Glen Waverley Uniting Church — Order of Service /| Z2FEREFF

Order of Service 26/7/2026
Pentecost 9 A
Welcome and Notices — Chris

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Acknowledgement of Country

This church is built upon Wurundjeri-Woiwurrung country
and the Glen Waverley area also includes Bunurong
country — let's acknowledge the elders and ancestors of
the Kulin Nation who have constantly celebrated the
presence of the Creator here through law, custom and
ceremony from time beyond our dreaming. May God
speak fresh to us today from this ancient land.

Welcome

\Welcome to those in the room and those joining us on the
livestream.

A special welcome and blessing to those who are visiting
with us today and to those who are celebrating birthdays
this week.

Bible Study - Ancient Stories, Living Faith
\Visioning task group met again this week.

Bible and Candle — Chris

\We bring in the Scriptures, God's living Word for us today.
Let us open our hearts to hear what God is saying.

We light this candle to remember that darkness has never
overcome the light of Christ. May his light shine in us and
through us today

Call to Worship — Chris

Sing for joy, for God is doing a new thing among us.

The desert blooms, the weak are strengthened, the fearful
find courage.

This is a house where every person belongs, just as they
are.

\We come as we are, and we are welcomed as we are.
Let everlasting joy be upon us, and sorrow flee away.
\We come to worship the God who makes room for all.
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Gathering Song — TIS 156 Morning Has Broken £33k — TIS 156 (2¥¢¥1IR)

1
1 RO,
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praise for the morning,
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today. To do so we are moving away from the lectionary to
focus on Isaiah 35, a vision of liberation and joy. Isaiah Pride Month) . 7ltt, HIISKEMKBEREFER, ML
speaks of a “Holy Way”, a highway to freedom and joy LIETRISEANES, XE—IEXERRNESERNES.
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And so the themes of the service are joy and inclusion,
flourishing life and healing wholeness. How do we grow
our church and our world into a place where all people
may know themselves made in God’s image and part of
the family of God’s love?

Song of Praise — House of the Lord (Phil
Wickham)

\We worship the God who was

\We worship the God who is

\We worship the God who evermore will be
He opened the prison doors

He parted the raging sea

Our God He holds the victory
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Chorus:

There’s joy In the house of the Lord
There’s joy in the house of the Lord today
And we won’t be quiet

\We shout out Your praise

There’s Joy in the house of the Lord

Our God is surely in this place

And we won’t be quiet

\We shout out Your praise

\We shout out Your praise
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\We sing to the God who heals
\We sing to the God who saves
\We sing to the God who always makes a way
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\We are forgiven, accepted
Redeemed by His grace
Let the house of the Lord sing praise

He hung upon that cross e ey e e
Then He rose up from that grave
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Prayers of Adoration and Confession — Chris

BX5IAERS — Chris

God of wonder and grace, we come before you in awe of
your goodness. You are the creator of all things, the giver
of every good gift, the one whose love holds the universe
together and holds each of us close. We adore you for
your faithfulness, your patience, and your endless mercy
toward us.

Yet, Lord, we confess that we fall short of the love you call
us to live. We have thought first of ourselves before we
have thought of others. We have withheld kindness,
harboured judgment, and let fear silence our compassion.
\We have not always sought first your kingdom or your
justice. Forgive us, O God, and cleanse us from all that
keeps us from you.

Fill us anew with your Spirit, that we may live as people
shaped by your grace. Help us to love as we have been
loved, to forgive as we have been forgiven, and to serve
with humble and willing hearts. May our lives, this day and
always, bring honour and glory to your name. Amen.

Word of Grace — Chris

The good news is this: God's grace is greater than our
shortcomings. Where we have fallen short, Christ meets
us with forgiveness. Where we have turned away, Christ
turns us back toward love. Friends, believe the good news
of the gospel, in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

ni7y (shalom) — sha-LOHM (Hebrew)

W4 (ping’an) — ping-ahn (Mandarin)

Damai — Dah-my (Bahasa Indonesia)

FLOMGITEUILD (samathanam) — sa-maa-dhaa-nam (Tamil)
E3} (pyeonghwa) — pyong-hwa (Korean)

22\ (salam) — sah-LAHM (Farsi / Arabic)

Kalinaw — Ka-LIN-ore (Visaya - Philippines)

Mal — mul (Nuer - South Sudan)

Qmfer (shanti) — shanti (Hindi — India)

The peace of Christ be always with you:
and also with you.

Gospel Reading — John 10:7-11 — Vida Foo

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am
the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are
thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9
| am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and
will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief
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comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they
may have life and have it abundantly.

11 “l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep.”

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the Living Word:
Thanks be to God.

With the Children — Chris
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Song - TIS 491 Father Welcomes
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Little children, come to me,
for my kingdom is of these;
life and love | have to give,
mercy for your sin.
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In the water, in the word

in his promise, be assured:

those who are baptized and believe
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shall be born again.

WEEE,

3
3 . om
Let us daily die to sin, LBATARAIREE,
let us daily rise with him, TRSHH—REE,
v.valk. in the love of Christ our Lord, (FIER RS
live in the peace of God.
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From the Prophets — Isaiah 35 — Vida Foo

S%HB — PAZIH355 — Vida Foo

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall
blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the
majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble
knees.

4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do
not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf shall be opened,;

6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in
the wilderness and streams in the desert;
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7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become
a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy
\Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for
God'’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the
redeemed shall walk there.

10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.

For these words of wisdom and for Christ the Living Word:
Thanks be to God.

Reflection — lan

The Wide Road and the Open Gate
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'You may have noticed in the bulletin over recent weeks
that we had been planning a disability awareness forum
after today’s service in honour of Disability Pride Month. |
had been working on this with Jeanette Lee. For those of
you who don’t know her, Jeanette has been part of our
congregation for a while now. She is a social worker and
disability advocate and activist who has been a leader in
the disability rights movement. She was going to show us
a video about her life and work and do a Q&A with us after
the service today, but sadly, she had a serious fall and a
stroke a few weeks ago and is now recovering in Monash
Medical Centre where she is slowly regaining her speech
and upper body mobility. She is hoping to join us on the
livestream today from hospital and so Jeanette, if you are
watching, we are sorry to miss the opportunity of hearing
from you. We continue to pray for you and hope for a time
when you are well and back with us and can share your
valuable insights and experience.
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In the meantime, Jeanette and | had begun to reflect
together on the theology of disability, and | would like to
say something about that now.

May the words...
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Isaiah 35 is a grand poetic vision of liberation, of God’s
saving power. Isaiah is speaking to the people of Israel
exiled in Babylon — he says God is bringing you a great
reversal of fortunes. You shall return from exile, this place
of weeping, to your home, singing for joy. Everything that
your exile has emptied out of you, God will fill up again.
And as a poetic sign of this great hope of return, this great
reversal of fortunes, this liberation from exile, this
salvation, here is the desert coming to life, transformed by
water and wildflowers, AND (relevantly for today) here are
disabled bodies healed and whole: Isaiah 35:5-6

(NRSVue) Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and|,

the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall |
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for

joy.
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Notice that Isaiah is not saying God will work this
transformation in heaven, or in the end times, or in some
new version of creation. No, God will make it happen now,
in this world. In the midst of the brokenness, despair and
hopelessness of exile.
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Now Jeanette is not here today for us to ask her how she
feels about hearing Isaiah say God’s saving power will
make “the lame leap like a deer”, she’s not here to ask
how it feels to have her disability used as a symbol of
exile, of brokenness, emptiness and separation from joy,
or how it feels to hear Isaiah speak of erasing or correcting
disability when there is currently no cure for her condition.
Perhaps she would find it hopeful, encouraging, uplifting
— this idea that God'’s liberating power can transform us
now. She’s not here to answer that question today, but
there is plenty of evidence of people who live with
permanent incurable disabilities, finding visions like this
hard to stomach, difficult to take — these visions of bodily
transformation alongside the myriad of stories in the
scriptures, about people with incurable conditions being
healed by Jesus or various other miracle workers.
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We are observing Disability Pride Month today. Disability
Pride grew from the disability rights movement which
emerged alongside other civil rights movements in the
1960s and 70s. Disability activists like Jeanette fought to
have disability moved from a medical or charity framing to
a civil rights one. A medical or charity approach to
disability says there is “something wrong with a person, to
be fixed or pitied”, whereas a civil rights approach says
there is “something wrong with a world built for only some
bodies and minds”.
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As part of this, the Independent Living Movement insisted
disabled people should control their own lives and services
rather than have them managed by professionals and
institutions — people living with disability should have
“choice and control”. And if those words sound to you like
the stated first principal of Australia’s National Disability
Insurance Scheme, that is no accident. Our NDIS, for all
its strengths and flaws, is inspired and shaped by the
disability rights and independent living movements.
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So how do we bring this change of perspective — from
charity to choice, from pity to empowerment — how do we
bring this change to meet our ancient scriptures where
disability is variously related to brokenness, impurity,
sinfulness, curse, social exclusion and poverty? — not
always and everywhere in the scriptures is this the case, |
hasten to add — people often point to John chapter 9
where Jesus encounters a man blind from birth. His
disciples ask him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” — for them disability is
the result of sin. But Jesus refuses their premise. He
answers, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.”
\Which is problematic in itself, | mean, he was born to be a
demonstration, Jesus? — but my point is Scripture itself
offers us different ways of approaching disability, most of
them negative, but not all.
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How do you relate to disability? Jeanette’s disability is
visible and obvious, but there are many disabilities that are
not necessarily so apparent — invisible disabilities like
chronic pain, chronic illness, mental illness, autism, ADHD,
epilepsy, hearing loss, and many cognitive or learning
disabilities, where nothing about a person’s appearance
signals the disability to an onlooker. Some disabilities are
permanent, some are temporary. In fact, John Swinton, a
theologian of disability, says that the most any of us can
ever say is that we are temporarily able bodied. Chances
are very great that we will all experience some form of
disability in our lives — temporarily or permanently. Tell me
about it, John. | am currently fit and able, but my recent
heart attack taught me how quickly that can change. My
own father lived out his retirement with significant physical
disability after having a major stroke at the age of 65 — he
certainly never leaped like a deer. My own mother has
become blind in her old age. We are all only temporarily
able bodied. What do you know about this?
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Disability in various forms is part of life, part of family,
society and community. We might live with disability in our
own bodies, or in those we love, or in our church, or in the
world around us. Scripture on the whole pictures this as a
sign of our separation from God — in God'’s perfect world,
the bible seems to say, disability does not exist. But that is
not good enough for me today — here today people with
disabilities can live full lives with pride. The world has
changed since biblical times, and | need my faith to speak
to my world as it is, to the real needs of today where the
pride and independence of people with disabilities is
honoured. So here is where | look.
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In John 10 Jesus says, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate
for the sheep. 8 ...Whoever enters by me will be saved
and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 ... | came
that you may have life and have it abundantly.” Jesus
offers a gate of salvation, a way to the richest pastures of
life, a way of abundant, flourishing life for all. And if this
gate is for everyone, it is necessarily wheelchair
accessible, it is wide enough for all bodies to pass through
whatever their mobility needs. It is not a gate that you
have to be changed, made somehow normal (whatever
that means), to get through. No, it is a gate for every body,
every mind, every skin colour, every gender, every
sexuality, for all of us with all our strengths and
weaknesses and needs, to pass through freely by the
grace of God.
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And Isaiah — sorry to use you as an example of ableism
today, Isaiah — | know you just want to proclaim the joy of
salvation, the liberating power of God for all lives. Yeah,
he does, so let’s note that Isaiah’s vision moves from the
erasing of disability and deserts to this: Isaiah 35:8 A
highway shall be there in the transformed wilderness, and
it shall be called the Holy Way; ... it shall be for God’s
people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. Now |
may not be disabled right now but | am often foolish. So
it's good to know that like Jesus’ gate of life, Isaiah’s
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highway of liberation, the freeway of joy, is wide enough
and accessible enough for everyone. | see every body and
every mind travelling along that way to wholeness and
fullness of life, right here, right now. That's the heart of
Isaiah’s vision.
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We know that in our society people with disabilities can
live full and whole lives — that our society can be built in
such a way that independence within supportive
community is possible for all. And yet it is not that long
since our nation held a Royal Commission into disability.
Reports showed that people with disability are more likely
to experience violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation
than people without disability. And some harrowing stories
were told to that commission. Disability needn’t separate
people from the joy of abundant life, from being fully
themselves, but it often does. Disability rights and pride
don’t automatically take away the struggles that can come
with disability.
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And so, | hear Isaiah’s prophetic words of healing hope
applying not just to individuals, but to society as a whole.
The transforming power of God'’s love longs to bring us all
to joy no matter what suffering or disability we might know.
And for that to happen the solution is not necessarily the
fixing of disabilities that are incurable, but the
transformation of society to hold all people together in
joyous wholeness.
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Some people helpfully draw a distinction between curing
and healing — healing is bigger than physical cure which
for some people is not possible — healing takes in the
spiritual and social and economic dimensions of our being.
Healing wholeness, fullness of life, flourishing love,
hopeful joy are things God wants for all of us together right
now whatever the condition of our bodies and minds.
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For none of us are whole, none of us are complete or
perfect on our own, we all only find wholeness in God and
we find God in loving communion with others by the grace
of God’s Holy Spirit at work in the world. The way to the
promised land of joy is through the transformation of
society, the transformation of the world, as much as it is
through the transformation of hearts and lives and bodies.
And that transforming work is what God continues to do
among us though Christ by the Holy Spirit.

EAFTRBE—IARTEN, RE— T AFECHET

BrokhY, BAESE LFREEASEES, MEMNSAILE
W, e LR RS, ERIIStHAERLAR
ZHIFRPEE, BESRNITIMRER, BT
Bt HFREEL, BEFEETAD. LSBT,
MXEAVIITF, ER LHREEEE. FEXR, HEXK
(RISl G E SN

How can we join in with God’s work? — making our church
even more accessible — it's pretty good here, this is a
very accessible building, but a church is more than a
building. How might we allow God to further shape our
hearts, our community, our world to be a place where all
may travel together in peace and pride along the highway
of salvation, passing freely through the gate of life into joy?
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Let us pray...
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God of the wide gate and the open road, make us a
people who need no fixing to belong, and a community
that needs no excuse to include.
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Hold Jeanette in her recovery, hold all of us in our various
weaknesses and needs, and lead us all, together, along
the highway of joy.

In the name of Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd.
Amen.

Offering Song — Who You Say | Am (Hillsong)

\Who am | that the highest King would welcome me?
| was lost, but He brought me in

Oh, His love for me

Oh, His love for me

KRt eanetteFRERIE LEkF, HEFFAIRAESE
HYERSS SHRETR, HWHNIRA, —BEEEERNIANEL.

AR ABRERE SR

Ba{id.

Z@hiFIN — Who You Say | Am (Hillsong)
HEMA, EENEIRRERNE?

FEEEK, #AEHRSE

1%, HEXIFRAVE

1%, HEXIFRAVE

\Who the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed
I'm a child of God, yes | am
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Free at last, He has ransomed me

His grace runs deep

While | was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me
Yes, He died for me
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\Who the Son sets free

Oh is free indeed

I'm a child of God, yes | am
In my Father's house
There's a place for me

I'm a child of God, yes | am
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| am chosen, not forsaken

| am who You say | am

You are for me, not against me
| am who You say | am

\We give because God has given to us:
a place at the table,

a name that's ours,

a home with God.

God, receive our gifts.
Use them to make room for others

the way you've made room for us.

Amen.
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Prayers of the People — Ross Mackinnon RE{t#5 — Ross Mackinnon
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HAKIERIE,
Great Eternal One, RS — R B HERE;
Creator of the universe — holy is your name; . .
H £itb,
'Your kingdom stretches across the face of the Earth, (ORI
embracing us all. HGEATARAEBREN IR,
Glory and power are yours for ever. 25 SN BETOTE TR,

\We seek to know your will — help us.
“E\“ ‘El/_{\z'ﬁ_\s’_(ﬂ S
We Seek to dO your W|” _ gUIde us. ?‘Z{l]ﬁ'*LAl/\1d E’JE:% *{d %Eb?‘zlﬂjo

The fruits of the Earth come from your hand; we thank you Fef JS3KBI RIS E2——K{R5 1S .
for your mercy. . < Jams =y
ith FRVSRSCEBH TR, BAIIRAVIS TGS R,

We are surrounded by your compassion and love; your
generosity knows no end. BA IR LS ZETIASE, (RAREER TSR

Give us your grace to be generous to others. <
SRARINE &L B ST BB RT =
'You forgive us when we fail you; help us to forgive each PRATRARBEL, (e TERERES A

picE; (RIFFOBAIRITIC, RARAEBIFA MRULIRAR,

and to bring in your kingdom of justice and love, N
s (in/\\) SRR
that all people may sing of your power FEEBRIRAN SEERIEE,

and your glory for ever and for ever. Amen. {557 R EPREIRA A BE
S{REVERE, BEbKKET. ffl.

Sending Song — TIS 155 How Great Thou Art
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O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder ERAE, SIEIEE,
consider all the works thy hand has made, (RFERMERN—ETYMES,
| see the stars, | hear the mlghty thu.nder, BMERRE, BRIFTEEE,
thy power throughout the universe displayed:
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Chorus: R e s -
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, HRHE, BHELT, FHE,
How great thou art, how great thou art! {REBR, {FEFXK!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, oTE B FRE MR,

How great thou art, how great thou art!
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2

2
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\When through the woods and forest glades | wander, SRS INEIME,
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; I OR_E 53 ) LEHSEHBEIRIE ;
\When | look down from lofty mountain grandeur, slezh || sipac =) | em
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and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze:
FERERE, RSN ER:

4 4

\When Christ shall come Wllth shout o.f acclamation e R Ch Sk

and take me home — what joy shall fill my heart! . N ettt S
Then shall | bow in humble adoration, EHERR —H UK FeRESNER!

and there proclaim: My God, how great thou art! AR B AR R A,




Blessing and Sending — TIS 755 You Shall Go Out

With Joy

Go now to live life in its fullness
with the blessing of the God
whose hand set the stars turning
and the thunder speaking;

the blessing of Christ,

who comes to take us home;
and the blessing of the Spirit,
who stirs the breath of joy

in every dry and tired place.
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RIBSEIE — TIS 755 (RIIIRFALZE)
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Go in peace.
Let the mountains sing joy ahead of you.
Let the trees clap you on your way.

In the name of Christ.
Amen.
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'You shall go out with joy

and be led forth in peace,

and the mountains the hills

shall break forth in singing.

There’ll be shouts of joy,

and the trees of the field

shall clap, shall clap their hands,

and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
and you'll go out with joy.
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