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Prelude — Lord | Need You (Matt Maher)

Music plays as people gather

Welcome and Notices [lan]

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung and Bunurong peoples of the
Kulin Nation, the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather, and pay
our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Welcome
Welcome to all in the room and those joining us on the livestream.

A special welcome and blessing to those visiting today and to those celebrating
birthdays this week.
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Notices
+ School Holiday Program B

* FRIREAIE

Semslon

When the way is clear and our faith feels strong: LEREW. S0REN:
We trust in God. S M EE
When the way is dark and our strength is failing: AEREEE  HESHERT:
We trust in God. S M EE
When we are held fast, and when we are barely holding on: WIRTEEFIEE, SUBRA LV FET L RS
We trust in God. S M EE
Come, let us worship together, calling on Jesus in song and welcoming the e " N N .
word and the light. ¥k, WEFEN—EEEE, LASKAEFIRERER, EEEE S,
Gathering Song — TIS 272 Come Thou Long Expected Jesus SRS — TIS 272 GRIE, XZHIEPER) [EREE]
[Organ] ' -
Bible carried in and candle lit during song PEREZ . R
1
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 1
born to set thy people free, KB, AEHVERER,
from our fears and sins release us, B IR R R
&= /IR0 ,

let us find our rest in thee.

MEAREBSTEFRERER],
- | R EEERS,
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, 2

joy of every longing heart. RELEFNHEESLRR,



EEHAIE;

3

Born thy people to deliver, {RETERmERE,

born a child and yet a king, EEMERZONER.

born to reign in us for ever,

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 3

4 RIEFERIIREFR,

By thlne own eternal Spirit Ry EET

rule in all our hearts alone; o

by thine all-sufficient merit RPEEZRITAERAFIEER,

raise us to thy glorious throne. WS SRR SR E A EE,
4
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Introduction to Theme [lan] ETNE (BE]

lan introduces the theme of the service FEENER R FEN TR

There are times when the path of life and faith is clear and we know our way. B, £HSSEEEw, BImEa A,
And there are times of trial, when the way is dark, and we are unsure of our .

bearings. ARG, BIRERE, F(IFHEE SR,
With both these experiences in mind, let us pray: HEXTIRR, BRIES:

God of Abraham, THHRIEHE,

God who calls us into the unknown

and meets us there: BB A THNKRR Z 3B,



FEARESBAEIBATH:

You are the God who accompanies us,
the God who provides for us ) e (LS (o
more than we could ever have hoped. IRRREFERA AT,

RAIBA IR
B HA R RER BRI —1TI,

We praise you that your faithfulness

endures through every trial,

and that you have never abandoned

those who have trusted you. FAIAE(R, EIRAYSE
REE—RANFTIABEE,
IRAKREF
BREERIRIIA.

Now, in the silence we name in our hearts before God whatever burdens we WIE, 7E58%th, B EoEeiB SR B S aiEE, BIFTEsits

carry, whatever trials we are facing.

°

Silence

FHEL
We confess that trust is hard, BiFMNEEHIESE,
and that we do not always manage it. "
Forgive us, gracious God. BAIFALBEMHEL,
Hold us fast when our faith falters. BN, SRR,

Save us from the time of trial.

SHEAMEOsERS, BRI,

In Jesus' name, FEA IR BT RZ BT
Amen.
ZSHRERRYR
Fagfid,
Let us affirm our faith in the one who is with us in the time of trial, remaining IR TSR, USESER( M E G SEIREZ TRE(0. ......

seated and singing...

Song — He Will Hold Me Fast (Keith & Kristyn Getty) B — GhRESEMER)  (EBiEk)

[Verse 1] [5—5])

When | fear my faith will fail . e
Christ will hold me fast HEIEREOEX,



When the tempter would prevail EEp ZEIUER;
He will hold me fast

| could never keep my hold HIRETAISHE,

Through life's fearful path A USRS,

For my love is often cold A

He must hold me fast EAERBER,
KECHIERET,

[Chorus] I A ate A

He will hold me fast F%mﬁ%%’f’*'

He will hold me fast o ZENERR.

For my Savior loves me so

He will hold me fast EED

[Verse 2] ?ﬂ%%f%?ﬂ'\ﬁﬁ,

Those He saves are His delight s Z =R

Christ will hold me fast Y s

Precious in His holy sight PRI,

He will hold me fast R BT,

He'll not let my soul be lost

His promises shall last —

Bought by Him at such a cost [%:tp] ‘ ‘

He will hold me fast BRLLSAIRF BRI E R,
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Word of Grace [lan] BHZE [(BE]

This is the best of all: XEBEFH—]:

When we are empty, God fills us; e poeene s .

When we are disheartened, God is compassionate; SRAV=REET, HTEHEA;

when we are wounded, God brings healing; LEATROES, #HHEEIRIN;



When we confess our sin, God forgives. WITSHERT, FERES:

In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ, SENTATERS, HRREAT,
Our sin is forgiven.
Thanks be to God. EEEE, EEEE, BEEE,
BAIRFEEEI SR,
i,
P (78]
ni7y (shalom) — sha-LOHM [Hebrew] nive (M) — P& [EAKE]

42 (ping'an) — ping-ahn [Mandarin] e } SO
Damai — DAH-my [Bahasa Indonesia] & — ping-ahn [EiEiE]

FLOMGEOTLD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam [Tamil] Damai [ENEERILIE]

H3| (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa [Korean] FLOTHTEID — PR [FKRIE]

2>\ (salam) — sah-LAHM [Farsi / Arabic] W3} [EE]
Kalinaw — Ka-LIN-ore [Visaya - Philippines] o e e
Mal — mul [Nuer - South Sudan] S [RHME / FIANRIE]

Kalinaw [FERE4FFIIIE]

i ith : B 1
The peace of Christ be always with you Mal [ESiEES/RiE]

And also with you.

EEERNTFRESIRIIEE:

tL5S{RETE.
Gospel Reading [Ann Wylie] EEPEIE [Z17F]
Matthew 10:40-42 OXES 10:40-42

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me SN et et e aas .
welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name 40 [EFFRIY, MG, FEHRN, EEEIERKRR. 41 B

of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous ZiESRY, WEMAIFTERIE : NENY ARNZEEY AR, HENAFE
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the e R " - R s
righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little HEWG. 427eAA, EANENS, RIE—WskEx/NFEr—N8, st
ones in the name of a disciple — truly | tell you, none of these will lose their EEFIRIT, XA AR, |

reward.”



For these words of wisdom, and for Christ the living Word:
Thanks be to God.

NEXEEZZE, NEEEXEENE,
s,

CaEalos

lan gathers the children.

Using river stones from a basket, lan invites children to name what makes a
hard day. A stone is held for each one named.

"Jesus knew that hard days happen to everyone — even grown-ups who love
God. So he taught us a prayer that includes asking God to help us through the
hard days: 'Save us from the time of trial' — which simply means, 'God, help us
when things are really hard."

Each child receives a stone to hold during the next song.

At the end of the song, children lead the congregation in placing their stones on
the communion table as an act of offering.

Song — The Lord's Prayer (It's Yours) [Matt Maher]

Father let your kingdom come
Father let your will be done
On Earth as in Heaven

Right here in my heart

Give us this day, our daily bread
Forgive us, forgive us

As we forgive the ones who sinned
Against us, forgive them

And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us
From the evil one
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It's yours / It's yours / It's yours / It's yours
The kingdom, the power, the glory are yours

Father let your kingdom come
Father let your will be done
On Earth as in Heaven

Right here in my heart

Bible Reading [Ann Wylie]

Genesis 22:1-14 — The Command to Sacrifice Isaac

1 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he
said, “Here | am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one
of the mountains that | shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering and set out and went to the
place in the distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham
looked up and saw the place far away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men,
“Stay here with the donkey; the boy and | will go over there; we will worship, and
then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering
and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. And
the two of them walked on together.

7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here | am, my son.”
He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on together.

9 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the
altar on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the
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knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay
your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now | know that you fear God,
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14
So Abraham called that place “The LORD will provide,” as it is said to this day,
“On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

For these words of wisdom, and for Christ the living Word:
Thanks be to God.

Reflection [lan]

Please join me as | continue to grapple with the Agedah. Agedah is the Jewish
name for the story of God’s command to Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac — it
means “the binding”. I've been thinking and preaching about this story for
decades and my struggle to understand, own and integrate it into my faith has
not been lessened by all that time and work. So there will be no simple neat
explanations of it today, rather let's grapple with its difficulty together.

Here is something about this difficult story that | find interesting — its structure,
the way it has been intentionally put together. The story is organised around 3
moments of call and response. 3 times during this story, Abraham is
summoned/called by name. And each time he responds with the same words:
‘Here | am.”

The first time God calls, “Abraham!” He replies, “Here | am.” The second time
Isaac, bearing the weight of the wood for the sacrifice, calls “Father!” Abraham
replies, “Here | am, my son.” The third time, as Abraham raises the sacrificial
knife to kill his son, the angel of the Lord calls to him from heaven, “Abraham!
Abraham!” “Here | am!” he replies.

And after each call and response comes a statement. The first time it is God’s
command, “Take your son and offer him as a burnt offering.” The third time the
angel withdraws the command, “Do not lay your hand on the boy.” But the
second time is a bit different — it is a very human exchange between father and
son. Isaac asks a poignantly loaded question, “Where is the lamb for the burnt
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offering?” And Abraham replies with a statement which is perhaps the key to the
whole story — he says, “God will provide.” Behind him is the horrifying
command, ahead of him is a mystery that will shape his life, and in between is
this profound declaration — God will provide. Everything in the story points to
this central declaration: Abraham has faith in One who provides.

Do you share Abraham’s faith? Does God provide for you everything you need
when you need it? The prayer our Lord teaches us to pray has provision at the
heart of it: “give us today our daily bread.” How does God answer that prayer for
you?

Abraham has faith in One who provides. But is his faith justified? Can this God
really be trusted? Previously God made a promise to Abraham: “I will make of
you a great nation, and | will bless you ... and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed” — and the tangible sign of that promise is the child of promise
himself, Isaac. Isaac represents the future, descendants, a great nation to
come, and a land for it to live in (controversially). And all these promises are to
be a blessing for the world, for all the families of the earth, it is a promise with
universal scope — it is for Jews and Palestinians, Venezuelans and Australians,
Ukrainians and Russians, Somalis, South Sudanese and Congolese, Burmese
and Rohingya, Iranians and Americans and even stateless refugees, everyone
is included in the blessing.

But now God says to Abraham, “Take your son, take my promise, take your
future, take my blessing for the world, kill him and burn him as an offering to
me.” It's horrible. Who is this God, and can they be a trustworthy, reliable object
of faith? Perhaps not. If this God’s promises can be so easily taken back, does
that mean God'’s love, God'’s care, God’s provision, are contingent and
changeable?

Perhaps that explains why God seems to answer some prayers and not others?
— why we constantly find ourselves in testing times despite regularly praying,
“Save us from the time of trial, don’t take us there, O God, lead us not into
temptation, into testing.” Is it that God is capricious? — “| made a promise, but
now I've changed my mind. | gave you a child, but now | want him back again.”
And why? Why does God ask this terrible thing of Abraham? No reason really,
it's just a test. God wants to see what Abraham will do. Will he trust God
through thick and thin, in good times and bad? Will he trust God with his future,
with the future of the whole world? God doesn’t know.
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Sometimes | hear people say that God knows everything | will do, every choice |
will make, every breath | will take, every move | will make. This story says
something different: God doesn’t know how Abraham will respond, and so God
conducts a test to find out. The story says God doesn’t know, any more than we
do ourselves, how we will respond when our faith is placed under strain — will it
break or will it hold?

"Father!" "Here | am, my son." "The fire and the wood are here, but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering?" "God will provide the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son, God will provide."

But what if Isaac is the lamb? What if that is the test?

This disturbing idea of a God who tests is prevalent in the Bible. Jesus famously
goes through 40 days of trial in the wilderness where he is tested by Satan. The
Israelites are tested by God for 40 years in the wilderness. And think of poor old
Job who is tested by God and Satan working together. Biblical scholar Walter
Brueggemann says that stories of divine testing commonly arise in times of
syncretism — syncretism means the blending, amalgamation, combining of
different gods, religions, and cultures — the stories of testing are designed to
keep faith pure. Brueggemann argues that the Agedah speaks into such a time
in the biblical world, and that ours is such a time too. Not just that there are
different religions vying for our loyalty, but that there are various gods asking us
to trust them to provide for us.

Gods like the god of worldly power, the god of missiles and drones who
provides supremacy and security, wielding the power of the strong over the
weak — a god who has many devotees globally right now. Then there is the god
of the body beautiful — a very seductive god who says, appearance is
everything, your moral value is judged by the shape of your body, and therefore
you should find ultimate meaning in looking better than others on social media,
and worrying that you don’t. And of course, | must mention the most widely
worshipped god of all, the God of Money, a god who promises not just daily
bread, but a rich future, wealth and happiness. Jesus says, “no one can serve
two masters ... You cannot serve God and wealth” — but plenty of people are

trying.

All these gods are born from good things: peace and security, healthy bodies,
financial wellbeing — there’s nothing intrinsically wrong with any of that — if we
don’t have those things we suffer. But are they where ultimate meaning and
purpose, promise and hope lie? Are they gods? Sometimes it feels like i,
doesn'’tit? (or is it just me?)
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Here is God testing Abraham to see where his allegiance truly lies, who will he
trust with his future?

One fairly common interpretation of the Agedah these days is that it is part of a
biblical polemic against child sacrifice practiced in parts of the ancient biblical
world. By this interpretation the story is saying, the God of Abraham does not
require the sacrifice of your child like those other gods do — this God provides
an alternative, animal sacrifice. If you trust this God, the God of Abraham, rather
than the gods of the world around, your child will NOT be demanded of you.

We live in an age that has moved beyond ritual sacrifice altogether — so does
that make this story irrelevant to us? Or do we still reckon with gods who
demand great sacrifices — forests cut down, oceans fished out, longer and
longer work hours, more and more time apart from our families, punishing and
self-destructive diets and exercise regimes and even self-mutilation through
cosmetic surgery, the sacrifice of global friendships, alliances, and legal norms,
and the pouring of our national wealth into weapons of war. Yes, the gods of
this world demand great sacrifice, but what do they provide?

Since the beginning of our faith, Christians have seen resonances of the
Agedah, the binding, in the story of Jesus. Like Isaac, Jesus is bound and led
away, he carries the wood of his sacrifice. The difference of course is there is
no ram in his thicket. “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” he
cries. Has God proven unfaithful, untrustworthy, nonexistent? Where is God in
his greatest time of trial? Mysteriously, challengingly, our faith proclaims that it
is God’s own self who is hanging there on that cross. In Christ, the Son of God,
God enters into the test, embraces the pain of the struggle, experiences the
crisis of faith. God hangs on the cross and simultaneously God suffers the loss
of an only son — Isaac and Abraham were spared this suffering, but God does
not spare Godself. Through Christ, God is tested, and found faithful, even unto
death.

Can you believe it? Do you have faith in this God? — not a God sitting back
capriciously testing us like lab rats to see how we will react in times of trial, but
entering into the trial, being tested with us and for us. When we pray “give us
today our daily bread” are we praying to a god who gives not just material
provision — a ram in a thicket — but profound presence, the presence of
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AFBEFA, £HRIE. BREMEEATERNRE, LAASRIINERYEEIAN
feFlag. BHY, XHFATEOIERARIEES, BeiIgeRMHA?

MEPaEETR, ESMEREMMEAINEFTERT [1258] BEm. R,

MAIGeREB T E, BT —MIREIASL. SR, ERET
EBRIFIRTPIRBE AT, "REYEH, FAIE, (AT ABF TR? 7 heis.
RECKIARARIEAY. AAERN, EERANEFE? E&EARINGEZ
. TRTEMRER? fRRIE. Phikitih, FMBSMES, EHECEERTF2RLE.

EEE—R) L F—HHEANER, R TEILAES, AT EIMRIEHL.
FEETFRE, BEREER T ZERREFIRES— LU BRI SR E T
XMyEs, BMIEENERC. BEEE, M TER, WFHERTHN,
=T,

{REEMRISIS? (RSFEIX{IHID? AR MEMSEAAEREERTIAYE, B
BICBA LI =PRI NB BN BA VEIEPRIRAL, TIRABASENIINE
. SENIEEGETR. BEAVAZIUFRISE, ST "BNBERIRE, &
AT B, FIIREEE—UAMUE FYRMN—FRRPNAF—IM




compassionate love, healing grace, uplifting strength in our trials. Can we trust
such a god with our future and the future of the world?

God of Abraham,

God who calls us by name

and enters into our trials with us,
when the way ahead is dark
and the cost is high,

when faith is hard

and the promise feels distant,
here | am,

here we are.

Hold us fast.

I invite you, if you feel so moved, to echo the words of Abraham with me, “Here |
am.”

Amen.

Offering Song — TIS 456 Your Hand O God Has Guided (vv. 1, 2 &

4) [Organ]

BATRAREIRTR BEERFY. S8R, BB ALIRE
. BRI B RS ARSI — (D ?

NZ(SEVE < NE
ABIFIREA )2 FROM,

ARENBA NINGFT S IETERI,
SRIESRAE

ANINE,

EOIRME

RO T I Z /Y,

BEXE,

BAVEXE,

EEMERA].

HERIFBEHE), FodiE i S — I R GE.  [FEXE, |

Bafid.

FBNSI — TIS 456 (#f, (RAIFESIS) (1. 2. 473) [ERF
]

1

Your hand, O God, has guided
your flock from age to age;

the wondrous tale is written,

full clear, on every page;

your people owned your goodness,
and we their deeds record;

and both of this bear witness:

one church, one faith, one Lord.

1
I, {FRFESIS
IRRSFRF DG,
BETYHIHFERE T,
isMmthicAES— L,
FRFREMRIIBE,



A NCRABIAISIT,

2
Your heralds brought glad tidings XPE &S :
to greatest, as to least; — M=, —ME, —=E.

they bade them rise, and hasten
to share the great King's feast;

and this was all their teaching, &
in every deed and word, REETRIFER,
to all alike proclaiming (BABEENY, tELa By

one church, one faith, one Lord.

LI MEIEARARER, RUE

: N KA A E TR,

Your mercy will not fail us,

nor leave your work undone; X EAEAIATEIAS,

with your right hand to help us EE5—7ohFn&EES,

the victory shall be won; e

and thenr}ll)y all creation TS ARHES:

your name shall be adored, —M R, —MEIM, —hiZE.

and this shall be our anthem:

one church, one faith, one Lord. 4

(REVEEEA S REAT,
ASIHRI T EHETR,
BIFRIEFHEEHEA],
MFISEE,

ABRT, FRFBERIEZH
ERSEHFFHRAIR,

X EBATRIATER -

— ¥z, —MEM, —u=E.

SR

God of open hands and open futures: T FE. FFRSehgm®:
receive what we bring, N
as you have given what we have. BB IFTHREY,

May these gifts serve your kingdom TFAN{RIGLE A IFRBRY.



here on earth, as in heaven. B IREZFNEE,

A .
men i, WREER L.
falfil.
EARE (- FBR)
Intercessory prayers K%

Sending Song — TIS 349 In the Cross of Christ | Glory (vv. 1-5) EEST — TIS 349 (FIUESHHEIERE) (B1-5%) [ERE]
[Organ]
! 1
In the cross of Christ | glory, o _
towering o'er the wrecks of time; RUESI2R A5,
all the light of sacred story TEASE, BURERE;

gathers round its head sublime.

RIS PRI OE

2 R AR BAIT2REE.
Through the cross, Christ's love empowers us

worldliness and self deny; 2

by his Spirit it inspires us o N I

him, through love, to glorify. BETR, EENERTEANE,
3 S SIS E N

When the woes of life o'ertake us, FERAYRARIEA),

hopes deceive and fears annoy, W=

never shall the cross forsake us,
from it shines our peace and joy.

3
4 SAERINEEERATER,
Bane and blessing, pa.lr.1 ar.1d pleasure, FeEvEEs IR,
by the cross are sanctified; R .
peace is there that knows no measure, FEERABFFA],
joys that through all time abide. MEFEHER( I FELRES= 5,
5

In the cross of Christ | glory, 4



towering o'er the wrecks of time; BESNE, EESRE,

all the light of sacred story P

gathers round its head sublime. EBEZRM#RAL,;
BREBLAHERNFR,

REKENER.

5

BB ERITE9R,
EHARE, BEIHMCRIERNE;
EHEPRI—TOE
HREEIZEESTREE.

S O

In the light of God's promise ENAFROYERR R,
Go with hope a4 sy —
Ta ERIT.

In the warmth of Christ's love
Go in peace EEEZZRERET,
In the blaze of the Spirit's power BEFRAT.
Go to love

FEERKBERINIEF,
And go with the blessing of our God e\
from the Source of all life s LRI
through the Son of all love

by the Spirit of all joy. BEA R SRE T,
. MBEBEGZIR,
In the name of Christ. **Amen. o
EEEEZF,
EeERZRE,

FEENS. Wi,



