GLEN WAVERLEY UNITING CHURCH KRICEBFIBAZHS

Order of Service | 7/6/2026 | Pentecost 2 A SEFFF | 20264E6 A7 H | XERBIGTE _EHA
-3

One Promise. Every Nation. — /AN, FEFE,

Prelude — House of the Lord (Band) FR — R (BEER)
Verse 1 w7
We worship the God who was Fe T FEIT 275097
We worship the God who is o ”
We worship the God who evermore will be Bl JEFFAS 7 1097
He opened the prison doors Fe T FEI A ELGH
He parted the raging sea i
Our God He holds the victory HEFTTF T
23 7F TG
BN TG BT
Chorus %
There's joy in the house of the Lord PR A
There's joy in the house of the Lord today PR o
And we won't be quiet 5 H EHIR B
We shout out Your praise FeN TR LI
There's joy in the house of the Lord P
Our God is surely in this place Bl IX AT
And we won't be quiet BN
We shout out Your praise o o
Oh, oh, oh, we shout out Your praise Bl IR TER T
AN =T
Bl TA A7 21

i, i M TN TAATEEZE

Verse 2 BT

We sing to the God who heals FE TATE I B 7o

We sing to the God who saves e

We sing to the God who always makes a way PN T A LR BT

'Cause He hung upon that cross ZE N TATHE T3 A Z ) TH R 97

Then He rose up from that grave np .

My God's still rolling stones away A5 ﬁff+%ﬂqi
KMBEE T Z 7%
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Chorus

There's joy in the house of the Lord

There's joy in the house of the Lord today

And we won't be quiet

We shout out Your praise

There's joy in the house of the Lord
Our God is surely in this place

And we won't be quiet

We shout out Your praise

Oh, oh, oh, we shout out Your praise

Bridge

We were the beggars

Now we're royalty

We were the prisoners

Now we're running free

We are forgiven, accepted
Redeemed by His grace

Let the house of the Lord sing praise

Chorus x2

There's joy in the house of the Lord

There's joy in the house of the Lord today

And we won't be quiet

We shout out Your praise

There's joy in the house of the Lord
Our God is surely in this place

And we won't be quiet

We shout out Your praise

Oh, oh, oh, we shout out Your praise

Welcome and Notices | lan
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Acknowledgement of Country

Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung and Bunurong peoples of the
Kulin Nation

Welcome

Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on
the livestream.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are
visiting with us today and to those who are celebrating
birthdays this week.

Notices

SYG 2026 — this weekend

Youthies — 13 June

Bible Study

Anniversary Service 21/6

Visioning — Our Future Together — Zoom meeting
next Sunday 14/6 after worship at 12pm.

Call to Worship | lan

Morning by morning, in every season —

Your faithfulness is new.

In summer and winter, in springtime and harvest,

EFAVEM SRR, bR, XRNKE, &
PRI N RITE,

M EARIFITE,

JRAE B - M Bt

FEAMRERIEA S e R E-IRHRE TR S5 A R

X

XA EID I B Sk, HL R 5 o 48 (LR I AR AT
K,

R XA KATGRER BRI A,  FFOuE A8 R A R 26
SLIRER,

A

SYG 2026 — AJH K

HAOEFRDN —6 H 13 H

BEH

JEFELSALFE —6 A 21 A

AR (FAD3ERIARR) — FEH 6 A 14 HEER
, T 12 B Zoom &3,

IREOME SR RHTRY,

EEBELR, EEMERIK,



Your faithfulness is new. PRAVME SEER R BTHY,

In the cold and the warmth, in plenty and in need, (EFELHRET, EEK5EZ ],
Your faithfulness is new. PREOME SCES R BTRE,

Come, let us worship the God who never fails. Skl LEFRAT IR K R JAZ B 7
Great is your faithfulness! IREMESE- AT |

Song of praise — Great Is Your Faithfulness LIS — IRAVIESTI K (TIS154) | BNEE

(TIS154) | Organ

Verse 1 B—7

Great is your faithfulness, O God my Father, TR, pREE ST A,
in you no shadow of turning we see; B o

you never fail and your love is unchanging: I ELZHIEIL ;

as you have been you for ever will be. Wik FL(E, BRI -

1K ZEEB T BT — s

Chorus a1

Great is your faithfulness, Y

great is your faithfulness, .

morning by morning new mercies we see; ULCETAES

all we have needed your hand has provided: F7 T BT 25 E -

great is your faithfulness, Lord God, to me. o
Bl Iz, M FaE e
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Verse 2 BT
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, BFLFE, B,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above, A 2R 57T,

Join with all nature in unspoken witness

: G —IAIEE A HIAUE,
to your great faithfulness, mercy and love.

BRIES A, FAERE,
Chorus a1

Great is your faithfulness, Y
great is your faithfulness, .
morning by morning new mercies we see; HFHINSE) K,



all we have needed your hand has provided:
great is your faithfulness, Lord God, to me.

Verse 3

Pardon for sin and a peace that's enduring,

your living presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow —
these are the blessings your love will provide.

Chorus

Great is your faithfulness,

great is your faithfulness,

morning by morning new mercies we see;
all we have needed your hand has provided:
great is your faithfulness, Lord God, to me.

Introduction to Theme | lan
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This morning we are thinking about welcome — who is
truly included in God’s purposes, and what gets in the
way of that inclusion. We’'ll be listening to a passage
from Paul’s letter to the Romans, where he makes the
surprising argument that God’s promise to Abraham
was never meant to be the property of any one people,
culture, or nation. It was always bigger than that. And
we’ll hear the story of Jesus calling Matthew the tax
collector — a man nobody respectable would have
been seen with — and sitting down to eat with him and
his friends. At this table today, as we share bread and
cup together, we're enacting that same welcome. So
the question is: how do we make room at the table for
everyone God is inviting to the feast of heaven on
earth?

Song — Great are You Lord | Band
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You give life, You are love

You bring light to the darkness

You give hope, You restore every heart that is broken
And great are You, Lord

Chorus

It's Your breath in our lungs

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs

So we pour out our praise to You only

Verse

You give life, You are love

You bring light to the darkness

You give hope, You restore every heart that is broken
And great are You, Lord

Chorus

It's Your breath in our lungs

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs

So we pour out our praise to You only

Bridge x2

All the earth will shout Your praise
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing
Great are You, Lord

Chorus x2

It's Your breath in our lungs

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs

So we pour out our praise to You only
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Prayers of Adoration and Confession | lan

BRELEINEHS | R

Adoration

God of every season, we praise you for the grey and

heavy winter sky, even in our discomfort: for rain that
refreshes the soul, for cold that turns us inward to the
heart, for short days that make each dawn a gift.

You are the one who speaks warmth into winter and
springtime into barren ground. Even in the sodden
earth we glimpse your faithfulness: the soil drinking
deep, the roots drinking deep, the slow and unseen
work of life preparing itself beneath the surface.

For your promise, as steady as rain, as wide as the
horizon through the cloud and the mist — we praise
you.

Confession

Yet we confess, Holy God, that we often turn away
from your promise into the neverending winter of
spiritual frailty.

We hold before you in the silence our fears and our
failings, the stumbling of our faith, our struggles to love
you with all our being and our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy, that blankets us like the winter sky,
receive our confession and make us generous as rain.

Word of Grace | lan

The God of grace and new life has spoken a word over
all people, from every nation, every history, every cold
and huddled place of shame.

That word is this: you are forgiven. You are held. You
belong.

The door of love is open. Come in from the cold.
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In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 9:9-13 | Michael
Boldiston

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called
Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said
to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.
10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with
Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For |
have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the living
Word.

Thanks be to God.

With the Children | lan

Song — Everyday (Hillsong) | Band
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Verse 1

What to say Lord it's

You who gave me life and |
Can't explain just how

Much You mean to me now that
You have saved me Lord

I give all that | am to You

That everyday | can

Be a light that shines Your name
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Verse 2

Everyday Lord I'll

Learn to stand upon Your Word

And | pray that |

That | might come to know You more
That You would guide me

In every single step | take

That everyday | can

Be Your light unto the world

Chorus

Everyday

It's You I'll live for
Everyday

I'll follow after You
Everyday

I'll walk with You my Lord

Verse 2

Everyday Lord I'll

Learn to stand upon Your Word

And | pray that |

That | might come to know You more
That You would guide me

In every single step | take

That everyday | can

Be Your light unto the world

Chorus

Everyday

It's You I'll live for
Everyday

I'll follow after You
Everyday

I'll walk with You my Lord

Bridge x2
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It's You I live for everyday

Chorus x2

Everyday

It's You I'll live for
Everyday

I'll follow after You
Everyday

I'll walk with You my Lord

Epistle Reading | Michael Boldiston
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Romans 4:13-25

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did
not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs,
faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law
brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression. 16 For this reason the promise depends
on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it
may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to
the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17
as it is written, “| have made you the father of many
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping
against hope, he believed that he would become “the
father of many nations,” according to what was said,
“So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken
in faith when he considered his own body, which was
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do
what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned
to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24
but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25
who was handed over for our trespasses and was
raised for our justification.

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the living
Word.
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Thanks be to God.

R L7,

Reflection | lan iEE | R

Who is NOT welcome in our church? I'd like to
think the answer is “no-one”, but | can think of a
number of people over my ministry whom | have
asked, with the support of various Church
Councils, not to attend worship in the church. In
those cases, it was because people’s behaviour
didn’t meet the standards of Uniting Church ethics
— their behaviour made others feel unsafe and
unwelcome. We didn’t just immediately say
“leave” to these people — we asked them to
modify their behaviour and we tried to support
them in doing so, but when they didn’t change, we
felt we had no option but to exclude them. And |
know that similar things have happened here in
this congregation before my time. Were we right to
do that — to exclude those people? Was it a true
expression of the Christian gospel? | hope so.

Being a welcoming gospel community can be a
complicated matter when we have to weigh up
different needs and competing freedoms among
our members. When my previous congregation
was coming out of lockdown we chose to welcome
immunocompromised people over unvaccinated
people. That was a hard decision, but we
subsequently put a lot of energy and resources
into live streaming our services so that health or
physical capacity didn’t need to be a factor in our
welcome and inclusion. And | know that this
congregation has done the same work in a
pioneering way.

What about people who are not welcome in other
churches because of their gender or sexual
identity? If that is you, | hope you feel
unequivocally welcome here. My congregations
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have always tried to include people who feel
marginalised or excluded in other Christian
communities. But not everyone in those
congregations was always supportive of that
inclusion and some left. Welcoming and including
some might exclude others. Are we OK with that
as followers of Jesus? | am. Especially when
those we are welcoming are excluded from other
places and those who are leaving will find a
welcome elsewhere.

Today Jesus welcomes Matthew the Tax
Collector. He is sitting at his station collecting
levies on goods entering or leaving the town and
on services rendered by tradies, craftspeople, and
sex workers. Matthew is employed by a local tax
mogul who has a contract from Herod the puppet
king authorised by the Roman imperial power, to
collect the equivalent of GST. These days
obviously Tax Collectors are exemplary civil
servants, but in the biblical world, Matthew is a
universally despised collaborator, a kind of
officially sanctioned organised criminal, with a
reputation for dishonesty like all tax collectors.
And HE is welcomed and included by Jesus.
Would he be welcome here?

Jesus is walking along when he sees Matthew,
recognises him for who he is and what he does,
and calls him just as he is — “Follow me”.
Matthew immediately gets up, leaves his tax booth
and follows Jesus to become the 8th disciple of
the 12. 8th — not particularly high ranking — he is
obviously no Peter or James or John or even
Judas for that matter — he’s no household name.
After his call, he doesn’t otherwise feature in the
gospel story. He remains absent from recorded
Christian tradition for 100 years or so after the
death of Jesus until the unattributed book which
records the story of his call is first entitled “The
Gospel according to Matthew”.
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Did Matthew the Tax Collector write the gospel we
are reading from today? Probably not. Matthew’s
gospel is most likely written long after
eyewitnesses would have been dead, and it relies
on the earlier gospel of Mark — Matthew copies
most of Mark, including the story of the calling of
Matthew — the two stories are identical, except in
Mark’s version the tax collector is named Levi.
And you'd better believe there is extensive
discussion among biblical commentators as to
whether a Jewish man of that time could have two
Hebrew names: Levi Matthew. Some say, “Yes of
course, it is the same person,” others say,
“absolutely not it’s a different person, from a
different tradition.” Nobody actually knows,
nobody will ever know, so let’s keep on
speculating for a minute.

Why might this gospel have been attributed to
Matthew the Tax Collector long after his death?
What does he represent in the Christian tradition?
Matthew is a Hebrew name meaning “Gift of God”.
What is the particular gift of this particular
Matthew, this despised and culturally marginal
Matthew?

| think the gift of Matthew is that Jesus calls him
just as he is, despite the fact that it causes a
scandal. When they are all having dinner together
that night, the critics are up in arms, “Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners
EEWW?” Jesus interjects and says, “I’'m not about
hanging out with healthy righteous folk, I'm here
for the spiritually immunocompromised. I'm here
with compassion, mercy and love, to heal and to
call people into a new way of being in the world,
not to reward the pure, virtuous and privileged.”

Matthew shows us that Tax Collectors and others
who might be despised in the world, are called,
welcomed and included on the way of Christ, in
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the family of Christ, around the table of Christ.
And there is an important gospel message in that
obviously. Thank you for that gift, Matthew.

But | think Matthew is offering us more than the
simple inclusion of outsiders in the gospel
community. Because when Jesus calls Matthew,
he leaves his tax booth behind, and he doesn’t go
back. He leaves the livelihood and support he got
from the corrupt tax collection system. He leaves
behind his allegiance to the imperial power
structures he previously served. And he takes up
a new allegiance, following the way of this
itinerant teacher who proclaims the Empire of
God, the Commonwealth of Love — a place or
time where despised, outcast, and marginalised
people are welcomed and included as an integral
part of the gospel community.

It's a big change for Matthew. He doesn’t change
who he is, his personality and history, his gender
and sexuality don’t change, but his way of living is
completely transformed. Christ’s call brings
belonging, acceptance, inclusion, but it also brings
transformation.

And Matthew might well walk through the door of
our church one day looking for a welcome here,
looking for a place to belong, to live out his
transformation, to enact his renewed allegiance, to
eat at table with Christ here. What are the
implications of that for us? — remembering that
Matthew might have changed direction in his life,
but as far as the world around is concerned, once
a tax collector always a tax collector. What if we
share that distrust? What if we are uncomfortable
with Matthew’s presence?
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What if he holds political views that are anathema
to us? What if he has a mental iliness that causes
him to raise his voice at inappropriate moments
saying disturbing things? What if he is a hugger
and a kisser who doesn'’t feel the need to get the
consent of the receiver of his greeting? What if he
hasn’t met Trans and non-binary folk before and
gets their pronouns wrong? What if he is
homeless and he smells bad enough to make us
gag? What if he is a child who behaves in ways
that if we were his parent we wouldn’t allow? What
if he doesn’t speak English and we can'’t
understand him, and he can’t understand us?

All these Matthews have come to this church in
the past, here to worship or to our Welfare
service, or to one of our groups or programs, and
I’'m pretty sure we want to welcome them all. But
do they have to change to be truly welcome? —
the hugging and kissing one probably needs to
modify his behaviour, but might they all require
some change on our part as those called by Christ
to be a welcoming community here? Is it me who
might need to change?

| was challenged by the following words written by
Christian ethicist Christine Pohl. She writes: “to
welcome strangers into a distinctly Christian
environment without coercing them into conformity
requires that their basic well-being not be
dependent on sharing certain commitments. When
basic well-being is under attack by the larger
society, Christians have a responsibility to
welcome endangered persons into their lives,
churches, and communities.” (Pohl, Making
Room, 1999, p.83). Christine Pohl reckons giving
Matthew a welcome here should not be
dependent on him sharing our culture, political
views or way of life. Can we continue to do that
without “coercing conformity”? Can the “basic
well-being” of those who come to us be our
primary motivation in welcoming them? Can we
strike that balance? | hope so, | think we can, but
it is not easy.
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| began by speaking about excluding people from
our worship who didn’t change their unsafe
behaviour when we asked them to. We weren’t
asking for personality transformation, or that they
change their social or political values, we weren’t
coercing conformity, we just needed some simple
behaviour modification for everyone to feel safe.
And that way everyone’s basic well-being can be
nurtured as we follow Christ on the way together.
But Matthew shows us that nurturing everyone’s
well-being, welcoming everyone, might require
very careful discernment about the direction of our
journey and what we carry with us and what we
leave behind.

Listen, Christ is calling you...

What new way is opened before you? What is the
challenge of that way for you? What is your
response?

Offering Song — Let Us Break Bread Together
With The Lord (TIS511) | Organ
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Verse 1

Let us break bread together with the Lord!
Let us break bread together with the Lord!
As we travel through this land,

all God's children hand in hand,

Lord, fill all our living with your life.

Verse 2
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Let us drink wine together with the Lord!
Let us drink wine together with the Lord!
As we travel through this land,

all God's children hand in hand,

Lord, fill all our living with your life.

Verse 3

Let us sing songs together with the Lord!
Let us sing songs together with the Lord!
As we travel through this land,

all God's children hand in hand,

Lord, fill all our living with your life.

Verse 4

Let us all work together for the Lord!
Let us all work together for the Lord!
As we travel through this land,

all God's children hand in hand,
Lord, fill all our living with your life.
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Offering Dedication | lan EZRES | FR

We bring what we have, O God — money and bread
and cup, the ordinary stuff of our lives laid on this table.

As these gifts of grain and grape will become for us the
body and blood of Christ, so may this offering become
healing for the sick, welcome for the stranger, bread for
the hungry.

Take what we bring. Transform it, as you transform us
— by your grace, for your world.

Amen.
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Prayers of the People | Colin King % | Colin King
Holy Communion X&4L

Anne Newton (leader), Michael Boldiston, Mirini Lang,
Vida Foo

Invitation

all welcome

serve in pews — hold until all have been served and eat
and drink together

gluten free bread and nonalcoholic wine

Communion Song — Invitation | Band

Anne Newton (F:%L) , Michael Boldiston, Mirini Lang,
Vida Foo
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Verse 1

God has laid a feasting table

All her guests are gathered ‘round
From the highways and the byways
All the lost have now been found
When we hear the invitation

Will we lay our burdens down?

Will we lay our burdens down?

Verse 2

At this table all are welcome
No-one need be left behind
God is greater than our difference
Christ can see where we are blind
When we hear the invitation
Will we love all humankind?
Will we love all humankind?
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Verse 3

God is crying out for justice

Christ is weeping in the street
When will be the time for laughter?
When will all have food to eat?
When we hear the invitation

Will we make God's will complete?
Will we make God's will complete?

Thanksgiving

We are the body of Christ

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift our hearts to God.

Let us give thanks to God who is Wisdom and Love.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Father of goodness, Mother of kindness, for creation in
its wonder and mystery we thank you

for Jesus your beloved Son, who comes to save the
lost, we thank you

for your Holy Spirit in her grace, we thank you

And we sing the hymn of unending praise:

Holy, holy, holy (TIS763) | Band
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Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God of power, Lord God of might,
Lord God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed, blessed, blessed,

blessed is he, who comes in the name,
who comes in the Lord's own name.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is our brother Jesus, who on the night of his
betrayal took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
“This is my body given for you. Whenever you eat it,
remember me.”

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup saying:
“This is the cup of a new covenant in my blood.
Whenever you drink it, remember me.”

Come now, Holy Spirit of our God, love us into the unity
of peace through this bread and wine. For:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again!

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ all glory be to you,
Source of all Being, Eternal Wisdom and Holy Spirit,
one God and Mother of all creation.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
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kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Christ is the bread of resurrection: new life for all.

Christ is the cup of life: who revives the faint-hearted.

We who are many are one body, for we all share in the
one bread.

Let us receive what we are. Let us become what we
receive: The body of Christ.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Distribution

Receive this holy sacrament of the body and blood of
Christ and feed on him in your hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.

And also with you.

Sending Song — Guide Me, O Thou Great
Redeemer (TIS569) | Organ
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Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, EARIET, St SE,
pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty; BB HIFHEE
hold me with thy powerful hand: Fe BT, MREIALRES ;

bread of heaven, bread of heaven, st -
feed me now and evermore, SIIATES FHSFFE

feed me now and evermore. K LA, K LAIR,
M B E K TR B,
M BB TR B,

Verse 2 BT
Open now the crystal fountain 215> TG BT TR IR
whence the living waters flow; FETEA A JF 57

let the fiery, cloudy pillar
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strong deliverer, strong deliverer, G| GEHELLFE
be thou still my strength and shield, ABEIRIG . AFEIRACE
be thou still my strength and shield. SR EFE L R
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Verse 3 B=7
When | tread the verge of Jordan LB [ 4 H YT
bid my anxious fears subside; ] i
death of death, and hell's destruction, KA BREIEHI BT ;
land me safe on Canaan's side: FELHIIET, MRS T,
songs of praises, songs of praises o
1 will ever give to thee, FEB LB IFE -
| will ever give to thee. LT LT
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a winter embrace, welcoming as bread broken and o
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May you find God in the face of the stranger, and may ERTERG A AHIRS E4R B Bar, s ATEARIORS -4k
others find God in yours. 5 -7

Go in peace to love and to serve. A I == N R

In the name of Christ. EZEENA,
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