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Sunday 21 June 2026 | X RKEIGTI/ESEIMIEH | Pentecost 4A — UCA 49th Anniversary

Prelude | BIE

AiIZ¥ — Make Us One (Twila Paris) BiZ — Make Us One (}54t7-IREBHR)

Band / M

Make us one, make us one

Make us one, undivided body

Make us one, make us one

For the sake of Your name make us one

Make us love, make us love

Make us love so the world will know we love You
Make us love, make us love

For the sake of Your name make us love

Make us pure, make us pure

Make us pure and righteous, make us holy
Make us pure, make us pure

For the sake of Your name make us pure

Make us one, make us one

Make us one, undivided body

Make us one, make us one

For the sake of Your name make us one
For the sake of Your name till You come
For the sake of Your name make us one
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Welcome and Notices | lan | FRiB5E

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Acknowledgement of Country

We gather on ancient land created and sustained by the Triune God we
have come to know in Jesus Christ.

In our constitution, the Uniting Church declares that God has nurtured and
sustained the First Peoples of this country through these lands and waters
since time immemorial.

The Uniting Church recognises that the First Peoples had already
encountered the Creator God before the arrival of the colonisers; the Spirit
was already in the land revealing God to the people through law, custom
and ceremony.

The same love and grace that was finally and fully revealed in Jesus Christ
sustained the First Peoples and gave them particular insights into God's
ways.

And so here in Glen Waverley today we acknowledge the Wurundjeri-
Woiwurrung and Bunurong peoples of the Kulin Nation, and pray for justice,
peace and unity in this land.

Welcome
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Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the livestream (all IDIEIZHIA, DS T RKEEIARI IR (KREEENEE
wave to camera), as we celebrate the birthday of the Uniting Church in

Australia. We are 49 this week. ) . BAISKEFURARTEASHSE B —AFRHA DR T 4B !

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting with us today and 453 A KRTSEIRIERIARA, BHEAEEIERAAE BHYsa ik,
to those who are also celebrating birthdays this week.

Notices B

Bible Study — Final session this week . . s
EEZI—AFARE—TR

Call to Worship | lan | $#EFS

Jesus prays to God, saying: HR&ERE) 55551k -

The glory that you have given me, | have given them, s i .

So that they may be one, as we are one. 1AL IRHE, BN,
RIS/ —, [ERIEN IS —

I in them, and you in me,
That they may become completely one.

FETEMLNIEE, 1HEFEE,

So that the world may know that you have sent me, R e mE 2 ST
And have loved them even as you have loved me.

T FHEE TEF,
Come, people of God — let us be the answer to that prayer. ‘ ] _
Our unity is in Christ. OHIETERNT, WFTEE—HE

We worship the God who makes us one.
FRIE, EHEIIFRE—LENNABEENEZR.
BINE—ETEE.
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Song of Praise — TIS 179 | #3€2Z5% | Praise with Joy the World's Creator | X2

TIS 179 — Praise with Joy the World's Creator TIS 179 — LIRS AnEstH SRR Al =
Organ / X %* KEE
1

Praise with joy the world's Creator,



God of justice, love and peace,
source and end of human knowledge,
force of greatness without cease.
Celebrate the Maker's glory,

power to rescue and release.

2

Praise the Son who feeds the hungry,
frees the captive, finds the lost,

heals the sick, upsets religion,

fearless both of fate and cost.

Celebrate Christ's constant presence —
Friend and Stranger, Guest and Host.

3

Praise the Spirit sent among us,
liberating truth from pride,

forging bonds where race or gender,
age or nation dare divide.

Celebrate the Spirit's treasure —
foolishness none dare deride.

4

Praise the Maker, Son and Spirit,

one God in community,

calling Christians to embody

oneness and diversity.

Thus the world shall yet believe, when
shown Christ's vibrant unity.
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Introduction to Theme | Chris | EEN4E

Today we gather on this very special occasion to celebrate the anniversary
of the Uniting Church in Australia.

It is a milestone that is personally easy for me to remember, as | happen to
be just one single week older than our denomination!

Today, we reflect on the incredible journey of a church born out of a
courageous vision for unity, bringing together different traditions to achieve
something far greater together than we ever could apart.

We will hear from members of our congregation on how they came to the
Uniting Church.

More than just looking at the past, today we are reminded of the living,
breathing fire that continues to burn in the bones of our faith and our
community.

Whether you have been part of this journey since 1977 or have found your
way to our congregation much more recently, you are a vital part of this
story.

Let us worship God together.
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Interview 1 | Daniel Wojak | WiEF—

Daniel Wojak
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Prayers of Adoration and Confession | lan | BES5IAFEES

Including: TIS 432 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (vv. 1 & 3)

Organ / X Z*

GE: TIS 432 EERBENER (81, 39)



1

Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen by the Lord, and precious,
binding all the church in one,

holy Zion's help for ever,

and her confidence alone.

3

Here among us, where we call you
come, O Lord our God, today;

with your gentle lovingkindness
hear your people as we pray,

and your fullest benediction

pour upon us here today.

God of Methodist field-preachers and hymn-singers,

God of Presbyterian elders and covenant-keepers,

God of Congregational gatherings and shared discernment,
we praise you that you are one God,

weaving many threads into a single cloth,

many voices into a single song,

many streams into a single river flowing toward your future.

We adore you,

for you do not ask us to erase our differences before we can be united —
you take the particular colour of every thread

and weave it into something more beautiful than any single strand could be
alone.

We praise you for the act of holy courage,
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that brought three traditions together as one people forty-nine years ago,

as the Uniting Church in Australia.
And for every act of faith since
that has kept this weaving going.

Holy God, even as we praise you, we confess.

We confess that we have sometimes treated our union

as a finished thing of the past

rather than a living thing still being woven today.

We confess that we have, at times, let old threads fray —
holding too tightly to "the way we've always done it,"

or too quickly forgetting the gifts of those who came before us.

We confess the times we have failed to welcome the new threads you bring

us:
new generations, new languages, new cultures, new questions,
each one offered to be woven into this same tapestry.

Forgive us, weaving God.

Where the fabric of this church has worn thin,

mend us.

Where we have pulled away from one another,

draw us back.

Where we have forgotten that we belong to one another

across every generation and every culture represented in this place,
remind us, and weave us together again.

We ask this trusting in your grace,

through Jesus Christ, in whom all things hold together,
and by your Spirit, who still weaves today.

Amen.
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Word of Grace | lan | BH#ZS

Hear the good news. EImXFEA,

The God who began weaving us together . " o
forty-ine years ago ABETS - R HE— 1280 175,
has not finished with us yet. STERA I TR R5THL.

In Christ, every loose thread is gathered up.
In Christ, every torn place is mended.

EEEE, B RMBRIZEBRIEE.

In Christ, our brokenness is healed, HEEBE, 5 UBIREEELN.

and the weaving continues. R, BiRREIIELS

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: IREUREBHTT .

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. &A, BEEXESENFER:
EHPEFEEE, BIIEFHR.
kgt L5,

The Peace | lan | FEZRaE(R

The peace of Christ be always with you. BRI SRR,
And also with you.
tL5S{REE.

Interview 2 | Michelle Smith | WHEZ

Michelle Smith KEUR- PR

Gospel Reading — John 17:20-26 | John Hurst | {EEHiESE — LY#H1RTH17:20-26

20 1 ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe g [ZFT/THAISEEA K, tHABBLEEEN I IEISBAIN T, 21/ TER

in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in . . . . .
me and | am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe B — IERHFREFEE, Bl EE, s IEE, MHEA

that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me | have given BILUSIRETESE, 2205 FEHGHE, FEEGLAMYT, (E) T8 TT—



them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 | in them and you in me,
that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you
have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, |
desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where |
am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me
before the foundation of the world.

25 "Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but | know you, and
these know that you have sent me. 26 | made your name known to them,
and | will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may
be in them and I in them.”

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the living Word:
Thanks be to God.
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With the Children | Chris | JLERIE

(Children's time with Chris)

(SeEBHRH 4R LEERT(A))

Song — Tapestry | Band / FBA |

Tapestry
Band / %/

There's a tapestry you're weaving
from the tangle of our lives,

O God, bring us together.

When we feel our colours clashing
and the weave is wearing thin:

O Love, weave us together.

There's a song that you're composing
from the babble of our voice.

O God, bring us together.

Though our choir feels unsteady

you unite our joyful noise.

O Love, weave us together.
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Weave us together, BB T EBZETTF,
O God, bring us together. < . N
gustog 1A T B B AT —,

There's a story you are writing =, SE R AE—iES,
from the fragments of our days,
O God, bring us together. gy 43
Every journey finds its meaning RRIRATE—E,
as you work your saving grace, L7500, IBENREE—E.
O Love, weave us together.
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Weave us together, " R
O God, bring us together... MENTHFHIFESF,
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Interviews 3 & 4 | Yan Emms & Bill Norquay | WiE=5M

Yan Emms =R R
Bill Norquay bR
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From the Prophets — Jeremiah 20:7-13 | John Hurst | 5cX1BiELE — BRFIK$20:7-13

7 O LORD, you have enticed me, THSRIW, 1A, BUF TR HREDE, (TR, R
and | was enticed, ETNGEH, NZBLR, SRESIHE, Sm: [HEW! S0
you have overpowered me, i i ; N i i

and you have prevailed. | BRI R R AR RS, IBE . R BEabHIE, THE
I have become a laughingstock all day long; MEEHE] , BRI BT R, (TETER AT, BEHEET
everyone mocks me. (ETTRE, TEERM, 108 BT IFEANNNES:  [TYEEERR! (T4

8 For whenever | speak, | must cry out;

| must shout, "Violence and destruction!" EXRf! FNIEELMG! | SEHEIHIN, BESEREE, #: [10%E
For the word of the LORD has become for me g, HATIECN T, MIEE L. | 1158570, BSFT5EAXEE9E 1S5



a reproach and derision all day long. HlTE, B, APLLEIERAINCLEE, TEHET 5, MiREm6, X
o171 2y, " will notmention him SN MIRTT RSB ELIGEN), 125N, il

or speak any more in his name,"

then within me there is something like a burning fire XA, BEZEALWFLEG, KIOTEECLLITENEN IS TS, RIB RIS
shut up in my bones; FHENFEHT T . 131N IEHEZEHPIS, FER TI5Z A BIamths T8
I am weary with holding it in, AHBIF,

and | cannot.
10 For | hear many whispering:

"Terror is all around! BOSHXWERE 7S, BREIEEXKEINEE:
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" R 7S,

All my close friends

are watching for me to stumble.

"Perhaps he can be enticed,

and we can prevail against him

and take our revenge on him."

11 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,

and they will not prevail.

They will be greatly shamed,

for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonor

will never be forgotten.

12 O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous;
you see the heart and the mind;

let me see your retribution upon them,

for to you | have committed my cause.

13 Sing to the LORD;

praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the living Word:
Thanks be to God.

Free Spirit — Be Joyful and Sing to the Lord | Choir / i&Hi |

Free Spirit — Be Joyful and Sing to the Lord (EHmR
Choir / 1FHF
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Reflection | Chris | &

(Reflection / Sermon by Chris)

A Fire in My Bones

(REHmiHE)

BHRRIX

The Tupperware Drawer | {RE¥SHIfE

| want to talk to you about the Tupperware drawer.

You know the one. Every household has it. It is the drawer that, when
opened, just stares at you. It contains approximately forty-seven containers
and, at any given moment, the matching lids for perhaps three of them. The
rest of the lids are from containers that no longer exist — lost to picnics, to
school lunches, to the great mystery of where Tupperware lids actually go
when they die.

| have spent actual, non-refundable minutes of my life standing in front of
that drawer trying to find a lid that fits. Sometimes | try to force a lid that is
clearly wrong — it's a round lid, the container is square, but | am committed
and | have things to do. It does not work.

But here's what I've also discovered. Sometimes, yet sometimes, you reach
into the chaos of that drawer and you pull out a combination of lids that you
would never have chosen deliberately. Different brands. Different sizes.
One of them might technically be from a yoghurt container. And yet
somehow, together, they work. They seal. They hold. They do the job better
than you had any right to expect.

And | thought, that is one of the most profound thoughts the kitchen has
ever offered me.
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Because the best things in life are rarely a perfect match straight out of the
box. Sometimes God takes a drawer full of unlikely pieces — different
shapes, different origins, different traditions — and makes something that
holds together better than anyone expected.
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The Birth of the Uniting Church | BX&3ISA0EE

Today we celebrate the anniversary of the Uniting Church in Australia, born
on 22nd June 1977, when the Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church,
and the Congregational Church of Australia came together in an act of
extraordinary, Spirit-led courage.

Three denominations. Centuries of separate history. Distinct worship styles.
Different governance structures. Different hymnbooks — which for some
people is the most important thing.

But they did it. They came together. Not because they were dying, but
because they saw a better way. A way of unity — a way of achieving
something bigger, much bigger than they could achieve on their own.

They reached into the drawer and found that the lids fit. Different shapes.
Different histories. And together, they held.

From those brave beginnings, the Uniting Church has never been afraid to
step out ahead of the culture to seek justice and display Christ's love. We
became the first church in Australia to ordain women to the ministry,
recognising that the Spirit's call knows no gender bounds. We boldly
stepped into a covenant of reconciliation with First Nations people, seeking
truth and healing together. And we have continually fought to open our
arms wider, building a deeply valued relationship with the LGBTQ+
community to ensure that all God's children have a place to belong.

A Fire in Your Bones — Jeremiah | BHIRIN

Jeremiah was not having a good week when he wrote these words. He had
been thrown into a cistern, mocked by his neighbours, and denounced by
people he thought were friends. He was, by any reasonable measure, done.
He tried to quit. He actually tried to stop speaking. He wanted to walk away
from the whole thing.
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But he couldn't. Because there was a fire in his bones.

And here's the thing about fire in your bones — it is deeply inconvenient.
You can't schedule it. It doesn't care that you're tired. It doesn't care that the
critics are loud. It doesn't care that the institution looks shaky or that the
numbers in the pew have changed since the 1970s.

The fire burns anyway.

That is what | see in the story of this church. Not an institution that has
coasted comfortably through five decades. But a community of people who
kept showing up, kept speaking, kept serving, because something in them
simply wouldn't let them stop. A fire in the bones of a community — a fire in
the bones of a church — the Uniting Church.
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The Church Is Still Alive | ¥&{RAES

Now, I'm going to name the elephant in the room. Or perhaps more
accurately, the elephant who keeps being loudly introduced at dinner
parties by people who haven't been to church since 1987.

"The church is dying." You've heard it. Maybe you've thought it. You hear it
in conversations with people at work, you hear about it in news articles or
some random Facebook post. Attendance is down. Buildings are being
sold.

And some of that is true. Some forms of church have declined. Some
models built for a different era have not made the transition. That is real,
and we shouldn't pretend otherwise.

But here's what the obituary writers keep missing: the church has been
dying for two thousand years and it is still extraordinarily alive.

People have been saying for many years that the church can't survive, yet it
still survives. It still ticks on, saving people's lives. Buildings might close,
congregations might die off — but the church is alive.
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The Uniting Church was built, from the very beginning, not on a grand
vision of growth, but on a commitment to faithful presence — to being the
church together, in the name of the one who prayed for our unity. That is a
different measure of success. And by that measure, there is still a fire
burning.

The Prayer of Jesus — John 17
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XRAERIREITRAE. MLAXMIEREERE, KGERSE.

| BREFRIBE—L0ESRE1TR

If we turn to the prayer that Jesus offered in John, we learn some
interesting things about the church.

This is Jesus, in the garden, on the night of his arrest — praying for us. For
the church that doesn't exist yet. For the communities that will form in his
name across centuries and continents.

And what does he ask for? Unity. Not uniformity — Jesus knows human
beings far too well to pray for uniformity. But unity. A deep, costly, Spirit-
held oneness that reflects the love shared within the Trinity itself.

The Uniting Church was an attempt to answer that prayer in a specific place
and time. It was imperfect, as all human attempts at divine things are. But it
was faithful. And fidelity, it turns out, is its own kind of fire.
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What | See in This Church | B{EXESHE A

When | look at what this church is doing today, | don't see a community in
retreat. | see a community that is, as Jeremiah would say, unable to hold it
in.

This morning, we have heard beautiful stories of how the people sitting right
here in our own congregation have found their way to the Uniting Church,
each travelling a unique path to find their home among us. And if | look at
our church, | see people running programs for kids who need to know they
are loved. | see a community doing activities for recent arrivals to our
country. | see pastoral care that shows up in hospitals, in nursing homes, in
difficult conversations around kitchen tables. | see our welfare team change
the lives of people within our community. | see community outreach that
serves people both here in our community and overseas.

SHENXEHSSKAHTSE, FERNAR—MERTRIEHA. HER
BIR—MNEBFERETS. TG EEMRIEHA,
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| see a congregation that has weathered conflict and disagreement and BEN—NZFIThsE. HIE5MES, HAEXERNASR. XAE/NE,
change, and is still here. That is not nothing. That is, in fact, everything. e
XExE, 21,

And | think about what the founders of this denomination would say if they HARZINIRIICIB A, BMIREENSKIIEA], Sita, Braii]
could see us. | think they'd say: yes. Keep going. The fire is still burning.

The prayer of Jesus is still being answered — imperfectly, stumblingly, S 2RY. GREERTH. KIBENR. BRERAYE SR BN ——A ot
humanly — but answered. . TEREs e, UAMRNA N ——EFsEEwER,

The Lids Still Fit | EFBAAEL

| still have the Tupperware drawer. It is still chaos. But every now and then | BRI MR, TIRkR—EBE,. (BE5R—Ba, BeEFHE
reach in, pull out what seem like entirely mismatched pieces, and discover

that, somehow, they fit together and hold something that matters. . EHEMTEAEERNEN, REAT AFAE, eMREE—iE,
BYE T HIESERIRA.

That is the Uniting Church. Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational — X EESHLY, PHIES, KEs NEs FEFAR, FEEE, B

different shapes, different origins, one drawer. And by the grace of God, the ~

lids fit. — e, MELFHNEHSE, SFEE18EN.

There is a fire in these bones — in the bones of this congregation, in the XU hg K- EXANET, EXRNSS, ERSHANEh,

bones of this denomination, in the bones of the Uniting Church. The world e o | A A 4 . T
may not always see it. The headlines may not always reflect it. But we know  HFRAIBERRRENE. AFHMEREADERIRE. BR(IAE, ZRH

that there is a fire of the Holy Spirit in this place. WIEX BRI,
And for that we praise God. Soitp, iR LS,

Offering Song — TIS 442(ii) | Organ / K% | All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord

TIS 442(ii) — All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord TIS 442(ii) — MREERAII BRI
ZE

Organ / X% EE

1

All praise to our redeeming Lord, 1

who joins us by his grace, LT TR,

and bids us, each to each restored,



together seek his face.

2

He bids us build each other up;
and gathered into one,

to our high calling's glorious hope
we hand in hand go on.

3

The gift which he on one bestows

we all delight to prove;

the grace through every vessel flows,
in purest streams of love.

4

Even now we think and speak the same,
and cordially agree;

concentred all, through Jesus' name,

in perfect harmony.

5

We all partake the joy of one,

the common peace we feel,

a peace to sensual minds unknown,
a joy unspeakable.

6

And if our fellowship below

in Jesus be so sweet,

what heights of rapture shall we know
when round his throne we meet.
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Offering Dedication | Chris | ZFEEktEE

God of the weaving, Gty 35

take what we offer this day: ~ i ‘

our money, our time, our service, our love, BN 14 BRI LR — 1

and weave it into the work of your church. RS, RO, RIORSE. RIS,
Use these gifts, and use us,

for the sake of your name, X RSV B TR

that all may see your people made one (FRIXLERLA, REREA],

and know the love you have for the world. HTIRERISH,

Amen.

EARAEBREBE MRS FREMN—,
FRNBIRIX HFRTE,
Bfid.

Prayers of the People | Margaret Fraser | &R15&

i
I

(Led by Margaret Fraser) el =)

Sending Song — Oh, How Good ItIs | Band / &FA |

Q.
N
2

Oh, How Good It Is W, SLEF
Band / 54 FY

Oh how good it is e
When the family of God W, 4%
Dwells together in spirit 2L FERIsA

In faith and unity. ==

Where the bonds of peace, EREIL,

Of acceptance and love EELSE—F,

Are the fruit of His presence



Here among us.

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord
And with one heart we'll live out His word
Till the whole earth sees

The Redeemer has come

For He dwells in the presence of His people.

Oh how good it is

On this journey we share

To rejoice with the happy

And weep with those who mourn.
For the weak find strength

The afflicted find grace

When we offer the blessing

Of belonging.

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord...

Oh how good it is

To embrace His command
To prefer one another
Forgive as He forgives.
When we live as one

We all share in the love
Of the Son with the Father
And the Spirit.

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord...
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Blessing and Sending | Chris and lan | RiE5ZEE

Chris:
Go now, carrying fire in your bones that will not be held in.

lan:
A flame of love passed down through three traditions,
now burning as one.

Chris:
May that fire burn through you this week:

in your words, in your witness, in your love for one another.

lan:

And may the blessing of God —

Source, Word and Breath of Life and Love
go with you,

a fire that cannot be put out.

In the name of Christ.
Amen.

Organ Postlude | & | M=

Organ Postlude
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