 SO [REEHEENMRRIA. 35 RS
EhARRE. TXRIAEAENNR. 36 HFEEER

HREE (R A BNIENENTFRIES BXEEEIUET]

A 37 XIEELHEERFLLUS WINFIFIE (G187
. 38 HEHLAZRMBENESHEN AR XEZ(R

IABERT:tbERENs TES BT UREREFIRIA B

JIESHETE. 39 AN, FFERERIENS AT THY

—IEABAWEIEANSBMEEAL ERT. 40

F=H HMUEEE ERHFK 41 FREMERAE T5E
EIEHTRSATHRE A ERIERAE SEBA XL
it \FEESTELISFIEEIZEBAIA. 42 fntEi)E
BERAMEBtEEHATIE. BFFAIBEATEARE.

43 RS St ETIER: USRI, B RMEAIEZE5
#EE. |




For these words of wisdom and for Christ the Living
Word:

Thanks be to God.

With the Children
Chris

Song

We are Many, We are One
Words and Music by Nancy Bodsworth — Band / 4~/

[Lyrics are copyrighted and not reproduced here — sung from
existing CCLI-licensed slides. Summary of content:]

A song celebrating unity within diversity in the body of
Christ. It encourages listeners to open their eyes and
hearts to God's love in others, to learn from those
around them, and to let their differences become a
source of joy as they act together as Christ's hands and
feet — echoing the image of many small lights shining
as one.

Bible Reading

Yolandy Lovell — Read in Tamil / L{FKRiZiFiE

JLERE
Chris

(BfiIRZ BliIS—)
Words and Music by Nancy Bodsworth — Band / 5/
(AR ML T T T, A PR B CCLIE IR A P
BHE ]
XEFFPAUZEESAA [ESTHE—] . RS0
IFEHOHRE 5 0R BN LHEMAS EHNE HILES
ARIRIERBAE RIRIR F RO EE ERIF SH—
—IFN [REFNTEETA—EARSE] HIER.

iz
Yolandy Lovell — Read in Tamil / LAFEKiEiEE

Psalm 87 (NRSVue)

15 87R(FIGZA)

1 On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 2 the
LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob. 3 Glorious things are spoken of
you, O city of God. 4 Among those who know me |
mention Rahab and Babylon; Philistia, too, and Tyre,
with Cush— “This one was born there,” they say. 5 And
of Zion it shall be said, “This one and that one were
born in it,” for the Most High himself will establish it. 6
The LORD records, as he registers the peoples, “This
one was born there.” 7 Singers and dancers alike say,
“All my springs are in you.”

1 FThIESHNTIR 2E1F K51, BRNSEFmIARE
XL, 2 BB T ERS—aYEL
o 3 FHEYSEIN ARIERETEEIRRAY. (BAD4 BE
IREEhIMEFBEHE A ZEAREZ PRI, B AT
MHEBFHESTANMEERE. 5 1B2iER L X—1
A EEEE P MEESEWFEBBIXE, 6 S
MEEER RRRHR B[ HX—EEARE. (4BAD)7
FRIERY, BKEER, BB A RIRERE(REE M.

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the Living
Word:

Thanks be to God.

Song — TIS699 A New Commandment

Organ / MZ

EXEZHEE BEE—REEE:

iF3h — TIS699 (—EH&S)
Organ / K&

A new commandment | give unto you that you love one
another as | have loved you, that you love one another
as | have loved you.

By this will others know that you are my disciples if you
have love one for another; by this will others know that
you are my disciples if you have love one for another.

Reflection

Chris

BISIRN— e <, R MBRILRZE GBEIR—H
ARIBEFLAER GBERM—F,
RABLEHIA R IR RAIE SR MRLRE ARAR
LEHUAHFIZIRATIE BRI HRIEARZE.

BEERE
Chris




God Does Not Show Favouritism HARSEA

As | have shared before, | grew up in the western
suburbs of Melbourne in a place called Melton.
Nowadays if you go to Melton it is a hub of
multiculturalism, with lots of people from all
different nationalities calling it home. But when |
grew up there in the 80" s and 90" sitwas a
very different story. It was a very mono-cultural,
have a look at a class photo of mine back in the
day, can you spot which one | am? But as you can
see it we were all very similar, accents didn’ t
really exist, we all liked the same things, they
were a few people from European backgrounds
but that was many generations ago.

IFANFRLARTE 0 =AY, B S8/ R AT X — AL E5/RIR
(Melton)B9tth 75K, IS ARIRES/RIRAECE
ST IR, (FERE R SRR EEIA.

BERRIREI/\+. NFRIBREAIAARER. AR
BFER— XA X —AEERSFRIRE
R IREEA I — N2 RIS IEAM R AR, Bel 150
HIFHERILLFRE ASHER, KR ERRIRFAHER
— R EAE—ERINE RIIXE EBEEEFUC
RIYET .

It was an Australian rules football town. If you
didn’ t play Aussie rules then you were
considered an outsider. But | followed my
brothers’ love of soccer and | played soccer.
It" s fair to say there were some jokes at my
expense for playing soccer, and people used
racist names for us because of it. In their minds,
real Aussies didn’ t play soccer.

ARR—NERIVEEK(Aussie Rules)H1ERY/ME, SNR(R
FIFREER MR ABINA. (BFRIEREEHIIXT
TBEK(soccer)HUE 1EFIBEEK, S0k, EABEEK,
BgOEFE EEE AR EMRENERNES
FRIFFEAD. (IO BERSRMNA R EEREY

°

| eventually thought if needed to progress in my
soccer career | needed to move to a bigger club. |
moved soccer clubs to a neighbouring town of
Sunshine, it was about 15 minutes away from
Melton. At that time, Sunshine was a vibrant hub
for different cultures, and this particular club had
a very strong, proud Maltese background. |
walked into the changing rooms thinking,
“Finally! I have found my people!”

[ERFAS BB RIKEE LR —2 mFEE—
PNEARKS., TRERESEIMBEAEMIEE(Sunshine),
IEESERMALY+RDHER. S SERAREX
HWRRIRYE DX MEMARNX RSB EIFRERE
. SILAAHEISESb(Maltese) 5 R, HEHBR=RS
IR [T IR EIFAIRIR T

| was wrong.

HiE T .

Instead of welcoming me as a brother, the
players instantly started teasing me. Why?
Because | didn’ t have a European name, my skin
didn't tan in the sun, and my family’ s idea of
spicy food was adding a tiny bit of black pepper.
In Melton, | was "too ethnic" because | liked
soccer. In Sunshine, | wasn’ t ethnic enough to

play it properly!

R BB SR AR, ML ZIFFIRENSE
. NHAREAFKIRERUMNAIE T RARIAA tH S
R, MHEERY (3] AEEATRIN—RmRRaAH.
/NI BEAERENT [KEREE%] 2T
FCRFANEANE [RE] M [FABE] BIFXs
!




| can laugh about it now, and the banter in those
changing rooms was very funny, but it taught me
an early lesson about human nature: We love to
draw lines. We love to decide who is "in" and

who is "out."

ISk BE—SR B, BER=EAIBRLITSRIER
SESHAER (BXREDBIUFRRREMF R R T ALY
—RIMNENR D FEL EWREE [BTEA] .
[RETHEA .

Let" s fast forward to today, to 2026. If we look
around Australia, those lines haven’ t
disappeared. In fact, things feel quite difficult
right now.

LA HERSEIREERS K, K EI20265, EIRFLEMPY
A BBLEREFRIERKR. FL L IRRIRIERZRE,

We are living in a deeply divided society. People
feel isolated and lonely. It is very easy to feel
anxious or suspicious of people who are different
from us, whether they speak a different language,
eat different food, or come from a different
country. We often prefer comfort. We prefer to
stay with people who look like us and talk like us.
There is a strong political movement at the
moment for Australia to return to a monocultural
country and for Australia to limit immigration
and the intake of Refugees. What a great mistake
that would be. This call to return to a
monocultural society ignores the very heart of
the gospel, which tells us that Gods love is for all
and God' s family is intentionally diverse, every
tribe, every tongue, every nation. Jesus constantly
crossed cultural boundaries, choosing
relationship over fear, welcome over exclusion. A
monocultural vision shrinks the kingdom of God
down to something far smaller than what Jesus
proclaimed.

HMNEFE— MBS RSP, AMREHNLL,
e, SBFISHENFENA—FECRRAEES
. EARRYERREFRER —HINEEZRE!
EEEIERE. B EERIFEFER MRRSKA. &
ITERERE CAEIMRIABL. BRI —KEEXEIES
1 IFFEMEIRE—S = IREIFB RS HERRIRIL
o XBER—IMRARNER, XFPIFIFERIFSE—
HEREK B T EEIRO—RE SRR, L
RZERLEMBEAN, LHHAREAHAEENZTE
—I Xk, B—IES. §— 1 RIk. ERERETSE
SCAURIFREL e RN R AR VB, IR FHE
. B—XUHER RS EHRIEEYE/) BT ERER
PREIHRIERRFRAIARTT,

And look at the place where are right now. We
are right here in Glen Waverley.

BEERIIZIATEZ A —FA T Et&C 5565
(Glen Waverley),

What a unique, beautiful position we are in! Glen
Waverley is a wonderful mix of cultures. If you
walk down Kingsway any night of the week or go
to the Glen, you are walking through a global
intersection. You can smell amazing food from all
over the world, and you hear a beautiful chorus
of different languages.

HARTRLRIN BT, (IFEFRICHFHFIRS
MR R I, FICTR MG EEFEKingsway X
L BEEHRThe Glent# L (REMBGEEZTE—
EIRC24t. (REEERRBHASMRIERETS M
BEUT W SAPE S M AAISE I8,




Recently, in our church visioning sessions, you
highlighted this exact thing. You said loud and
clear that we value the multicultural aspect of our
church. But you didn” t just say it was "nice." You
explicitly noted that this incredible cultural mix
represents a great mission need and a massive

opportunity for us to share God's love.

R AR ESHNRSRIMTSH, KRS TiX—
R (RITBRMIESHRE I IENHREIZ T
R, (BIRIIFMRRS AARRE XHRF] ME maE
BAREFE X0 S A TRIRAI S ASRE, IENERE —IE X
HNEHFE BERNSZ LHZENEKRLL.

Now, quick clarification, because these two words
get mixed up all the time. Multicultural simply
means many different cultures existing alongside
each other. Intercultural means those cultures
actually interacting, exchanging, and learning
from one another. Basically, multicultural is a
food court, lots of amazing cultures sitting side
by side, each doing their own delicious thing.
Intercultural is a church potluck, everyone brings
a dish to contribute, and you grab one plate, and
it ends up piled high with food from all different
cultures, all mixed together. Glen Waverley has
nailed the food court. But we want to be like the
potluck plate.

FEEESE RAXMMIEEWRRES. (S
1 (multicultural) BEEEIEF S AR FFELL
[BE321k] (intercultura) UEIEXL W EIERILE
. RmFFEREFES, BEK, Sl migsE
Bl —FSBRX I ZEMEECE
FHSER T (L] MESESHBERE (potluck)—
—BPABT B R FEE—N B ReRT
BH T RESHL. IR RY. BCFH
MESE (28T 17] MEIEERHE T ERIIEER
BEI [BRENET] .

We want to be good neighbours. But how do we
do that when parts of the world outside tells us
to stay separate?

HAVBLERRNFRE. (BEINENHFAELEEEER
IRLEPRES AT, Bl AR —le?

To find out, we have to look at a moment in
history where God broke down a massive wall.

BREIEE BAIAREBRAE E— ERFEFRERE
AFRtERIETZ.

In our Bible reading today from Acts 10, we meet

two men who were never supposed to be friends.

ESKIEH TIEHR T ERIE H A TERFANREE
AEJRER IERARRIA.

First, there is Cornelius. He is a Roman centurion,
an officer in the army occupying Israel. He
represents the enemy. But Cornelius is also a
deeply spiritual man who prays to God constantly
and helps the poor.

BRERER. tEFEHNERAK2LWARIINE
ARRRIZEEMAERE [FA] . AT SeREREE—
MEEBRARENA MMEER LHHES BRTHRNSS
Ao

Second, there is Simon Peter. He is a Jewish
fisherman and a follower of Jesus. Peter has
spent his whole life keeping strict rules about
food and culture. He only eats certain foods, and
he only associates with certain people.

HRZAIELS. thR—RBIAEX BEERERAII5E
. HE—EHTRETRTIRE SR —A/th
Rz FEAFERI Y, R EREAFERIAKRIE.




For Peter, walking into a Gentile’ s house, the
home of a non-Jew, was strictly forbidden by his
tradition. It was completely "out of bounds."

XIS S, EHINBA—EMBIRMAA—IRK
o ZMRUERTRRELLNE TR [ AElAA L
.

But God changes the rules. Cornelius has a vision
telling him to send for Peter. At the same time,
Peter has a strange vision where God tells him
that no food, and no person, is unclean.

B EHRZE TN, SFEREE—RR BHbIRA
KBRSk, SRR FEEER— I FHHNER L
HERPESFEISE—HRY. HRE— AR R
imiE] A,

When Cornelius’ s messengers arrive, Peter
understands the message. He travels to Caesarea,
walks into this Roman officer's house, looks at
the crowd, and says these famous words in verse
34:

SRR EEIRARN BSHATXRRIE X
o MERHEZEFIY, EHXUZDEERZRT, AR
BIARA St 7 S 34 AP EBNE:

“I now realize how true it is that God does not

show favouritism..."

[BIEREH HENMBEAL......|

God Does Not Look at the Mask

ERAEINRIER

The Greek word used in the Bible for "showing
favouritism" or "partiality” is a very interesting
compound word: prosopolepsia

XEPARFX [REA] 5 [RFA] B9FEE2—
MEEEBIES1a:prosopolepsia(BEZ REZTAI)

°

It literally means "to take or judge someone by
their face.” It is "face-taking." It means looking at
the outside, someone's skin colour, their accent,
their wealth, or their surname, and deciding how
you will treat them based on that. This was a big
practice in the ancient world. Judges could be
bribed or persuaded in their judgement because
of the skin colour of the people they were
dealing with.

XNFHFESRE [RE— M ARRRITHEEES
| BEE [ERiTE] . BRERBEIME A
RUBkEE. OE. MESE—FHRIIREZIMEX]
A, XESAHRRESEENE FAEHA
BERSFEARIBRB MK IR BEAR EREIAA.

Peter looks at this room of Roman outsiders and
realizes: "“God is not a face-taker. God does not
look at the skin colour or the outward
appearance. God does not practice
prosopolepsia.”

HSEERAIXEDS [N PAKIE: [ LFARE
— [BRTE] 9. EHFAEKE BAREIME
PR, LR ARHE{Tprosopolepsia(f@EA). |

As human beings, we are experts at face-taking.
We do it in a second. We judge people by their
outer appearance. But God does not look at the
face; He looks at the heart.

BANKBAWERR [BRTS=] (EF U HRREE
EHHFIRT. BAVEIFTIRA (B EHAEINR
ERERL.




This has always been God’ s plan. In Psalm 87,
we read a beautiful poem about Zion, the city of
God. God lists the nations that belong to His city,
and He names Egypt, Babylon, Philistia, and Tyre.
These were the historic enemies and outsiders of
Israel! Yet God says of them: “This one was born
in Zion." God writes the outsiders onto the birth
certificate of His family.

X—E#HE LHIILE. EFmRs7TRE EIEE—,
KT HE— LB —RIEIFR. EHEXE
IR TR IE JRER . B, JER
THIHED . XEIERUGSIHSE ERMAESIMA AT
EFCRUBAIR: [IX—MEEHE. | LHEXE [
RN IR B Ttz PRI AIERA.

Then back to the Acts text and Peter says
something powerful about Jesus in verse 36:

“He is Lord of all.” Not just Lord of one group,
but Lord of everyone.

[EREREA THERIE S ABASIE SR 36T i tH— B KT HRER
. IREHERNE [BEABRIE. | FREE—EF
TRR9E MERTE ARIE.

And this is where the story challenges us. When
Peter arrives at Cornelius’ s house, what is
Cornelius doing? He is already praying. God did
not wait for Peter to arrive before He started
working. God was already there.

MXERXERSE R R P 4. SRS
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This completely flips the way we think about
cross-cultural ministry.

XA T BA X HETHEEEE.

Sometimes, churches think about "reaching
multicultural communities” with a one-way
mindset. We assume that we are the ones with all
the blessings, the correct answers, and the gifts,
and they are the ones who just need to receive
from us.

BIHRHSERE [EMSITTCEHR] B IBRRIE
—MEREELE. BNSRIRECHEE—IITE.
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—73.

But Acts 10 shows us that the traffic runs both
ways.

EfEfETER =R RE X FEREN Y.

Peter does not leave Cornelius’ s house the
same man. Peter is changed. He didn't just teach
Cornelius; Cornelius taught Peter about how big
and wide God' s love really is. Peter learned
something about God that he never could have
learned if he stayed in his safe, comfortable

group.

ISEFERRER T, EEFTERERATB AT,
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True neighbouring is not a one-way street. It is a
mutual exchange. Often, the person we think we
are "helping" or "reaching out to" has more to

HIFRIBESPF R TIE MRRIAR. FE B8
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teach us about faith, community, and hospitality
than we have to teach them.

This brings me back to my time at the soccer club
in Sunshine.

XL BB S B F I GRREKMERERIARE F
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As the weeks went on, the club tried to include
me. After our training sessions, the players,
coaches, and passionate supporters would gather
for big club meals. They introduced me to
traditional Maltese food, things like pastizzi
(delicious, flaky pasties) and fenek (rabbit stew).

FEER AT X RS IEERMNT, BX)I5E
[EIRR. BGNRBRSITE SR T EZRAFH
ABRRERE, MWIRARNBERNDEMER KR
pastizzi(BREZ & IFFESEIR) ffenek (RANER).

They opened their doors to me, and | ate their
food. | wanted so badly to fit in. But honestly? |
still never really felt like | belonged. | was still the
Anglo boy trying to fit into a Maltese world. The
cultural gap was just too wide to bridge on our
own.

fANRBETT AT R BIZ TN, BRSAS
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Eating together is beautiful, but human efforts to
include people can only go so far. We still feel
the barriers.

—EREEAET BREANSHERRMA LRE
BIRAY. R UHARERZEIBREMRE.

But this is why the gospel is such good news. Our
ultimate unity doesn't come from coming from
the same country, speaking the exact same
English, or eating the same food. Our unity
comes from Jesus, who is Lord of all.
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At the table of Jesus, nobody is a guest trying to
fit into someone else's club. We are all equally
invited, equally loved, and equally at home.
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One of the greatest joys of being part of this
church is discovering how richly God has blessed
us through our cultural differences. Each culture
brings its own gifts: hospitality, prayerfulness,
music, food, wisdom, humour, resilience. When
these gifts meet, something extraordinary
happens. We don’ t just coexist, we enrich one
another. We become a community where faith is
deepened, compassion is widened, and joy is
multiplied.
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Our diversity is not a challenge to overcome; it is
a feast to savour. And every time we gather, we
taste a little more of God' s goodness.

HANNET AR FERIER MR —7E5H
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Amen.

Offering Song — TIS459 (ii) In Christ There Is No
East Or West

Organ / MZ

Baid.

FBNSI — TIS459(0) (EBEELRFHSHR)
Organ / K&

1

In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or
north,

but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole
wide earth.

1
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2

In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high
communion find,

his service is the golden cord close-binding humankind.

2
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3

Join hands, then, people of the faith, whate'er your race
may be;
who serves my Father as his child is surely kin to me.

3
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4

In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet
south and north,

all Christlike souls are one in him throughout the whole
wide earth.

Offering Dedication

Chris

These gifts come from many hands and many stories.
We offer them to the God who gathers every nation,
every tongue, every gift, together under heaven.

4
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Bless what we bring, that it may become welcome for
the stranger, bread for the hungry, and love for our
neighbours.

KAFNBERA AR LAY, EE B/ FRE AR, LA RY
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We are many. We are one. We offer what we have.
Amen.

Prayers of the People
Margaret Campbell

Sending Song
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Margaret Campbell




We Are One In The Spirit
(incl. “They'll Know We Are Christians”) — Organ/Band / /%<
I 2

[Lyrics are copyrighted and not reproduced here — sung from
existing CCLI-licensed slides. Summary of content:]

A song affirming the unity of Christians in the Spirit and
praying for that unity to be restored. It pledges that
Christians will be known by their mutual love as they
walk and work side by side, honouring one another's
dignity, and closes with praise to the Trinity.

Blessing and Sending

Chris and lan

(BAEERES—)

(incl.  “They'll Know We Are Christians” ) — Organ/Band
/I FA?

(BiaZ IR R ML T B, S FE P T B CCLIIRIR R A . P
BHEE]
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Chris and lan

Chris:

Go now, as one body with many members, to challenge
injustice, to stand with the oppressed, to walk together
as First and Second Peoples, and to make room for
every member to belong.

Chris:

ERAER—NBIR. ZBITFZEAE EREA N EZE
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lan:

And the blessing of the Holy Trinity of love be upon
you: may God, who is love, fill your hearts. Christ
Jesus, who is new life, inspire your hopes. The Holy
Spirit, who is lifegiver, spur you to deeds of
compassion.

lan:
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Together:

Go in peace to love and serve. In the name of Christ.
Amen.

Fr=E:
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Organ Postlude MERT




