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‘No Outsiders’ by Rend Collective
(Lyrics and translation: see projection / song sheet — CCLI licensed)

Welcome and Notices Y K R4 — Chris

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Acknowledgement of Country

This church is built upon Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung country and the Glen
Waverley area also includes Bunurong country — let’s acknowledge the
elders and ancestors of the Kulin Nation who have constantly
celebrated the presence of the Creator here through law, custom and
ceremony from time beyond our dreaming. May God speak fresh to us
today from this ancient land.

Welcome
Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the livestream.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting with us today
and to those who are celebrating birthdays this week.

Notices

Bible and Candle

We welcome the Holy Scriptures, God-breathed and full of life. Its voice g4Iy [ anifi . 6584 iy %2

echoes through time, meeting us here with truth and grace.
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We light this Christ candle as a sign of Jesus’ presence with us. May its
flame remind us that He is here among us and at work in our lives.

Call to Worship

On this day, we gather in God’s light.

We come, trusting God will speak; we come, ready to listen.

We come to follow Jesus.

We follow, knowing He is with us; we follow, ready to serve.

We open our lives to God’s Spirit.

We open our hearts and hands, ready to receive and to give.

We come ready, with open minds and full attention, to worship God
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Song of Praise

TIS52 — Let us sing to the God of salvation
(Lyrics and translation: see projection / song sheet — CCLI licensed)

Introduction to Theme

Our theme for today is hospitality. Our two bible readings present
hospitality from opposite directions. In our first reading from Genesis,
Abraham and Sarah show us what radical hospitality looks like —
extravagant, self-giving, offered without question to strangers who turn
out to be messengers of God. In our gospel reading, the movement
reverses: Jesus sends his disciples out empty-handed — they will be
entirely reliant for their food and shelter on the hospitality of strangers.
The disciples are to be like the divine messengers in Genesis, seeking
a welcome from the world on behalf of God. In both cases it is
ultimately God who is seeking hospitality. God approaches the world
through the divine messengers to Abraham and Sarah, and through the
disciples sent by Christ.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession

Holy and welcoming God,
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You come near to us again and again, sometimes as guest, sometimes
as host.

You meet us in strangers, and you send us into the world in your name.

Your love is open, generous, and without limit.

You provide more than we need and invite us to share freely.

Your kindness reaches beyond all boundaries and calls us into your
grace.

Yet we confess we do not always live this way.

We close our doors and our lives to others.

We choose comfort over kindness, and fear over trust.

We miss the moments when you come to us in unexpected ways, and
we hesitate to go where you send us.

Forgive us, gracious God.

Open us to your presence in every person we meet.

Teach us to welcome others as we would welcome you.

Give us courage to go out, to trust, and to receive as well as give.
Make us people of generous and joyful hospitality.

We pray in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Let’s continue to pray in song...
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‘Come as you are’ (Crowder)
(Lyrics and translation: see projection / song sheet — CCLI licensed)

Word of Grace

Friends, hear the good news: God meets us with grace, even when we
fall short.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, welcomed, and made new.

Thanks be to God
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ni7¥ (shalom) — sha-LOHM (Hebrew)

%2 (ping’an) — ping-ahn (Mandarin)

Damai — DAH-my (Bahasa Indonesia)

6ruLDITGITEUTLD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam (Tamil)

I3} (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa (Korean)
2> (salam) — sah-LAHM (Farsi / Arabic)
Mal — mul (Nuer South Sudan)

Kalinaw (Visaya — Philippines)

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Bible Reading — Genesis 18:1-8 (NRSVue)
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1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at
the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day.

2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw
them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to
the ground.

3 He said, “My lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by your servant.
4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree.

5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after
that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they
said, “Do as you have said.”

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.”

7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave
it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it.

8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and
set it before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

For these words of wisdom, and for Christ the living word:
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Thanks be to God.
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‘Come, people of the risen King’ (Getty)
(Lyrics and translation: see projection / song sheet — CCLI licensed)

Bible Reading — Matthew 9:35-10:15 (NRSVue)

(Come, people of the risen King) Getty tl{E
(FR1E) R B - DB / ARiE R — CCLI 524X

XR%E - GABT 9:35-10:15 (fié&4<) — Barb Hurst

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing
every disease and every sickness.

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few;

38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.”

1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and
every sickness.

2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his
brother John;

3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not
take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town,

6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has
come near.’
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8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast
out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.

9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts,

10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for
laborers deserve their food.

11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and
stay there until you leave.

12 As you enter the house, greet it.

13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not
worthy, let your peace return to you.

14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the
dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.

15 Truly | tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

For these words of wisdom, and for Christ the living word:
Thanks be to God.

Reflection

Jesus says, Matthew 10:14-15 (NRSVue): “If anyone will not welcome
you ..., shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or
town. Truly | tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.” For the town
where people would not show you hospitality.

May the words...

It is all about hospitality today. I've just read you an unpleasantly
judgemental verse from Jesus which basically says, the world will be
judged on the basis of the hospitality, or lack of, that is shown to God'’s
messengers and the good news they bring.
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Now I'm not big into judgement in my faith — I’'m more about the love
— but if we are going to read the bible without skipping large chunks of
it, we are going to have to confront passages like this one. And today
I'd like to do so by attempting to make clear what it is that is being
judged. What is Jesus unhappy about today? “If anyone will not
WELCOME you,” things will go very badly for them on the day of
judgement.

Welcome. Hospitality.

What do you think of when you hear the word hospitality? Hospitality is
a great thing isn’t it? — the offering of welcome. Receiving someone
into our home, our church, our country. Making room in our lives for
someone. Offering them the basic stuff of life: food, drink, shelter,
company. Are you someone who enjoys offering hospitality? When is a
time you have experienced receiving hospitality? Those of us who went
on the church visit to our sister congregation in Manado Indonesia last
year were almost overwhelmed by hospitality. They would say to us,
“There is no meeting without eating” and sure enough, everywhere we
went there was food, everyone we met gave us a meal. We did not go

hungry.

Do you remember how capitalism works? It takes our basic needs and
sells them back to us, which is how we end up with something called
the “Hospitality Industry” upon which the local economy of Glen
Waverley now seems to depend. And in which most of our children
probably got their first paid job — mine certainly did. Hospitality. Food.
Drink. The basic stuff of life. And as we see in our bible readings today,
hospitality is also basic, fundamental foundational to our faith.

Here are Abraham and Sarah, in our reading from Genesis,
demonstrating biblical hospitality, the kind of hospitality that God values
and that Jesus looks for from the world.

Abraham and Sarah are sheltering from the heat of the day in their tent
by the oaks of Mamre when 3 strangers appear. We heard this
encounter read to us in 8 verses of scripture, and 7 of those 8 verses
are given over to describing the acts of hospitality that Abraham and
Sarah perform for the strangers. First they offer a warm welcome —
Abraham runs out to meet them, bows low to them, humbles himself
before them, and invites them to stay. He provides a shady place to
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rest, water to wash his guests’ feet, and bread to eat. Then Sarah
makes cakes with the choicest flour, while Abraham has their servant
slaughter a calf, tender and good, and they cook up a feast for these
people whom they have never met and don’t know anything about.

The story is saying, like Abraham and Sarah you also should welcome
the stranger; you also should make space in your life for the outsider;
you also should give them the best that you have. And you should do
this, because you never know when God might come to visit you in the
other. It’s like we read in the letter to the Hebrews 13:2: Do not neglect
to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing so some have entertained
angels without knowing it. That’s what Abraham and Sarah do today. In
offering their home and their sustenance to these three strangers they
are welcoming God into their midst.

Giving our best to a stranger... Not just giving them a snack, but
feeding them with the treats that we have been saving for a special
occasion. That’'s what Abraham and Sarah do.

Our bible here reflects an ancient cultural practice of radical hospitality.
It is an archaic and culturally foreign practice to me, but not to everyone
in our world. For example these ancient customs of hospitality are still
current among the tribal peoples of Afghanistan, many of whom have
come to Australia as refugees seeking the hospitality of our nation.
They have come fleeing the violent authoritarian rule of the Taliban,
that fundamentalist militant nationalist political movement. One of the
criticisms brought against the Taliban by other Afghanis is that they
have neglected or corrupted the ancient pre-Islamic tribal code of the
region — in particular the practice of Melmastia — Melma means
guest, Melmastia means hospitality.

And here is an example of Melmastia from the American War (as
Afghanis call the war in Afghanistan) — this is a true story told in a war
film from a few years back called “Lone Survivor”, and warning, it is a
war film so it is a violent story, but | think it illustrates the kind of radical
hospitality that Abraham and Sarah show today. In the movie, 4 US
Navy SEALs, elite combat soldiers, are inserted into the mountainous
Hindu Kush region of Afghanistan to find a notorious Taliban leader.
Four go in but, as the movie title suggests, only one survives. And how
does he survive? — the answer is Melmastia, hospitality.
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The four soldiers become stranded with no communications and end
up in a gun battle with a hundred Taliban fighters. Three of the
Americans are killed, while one, the titular “lone survivor” jumps over a
cliff to escape. There at the foot of the cliff, wounded, battered and
bleeding he stumbles upon a group of local tribesmen. They take him
to their village where their tribal leader receives him under the code of
Melmastia which requires that any person be afforded a host’s
protection regardless of race, religion, economic status, or previous
relationship — so even an enemy who comes seeking refuge, must be
granted it and neither harmed nor handed over. So, the tribal leader
shelters the American soldier in his own home, tends his wounds and
sends for help to the nearest American airbase.

The American soldier is baffled. He keeps asking, “Why are you
helping me?” It is beyond his understanding as perhaps it is beyond
ours, but Abraham and Sarah would understand — because it's how
they live. The Afghani tribal villagers protect this one wounded
imperialist infidel with their lives, going so far as to fight the Taliban
who come to claim him. Many of the villagers are killed and their homes
destroyed in the ensuing battle before American helicopter gunships
arrive to save the day.

Radical self-sacrificial hospitality, that puts the stranger before the self.
This is what Abraham and Sarah demonstrate today. Hospitality biblical
style.

I’'m not oblivious to the fact that we are living in a time where the
opposite value is being forcefully promoted. Populist nationalist
movements around the world and here in Australia are saying, NO to
the stranger and the outsider, the refugee and the immigrant. The
politics of immigration are complex, I’'m not going to delve into that
morass today. | raise it only to ask, what values do we bring to the
public conversation about this issue as Christians? If ours is indeed to
be a society based on Judaeo-Christian values, what does our faith
offer into this debate?

The answer | think is radical biblical hospitality — hospitality that loves
the stranger, the outsider, the foreigner, including the one who might be
our enemy — loves them with our lives, and gives them the best that
we have. It's a big ask, a profound challenge in this day and age — but
it seems to me, that is the challenge of biblical faith.
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And to highlight just how challenging it is, | now want to take us to
Sodom and Gomorrah. Trigger warning — discussing the story of
Sodom and Gomorrah necessitates mentioning sexual violence.

After receiving the hospitality of Abraham and Sarah, the three
messengers of God head off down the road to the city of Sodom and
things don’t go so well for them there hospitality-wise. In fact the bible
gives us a deliberate juxtaposition, a direct contrast between the
hospitality shown at the Oaks of Mamre by Abraham and Sarah, and
the hospitality abused at Sodom by the citizens of that city.

The story of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is repulsive and
we rightly don’t focus much on it here. The trouble is, a distorted
misinterpretation of that story has embedded itself in the popular
cultural imagination and even in our language. | mean we all know the
depravity inflicted on the 3 strangers that caused Sodom to be
destroyed by sulphur and fire — the city gives its name to the crime,
Sodomy. The three divine visitors are threatened with violent gang rape
there. And a note: this story was never about sex between consenting
adults of the same gender — it was always about sexual violence, a
terrible crime whatever the genders of the people involved. But the
worse crime — and | hope | am able to say this carefully and
sensitively without trivialising the horror of sexual violence — because
according to the ancient culture represented in this bible story, the
worse crime is the failure to show the three strangers hospitality. In this
ancient context, the threat of sexual violence is seen as a corruption of
the overriding value of radical hospitality. And it is for that reason that
Sodom is judged, condemned and destroyed — for their lack of
hospitality. And it is for the same reason that Jesus recalls Sodom and
Gomorrah when he is condemning those who fail to show hospitality to
his messengers.

We see the world differently today. We don’t need other categories to
allow us to condemn sexual violence — it is an evil unto itself quite
apart from the value of hospitality which is a separate moral issue for
us. If someone threatens sexual violence today we send them to
prison. And if someone threatens to refuse hospitality to strangers?
Well we might elect them to parliament. That could be seen as a pretty
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harsh punishment | guess! But you take my point | hope — our culture
gives a much lower value to hospitality to strangers that the bible does.

So to finish, let me come back to the reason the Christian bible gives
for valuing hospitality so highly. Hebrews 13:2: Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for by doing so some have entertained angels
without knowing it. Abraham and Sarah show hospitality to strangers,
and entertain angels without knowing it. The people of Sodom refuse
hospitality to strangers and abuse angels without knowing it.

In whom does God come to us? Who is the stranger we are called to
welcome thereby entertaining angels without knowing it?

Offering Song

TIS217 — Love Divine, all loves excelling
(Lyrics and translation: see projection / song sheet — CCLI licensed)

Offering Dedication

God of open hands,

you gave Abraham and Sarah everything they needed to offer their
guests the very best.

We bring our gifts to you now — not what is left over, but what is best.

Take them, and through them let strangers find welcome, let angels be
entertained unaware, and let your kingdom come near.

In the name of Jesus, guest and host at the table of our lives.
Amen.

Prayers of the People
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‘Trust and Obey’ (AHB531) (Trust and Obey) (AHB531)
(Lyrics and translation: see projection / song sheet — CCLI licensed) (R BE - TS / 3E% — CCOLI 1Y)

Blessing and Sending HBEEZEE - lan

Go from this place as Abraham ran to meet the strangers, ready, MR 2, AT 22 i S5 R A A RS MEAT. LB,
eager, unguarded.

Z i,
Go as the disciples went, empty-handed, trusting the hospitality of the
elc MK S, AT AR EE—— P 2828, {4 5t Rk,
And wherever you go, may you welcome the stranger as Christ, and be R
welcomed as Christ in the stranger. TSR R L, ERBERERE A N ANE R AR, tEIRIEREAE N

A, AnlRIAE et

There are no outsiders to God'’s love, and you are sent to make that

true in your living. 78 LB R A RN, IRPEEE, BEATE PR RS,
The blessing of God, Source of life, Word of love and Breath of peace, i _ - \
go with you, now and always. B brr——Aa sk, BRYE, PLHR—BE T SR 1FETE,
N ST
In the name of Christ. MK,
Amen.
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