What does the word ‘home” mean for you?
It is much more than a place where we live.
Home can be associated with significant
relationships. It can be a place of
significant  connection, maybe where we
spent our early years or where our children
grew up. The place where our pet warmly
welcomes us when we walk in the door. The
smell of home cooking might mean home for
you. Our favourite chair might make us feel
at home, or our comfy bed. Home might be
expressed through the photos or paintings
on display, or the bbooks on our book shelf
or the omaments we gathered from trips.
But ultimately, home should be a place
where we are comfortable, safe, feel like we
belong, and where we can be ourselves -
no pretending, masks removed, comfortable
in our own skin.

Close to home - within five kilometres. With
al the lockdowns and restrictions due to
covid-19 we might feel that we have had
enough of being home. However, we might
also feel that with the virus still circulating,
home is our safe place to be and we wil
only go out if we have a need  During
lockdown, home, instead of being a place
of safety and comfort, may have tuned into
a place of isolation and loneliness.

For some, home might be the place where
they don't feel safe due to complex and
difficult relationships. Home could even be
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‘Close to Home' is the theme that the ministry team have
chosen for the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  Mary
visited Elizabeth in her home for a time of connection and
reassurance.  The visit lasted three months. It was also the
time when Elizabeth blessed Mary and the child she was
carying.  Mary then proclaimed God's faithfulness from
one generation to another.

Jesus wass born in the midst of a journey home due to the
taking of a census. Mary gave birth to Jesus in the midst of
a stable, a home for animals and a place where
shepherds visited following the birth. It was info this most
unlikely home that Jesus Christ was bom.

The Magi left their home to travel afar to pay homage to
Jesus, and after being wamed in a dream, they travelled
home by another route.  The travelling Magi remind us
there are many in our world today who are fravelling, who
are disploced from their homes and their homeland, and
who are seeking a home and safety, and a future.

In John's gospel we read that Jesus came among us as
‘Emmanuel”. ‘Emmanuel’ means ‘Cod with us. God came
and dwelt with people like us through the birth of Jesus.
God entered the chaos and pain of our world through the
birth of this promised child. God, in Jesus Christ, dwells with -
is ot home with - people like you and me. God continues
to dwell, to make a home with us, through the work of the
Holy Spirit.

This Advent and Christmas, may we
be both comforted and
challenged by the One who
dwells intimately with us.  As we
encounter the Christ child anew
this  Christmas, may we know
hope, peace, joy and love in

our hearts and lives.

This Christmas season, may God
be our home and resting
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