Order of Service ZERF
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20264F5H17H

Easter 7 — Volunteer Sunday & IETE L= H - X TEEEH

Each person receives a thank you card, a paper hand,
and a pen on their way in.
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Prelude — Community (Dave Brown) ®iZE—— (f:#)

Chorus

Part of a family, interconnected, this is community
Welcoming strangers, visiting neighbours, this gives us
dignity

Verse 1

Care for the earth and sea, we need to keep them free
So we care for the earth and sea.

Care for the ones we meet, love is the face we see
When we care for the ones we meet.

Chorus (repeat)

Verse 2

Sharing our joy and pain, praying and keeping faith
By sharing our joy and pain

Singing a song of rights, imaging God in life,

By singing a song of rights.

Chorus (repeat)
Chorus 2

Talk to the lonely, bind up the broken, this makes
community

A glass of water shared with the thirsty, this makes for
dignity

This makes for dignity / This is community
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Welcome and Notices lan YHE@E FRA
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Together we are the body of Christ,
and each of us is a member of it.

Greeting and Welcome

May the God of community and compassion be with
you all.

And also with you.
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We meet on Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung just down the road
from Bunurong country.

Acknowledgement of Country
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Today as we gather in community to give thanks for AF. BAWEREERE, IR AR Ak rkigt
those who serve, - o . ’ = ’
we honour the first servants of this land: Fofi T3 -t B R A IR S B

its custodians and carers from time immemorial. PR [ 378 oy PSRRI B - Hi g A

Welcome Xl

Welcome to this service, those in the room and those SO i A RERFERIRAL,  Toie IR i 4%
joining us on the livestream.

[ELRE 2 51 26 SLIsh R,
A special welcome and blessing to those who are KR WA K AR IR, LR AR A B i 7
visiting with us today and to those who are celebrating B \
birthdays this week. whik, MR B IGE TR L
Notices @40
Our Future Together visioning process. Next Sunday — [F 13RI R - FR R RREAT, I
Pentecost and congregational workshop. Lunch YN B PR s
provided. Put your name down for catering purposes. ~ IFFRITEZARLAEY, fRtFR, BRICHEA LMEL PR
78
Bible Study next Thursday. TN %223,

Bible and Candle — TIS142 Glory be to God the Father (vv.1 & 4) Organ XZ5id—— (G5B

ARM) TIS142 (BB1. 475) ENF

Verse 1 o

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, BTSN, FEAENT A,
Glory be to God the Spirit, God almighty, Three in One! s L
Glory, glory, glory, glory, While eternal ages run! FEHER, PHELT, =

K, FHE, o, K, HEKZE !

Verse 4 =T

"Glory, blessing, praise eternal!" Thus the choir of [HEHE. WTEE. K IEHOERE | RIS -
angels sings; S e . 5 . 5
"Honour, riches, power, dominion!" Thus its praise (R, WM. KRE. TAR ! ) TILULATER T |
creation brings; TEE FEE G FEE FEEA ST !

Glory, glory, glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings!

Call to Worship lan #HEMRF H#RA

There are diverse gifts: IS A AR -

But it is the same Spirit who gives them. RTG FIX—E8, BR—XR,
There are different ways of serving God: MR LR B A A

But it is the same Lord who is served. RMETARFFR, RF—ALE,

Each one of us is given gifts of ministry by the Spirit: el 15— AR H % RE T AR S -

And there is no gift without its corresponding WA ENS B v A FE N IR0,
service.

There is one ministry of Christ: HBE B —PIREF :

And in this ministry we all share. BAIBEXRE DA 4,

Together we are the body of Christ: AR B RS



And individually members of it.

Let us worship God and sing.

Song of Praise — TIS152 Joyful, Joyful We Adore You

TIS152 ERXEF
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Organ ZERF— (MRIRXRIKBATEFELR)

Verse 1

Joyful, joyful, we adore you, God of glory, God of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before you opening to the sun
above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of
doubt away;

giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.

Verse 2

All your works with joy surround you, earth and heav'n
reflect your rays,

stars and angels sing around you, centre of unbroken
praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow,
flashing sea,

singing bird and flowing fountain call to praise you
Joyfully.

Verse 3

You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy
rest.

You our Father, Christ our brother, all are yours who
live in love;

teach us how to love each other, lift us to your joy
above.

Introduction to Theme Chris FENA

This morning we want to say thank you to the many
people who volunteer here at Glen Waverley Uniting
Church. It takes a lot of people to make this place tick,
and much of what happens here is done quietly,
faithfully, and often unseen.

So as a community, we want to recognise and thank
those who give their time, energy, and gifts to this
church.

As you came in, you received a thank you card and a
hand. The card is a small token of appreciation —
something you can keep as a reminder that your work
is noticed, or pass on to someone else who needs
encouragement.

The hand is something special. As we thank the people
who serve, we also want to thank God, who gathers us,
provides for us, and gives us strength. During the
service we will decorate the hand, and at the end we'll
place the hands on the tree as a sign of our thanks to
God, the source of our service.
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Prayers of Adoration and Confession lan

Adoration #FE

For just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body,

so it is with Christ.

God of the body,

you call us to be servants of Christ,

members of this body,

and to share in his ministry of love to all people.

We praise you, calling God.

For in the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free —
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

You make us one across every border of difference —
language and culture,

background and story,

age and ability.

We praise you, uniting Spirit.
The body does not consist of one member but of many.

You give gifts to each of us for the good of all —
wisdom and compassion,

service and leadership,

hospitality and encouragement,

prayer and justice-making —

so that together we may offer what none of us could
offer alone.

We praise you, generous God.

You are the body of Christ,
and individually members of it.

This is who we are.

This is what you have made us.

Each one belongs,

each one is needed,

each one is called into your life and mission.
Bind us together in love,

that we may serve with joy and faithfulness.

We praise you, God of the body,
Source of life, Son of love, and Spirit of peace.
Amen.

Confession
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We have heard the good news of the body —

that each one belongs, each one is needed, each one
is called.

And yet, Lord, we confess

that we have not always believed it.

Forgive us, Lord —

for the service left ungiven,

the encouragement left unspoken,

the belonging we have withheld from those on the
edge.

Remake us as members of one another.
Restore in us the joy of being simply
what you have called us to be —

no more, and no less.

Amen.
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Word of Grace lan

Hear this good news:
You are the body of Christ,
and individually members of it.

The one who called you holds you.
The one who placed you sustains you.

Friends, in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.
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The peace of Christ be always with you.

The Peace lan

And also with you.

Bible Reading
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1 Corinthians 12:12-18 E# %A+ 12:12-18

12 For just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member
but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because | am
not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear
would say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of
the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where
would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing,
where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God
arranged the members in the body, each one of them,
as he chose.
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For these words of Wisdom and for Christ the Living
Word:

Thanks be to God.

With the Children Chris JLERMRE FEHEHET
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Giving thanks for the many ways we volunteer to serve
in our church.

Song — TIS650 Brother Sister Let Me Serve You

REA

Verse 1

Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to
you;
pray that | may have the grace to let you be my servant
too.

Verse 2

We are pilgrims on a journey and companions on the
road;

we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear
the load.

Verse 3

1 will hold the Christ-light for you in the night time of
your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you
long to hear.

Verse 4

| will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I'll
laugh with you;

I will share your joy and sorrow till we've seen this
Jjourney through.

Verse 5

When we sing to God in heaven we shall find such
harmony,

born of all we've known together of Christ's love and
agony.

Verse 6

Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to
you;
pray that | may have the grace to let you be my servant
too.

Yan Emms EEiELZ

Gospel Reading
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John 17:1-11 4A@ES 17:1-11

1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God,
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and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 | glorified you
on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5
So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with
the glory that | had in your presence before the world
existed.

6 “I have made your name known to those whom you
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now
they know that everything you have given me is from
you, 8 for the words that you gave to me | have given to
them, and they have received them and know in truth
that | came from you, and they have believed that you
sent me. 9 | am asking on their behalf; | am not asking
on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are
yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in
them. 11 And now | am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one.

For these words of Wisdom and for Christ the Living
Word:

Thanks be to God.
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Reflection Chris

| want to tell you something about how | ended up
standing in front of you as an ordained minister in the
Uniting Church.

When | was a teenager, | had two loves: sport and
friends. Church was in the mix, but not really my focus.
When | was 16, a friend had the idea to start a youth
group for younger kids at our church. He asked me and
a few friends to help. | thought it was a great idea,
partly because | got to hang out with my friends. So |
started volunteering. God planted a seed in my heart. |
got hooked on serving.

That led to other opportunities in kids' and youth
ministry. When | was 18, sport became too serious, |
had a bad injury, and | decided to take a break. But |
kept volunteering, and | loved it even more. | started my
first theology degree not really knowing where it would
lead, but during those years the seed of service kept
growing. | began to realise that God was calling me into
service not just as an activity, but as a vocation, a way
of life. Eventually, after jobs at two other churches and
another degree, ordination came, and here | am.
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There is a direct line between me playing games, being
hit with a pool noodle by kids, and me standing here
today. I'm not entirely sure what God was thinking, but
I'm grateful.

My journey began with volunteering. And | am not
alone. Almost every leader in the life of the church
started somewhere small, serving somewhere quiet.

The Tradition Here XEBMELSL
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That tradition is very much alive here at Glen Waverley
Uniting Church. We have a deep and generous culture
of volunteering and service. | started at this church the
week before the fete, and if you ever want to see a
church in motion, just watch GWUC during fete week. It
shows what happens when people come together with
energy, faith, and love.

What we do here sits within a much bigger story.
Australians have an extraordinary history of
volunteering — the CFA, St John Ambulance, Surf Life
Saving, countless food banks and community groups.
We are world-class at it, and as a church we get to be
part of that tradition.

| remember my father volunteering endlessly for the
church. My mother used to joke that she could never
get him to clean up our own shed, but he would go at
the drop of a hat to clean up someone else's. That is
the spirit we are talking about: a willingness to show up
for others.

But here's the theological point: this volunteer spirit, this
impulse to give, to serve, to show up for others, is not
just cultural. We believe it is God-given. It is what
happens when image-bearers of a giving God actually
live out what they were made to be.

Our church runs because people run it. Every Sunday
service, every community program, every act of
pastoral care — all of it is held together by hands that
mostly go unseen.

» The person who arrives early to set up and leaves
last to pack up.

¢ The one who coordinates the rosters so no one else
has to think about it.

» The people who prepare food, mow lawns, fix
things.

+ Those who pray, not in public, but quietly, faithfully,
every single week.

But the majority of our volunteers work in the places no
one photographs, the jobs no one claps for. And yet
without those roles, everything visible would collapse.
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It's like an iceberg. What we see of a volunteer-run
church is about 10% of what is actually happening. The
other 90% is underwater, invisible, quiet, and
absolutely load-bearing.

The seen and unseen are equally essential. God
doesn't have a ranking system for ministry.
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Jesus Sees Those Who Serve HRERE T ABLERRFFAIA

Our first reading today comes from John 17, where
Jesus prays for those who have served alongside him.

Notice what Jesus does in this prayer. On the night
before the hardest thing a human being has ever faced,
he doesn't pray for himself first. He prays for his people
— the ones who have served alongside him, who gave
their time and love to the work of the Kingdom.

He names them. He presents them to God. He says:
these people obeyed. These people served. Glory has
come to me through them.

That is a staggering thing for Jesus to say. The
volunteers, the faithful ones, the quiet servants —
Jesus says: glory has come to me through them.

Today we want to say the same about the people of
Glen Waverley Uniting Church. Glory has come to God
through your faithfulness. Through the chairs you
stacked. The meals you cooked. The children you
taught. The lonely you visited. Glory has come through
you.
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Standing on Earlier Faithfulness S5#ERIA BiOBIEAL E

Where we are today as a congregation did not come
from nowhere. We are the recipients of decades of
faithful service — people who gave their time, their
money, their energy, and their love to build this
community.

There is an old proverb that says a society grows great
when old people plant trees whose shade they will
never sit in. Our congregation is full of people who
planted trees they never got to sit under. Some built
this church. Some painted walls. Some launched
programs. Some visited the sick. Some welcomed
strangers. Some prayed for years over people they
barely knew. Every one of them helped shape who we
are today.

And the people serving faithfully right now? They are
planting trees for the next generation. Someone
walking through our doors in five years' time will
experience welcome, warmth, and grace because of
what is being done today.
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Our children and young people are already receiving
the fruit of that faithfulness. They are being shaped by
the service of people who may never fully see the
impact of what they are doing.

Every Part Matters &M EAHEE
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Our second reading comes from Paul's first letter to the
Corinthians. He is writing to a community that has
begun to rank its members, treating some roles as
more important than others. Paul challenges that
mindset directly.

He says the parts of the body that seem weaker are
indispensable. Not 'not important enough.' They are
Indispensable.

That is a word the church needs to hear. The quiet
volunteers are indispensable. The person who
manages sound, the person who cleans the windows,
the person who notices the one standing alone — all of
them matter deeply.

Paul also says that the parts we think are less
honourable are given greater honour. That is exactly
what the church should do. The church, when it is
working properly, looks for the people in the
background and says: 'We see you. You matter.'

That is what we want to do today: thank the people that
make this church the great place of God that it is.

If service forms us and transforms us, and the whole
body needs every part, why doesn't everyone serve?
The honest answer is: sometimes we forget we were
made for this. We think serving is something extra,
something optional, something for particularly
dedicated people.

But Jesus did not merely suggest serving. He
demonstrated it. He washed feet. He touched lepers.
He turned up, again and again.

And then he sent us to do the same.

The call to volunteer — to give our time, our skills, our
energy to something bigger than ourselves — is not a
side issue in the Christian life. It sits close to the centre
of it.

Matthew 25:40 says: 'Whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.'

This verse reframes everything. When you serve, you
are not just helping another person. You are, according
to Jesus, doing something for him. Every cup of tea
made for a lonely person, every time you show up
when you did not really feel like it — Jesus says that
was for me.
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It's no secret that this church is in a season of review.
We are thinking about our vision, our mission, and what
we believe God is calling us to be and do. We have big
dreams for this community and for what we can offer
the world beyond our walls.

At the same time, our dreams are currently bigger than
our budget. That means we will need to think carefully,
and together, about how we use what we have and
how we grow what we need. That conversation is
coming, and we look forward to having it with you.

But today, on Volunteer Sunday, | want to say
something before any of that. The most important
resource this church has is not in the accounts. It is in
this room. It is the culture of faithfulness, generosity,
and service that has been built here over decades by
ordinary people choosing again and again to give.

No budget ever built a church. People did. The Spirit
did. People like you.

4518

Closing
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If you are not yet serving somewhere, this is your
moment. Not because we need warm bodies, or
because the rosters have gaps — though they do. But
because you were made for this. Because something is
waiting to grow in you that can only grow through
service.

You don't have to start big. You don't have to know
what you're doing. | started with a youth group because
a friend asked me, and | couldn't think of a good
enough excuse to say no. Start somewhere. God will
plant a seed. And you may be surprised where it grows.

If you'd like to explore where you might serve, please
speak to one of our ministry team after the service. We
would love to help you find your place.

Earlier in this service we thanked our volunteers. But |
want to close by pointing our gratitude in a different
direction. Because before we thank people, we need to
thank God.

None of this happens by accident. The impulse to give,
to show up, to serve when it would be easier to stay
home — that does not come from nowhere. It comes
from God. We are made in the image of a God who
gives. We are called by a Jesus who served. We are
sustained by a Spirit who keeps renewing us for the
work.
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Today we don't just celebrate the people who serve.
We celebrate the God who calls them — who planted a
seed in a sixteen-year-old who just wanted to hang out
with his friends, and who has been planting seeds in
this congregation for decades.

So as we leave today — whether you have been
serving here for thirty years or you are still wondering if
there is a place for you — may you go knowing that the
call to serve is not a burden. It is an invitation. An
invitation from a generous God to become more fully
who you were made to be. And for that gift, above all
else, we give thanks.

Thanksgiving Prayer RBE#&E
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Gracious and loving God,

we thank you for the gift of this church — for the faith
that gathers us, the grace that sustains us, and the
beauty of your presence among us. We praise you for
the way you have held us, shaped us, and blessed us
with all that we need for life together.

We give you thanks for the many who serve in this
place — seen and unseen.

Thank you that you are a God who equips us, supports
us, encourages us, and calls us forward in love. Renew
our strength, deepen our gratitude, and shape us into a
people whose lives reflect your goodness. May all we
do bring glory to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Write on your hand. What do you give thanks to God
for in the life of our Church?
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Offering Song — Tapestry (Hargreaves) Band

Verse 1

There's a tapestry you're weaving from the tangle of
our lives,

O God, bring us together.

When we feel our colours clashing and the weave is
wearing thin:

O Love, weave us together.

Verse 2
There's a song that you're composing from the babble

of our voice.
O God, bring us together.
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Though our choir feels unsteady you unite our joyful
noise.
O Love, weave us together.

Chorus

Weave us together, O God, bring us together.
Verse 3

There's a story you are writing from the fragments of
our days,

O God, bring us together.

Every journey finds its meaning as you work your
saving grace,

O Love, weave us together.

Chorus

Weave us together, O God, bring us together...
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Chris FEBEE HHT

Lord, we lift our open hands
in gratitude for the gifts given, the work done,
the faithfulness of this community.

Offering Dedication

Receive these offerings.

Take what we have written and what we have given —
our thanks and our treasure,

our words and our money —

and weave them together

into something that serves your purpose and reflects
your love.

All that we are, and all that we have, we offer to you.
Amen.

Prayers of the People Ross Mackinnon {X#
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Sending Song — The Summons (lona Community) vv.1,2,4 &5 Band ZEFHK— (FEE) (

ZRMBA) 1. 2, 4, 577 KR

Verse 1

Will you come and follow me if | but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the
same?

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be
known,

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

Verse 2

Will you leave yourself behind if | but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the
same?

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or
scare?
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Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? FEARBGAE A BT E B A NN, R A AR

g2
IR B LB EVR B T 27, 7 7 2 BT 2
Verse 4 EAE

Will you love the "you' you hide if I but call your name? gz o s, (iR B BN RGN £ O 0 2
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? ” . B
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world IR BALHIRHA, MAL TP ?

around, ) . IR ES R PTS 17H915 T2 e T IR,

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you ez B s ‘

in me? LB FHINDE, G 7 E e B, (7 ahs ?
Verse 5 ]

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my T, G HIERRFERG S, 7 RS,
name.

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. LETCFE L IRBER, MILTFF—FE

Irlw1 your company I'll go where your love and footsteps TEHHGITLED T, T T L R A S 5 o 7,
show.

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. AL BAFIEHBBTTA), £k, K, e,

Blessing and Sending Chris and lan fif§ 528 REEFR
lan: R :

Go into this week as members of one body — 2 ] — AN PR TR 4 A X — )
held by the one who called you, - Sy T

sustained by the one who placed you, %EZ;'{EWE’J%#{%E)T%W,
filled by the one Spirit you share. (PN CDE g AGIEPR B

BARAIFT SRR A AR — L% RPT IR,

Chris: TREHT :
Go to serve as Christ served — EH B R AR 5 R FF—
not grasping, but giving; TR, fiRAT
quietly, faithfully present - - ’
wherever love is needed. ZEEpH, RO HIRAE
TR BRI,
Together ¥
And the blessing of God, YWl wica: N N
Source of life, Son of love, and Spirit of peace, AT, BHEF. TRYER
go with you now and always. - e ’
In the name of Christ. Amen. WMAEFH A T EARIIRITE,
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Closing Hymn — TIS571 Forth in Your Name (vv.1 & 2) Organ #RXiF—— (EH4ABITT)

TIS571 (861, 275) HBNE

Verse 1 o

Forth in your name, O Lord, | go, my daily labour to T, L FETTT, BRIEAEH T AE,

o L 2 EEURH, ER—LTE, FFE. AT
you, Lord, alone resolved to know, in all | think, or T, WEEEAIR, A7 LT i T
speak, or do. o

Verse 2 —

Each task your wisdom has assigned still let me WGBTS e TS, LB AT 5,
cheerfully fulfil, i _ o .

in all my works your presence find, and prove your 1EFe— I LIF RS HAIIAE,  FFATIEH R T EH

good and perfect will. =y=9



Organ Postlude Organ EXZERZE BFNZE

Musicians FTEREE

Organist: Judy Kirkham R REE ¢ el -FT Y AR
Band Leader: Mirini Lang RBASTM : KEB-EA
Woodwind: Martin Wojak AR . Okl
Singers: Yan Emms, Vida Foo TOE - B SCHS, ek

Rosters EZXE4ZH

Door Stewards: Margaret Fraser, Diana Coles WES : AR dR SR, 2 BRI

Sound: George Abraham 0 - e WAER %2

=]



