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Welcome

GWUC is a faithful, Christ-centred community that meets God and shares 
that unconditional love: meet_god@anytime.with.us

NOVEMBER        DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

5 November 

9 November 

12 November 

16-21 November 

25 November 

27, 28, 29 Nov 

28 November 

DECEMBER 

3 December 

7 December 

10 December 

11 December 

24 December 

25 December 

12 noon 

5pm 

9.15am 

All day 

7pm 

10 am - 12noon 

8pm 

  

10 am 

10 am 

2.30pm 

10 am 

10am, 5pm & 
11pm 

8.30am & 10am

Club 2017 

Operation Christmas Child Closes 

Beaac 10 Years Celebration - Two-way 

Getaways in Marysville 

Trivia Night 

Children’s Christmas Photos at The Hub 

Remembrance Service 

Combined Service and Christmas lunch 

Christmas Morning Tea at The Hub 

Carol Service 

Leisure Time Service and Lunch 

Christmas Eve services 

Christmas Day services



If you would like to attend please add your name to the list 
on the office counter.

The Christian Church in the World 

UN rejects West Papuan petition for self-determination 
The indigenous Papuans are ethnically Melanesian and overwhelmingly 
Christian. Indonesia invaded in 1962 and in 1969 the UN transferred 
sovereignty to Indonesia. Papua has since been ‘Javanised’, Islamised and 
thoroughly militarised. Papuans suffer from gross and systematic human 
rights abuses; indeed, they are facing ‘a slow motion genocide’. On 26 
September exiled Papuan independence leader, Benny Wenda, presented 
a petition to the United Nations in New York. Containing some 1.8 
million Papuan signatures, the petition appealing for self-determination 
had been conducted in secret over several months and smuggled out of 
Indonesia. While Wenda insists the UN acknowledged receipt of the 
petition, Jakarta rejects this and has deemed the petition a ‘hoax’. 
Meanwhile, the Venezuelan chair of the relevant UN committee denies 
ever receiving it. Please pray for the Church in Papua.  

Assyrians in Iraq request prayer as Kurds ‘play with fire’ 
Between June and August 2014, some 130,000 Assyrian Christians were 
driven from their homes in Mosul and the Nineveh Plains by ISIS. Most 
found refuge in Iraqi Kurdistan. Now as their lands are liberated, 
Assyrians are trickling back into their towns and villages. However, talk 
of Kurdish independence has sent tensions soaring. Christians fear the 
Kurds will seize the Assyrian heartland of the Nineveh Plains. The Iraqi 
Government, Turkey, Iran and essentially all Shi’ites have vowed to stop 
the Kurds annexing oil-rich Kirkuk. Chaldean Patriarch Louis Raphael 
Sako’s urgent appeal is for ‘courageous dialogue’. Lamenting that ‘some 
have already started beating war drums’, he appeals for peace, noting 
war would be ‘disastrous’, especially for minorities who, as usual, would 
‘pay a high price’. Please pray for Iraq and its Christians. 
From Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin 

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
“A Christian community involves a deep commitment to one another 
and to God; committed to Jesus’ message and to living out that 
message.” 
“Compassionate God, give your church the courage to boldly declare the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in whatever situation we find ourselves” 
With Love to the World



A Letter to the Congregation 

Dear Friends, 
We are called by God to be prophetic witnesses. Congratulations to 
everyone who participated in the fete and special thanks and 
congratulations to the Fete Team: Murray Lowe, Sue Morgan and Peter 
Anderson. It was a tremendous effort, very successful, and the wider 
Glen Waverley community noticed this faith community. 
Dietrich Cheung was delighted to meet so many members of the 
congregation when he attended the fete. Dietrich asked me to convey 
his thanks for such a warm welcome. He is absolutely thrilled to be 
joining such a vibrant faith community. At present he is completing his 
placement at the Anglican Church in Doncaster. He commences with 
Glen Waverley Uniting Church on Wednesday 22 November. Cross 
Cultural Ministry and Faith Development are the keys to defining the 
new role and a team which includes Alanee, Neil, Angel, Terry and me 
will provide support to Dietrich. Please pray for Dietrich as he 
commences this new role.  
Pray without ceasing: 1 Thessalonians 5:17.  Prayer sustains us in all we 
do. We continue to be a pilgrim people, always on the way to a 
promised end. 
Helen Stewart - Chair of Glen Waverley Uniting Church Council

Many Thanks  

Dear Glen Waverley Uniting Church, 
Thank you so much for the meals you provided while our family was ill.  
We greatly appreciated this kindness. 
The Cornall Family.

Car Parking Information 

Please be aware that vehicles offloading passengers at the no standing 
area at the front of the church will continue to incur a $160 fine from 
Monash Council.



Alzheimer’s and Spirituality - Friday 10 November from 1.30pm  

The Church in Society Committee of St John’s Uniting Church is 
presenting Alzheimer’s and Spirituality at St John’s, 37 Virginia Street, 
Mount Waverley, from 1.30pm to 3pm on Friday November 10. 
Rev Brace Bateman, a minister of the Uniting Church, will discuss 
Alzheimer’s and Spirituality as part of a group seminar.  Brace was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in 2016.  He will consider what resources 
the Christian faith has to help with Alzheimer’s.  Joan Waters will speak 
on her experience of faith speaking to her needs during her late 
husband’s illness. 
Tea and coffee will be available.  Please advise of your intention to 
attend. A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 
For more information contact St John’s Uniting Church on 9888 2295 or 
Margery on 9807 4084 or mbkennett@bigpond.com.

Cleaning and Lawn Mowing Rosters 2018 

Church cleaning and lawn mowing is carried out each week by 
volunteers. Four teams of two people each, clean a part of the complex 
or mow the lawns each week, taking no more than two hours. 
If you are among the younger members of the congregation (under 70!) 
please consider whether you could give a couple of hours sometime on 
Friday evening or Saturday morning four to five times a year in 2018 to 
help keep our church tidy.   
Please put your name on the list on the office counter if you can help.  
We will assume current volunteers are available again in 2018 unless 
they have already advised or note otherwise on the list.  
For further details phone Herb Fleming on mobile 0407 516 827 or email  
fleminghe@outlook.com.

mailto:mbkennett@bigpond.com
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Inclusive Community Report 
Prayer Support Group: If you have a prayer request and you don’t want 
it placed in the prayer book, we do have a prayer support group. All 
requests for prayer are kept confidential and are only passed on to 
group members. We don’t need to know why you are requesting prayer, 
just a name is fine. If you need more information, contact Heather or 
Wendy in the office, during office hours, or Beverly on 0417 359 779.  
Club 2017 will meet as normal today. If you would be having lunch by 
yourself at home, please join this group. If you are able to bring a plate 
of food to share, that would be great. 
Coffee and Cake: The special morning tea that was held on Sunday 22 
October after the combined service and the fete was a great time of 
celebration and fellowship.  People obviously enjoyed the cake as there 
were only two squares left. 
Light Lunch: We would like to thank the people who joined us for light 
lunches after the 11am services this year.  The lunches have been special 
times of fellowship.  People have given gold coin donations at these 
lunches and we are delighted to tell you that we have collected $740 
during the year.  We think that this is fantastic and we would like to 
thank you for your support.  At our last Inclusive Community meeting 
we decided that we would give this money to our church’s welfare 
committee.  As Christmas approaches they will be needing extra money 
and we are sure that it will be well used.  We will begin our light 
lunches again in February. 
Munch with a Bunch will be held on 12 November.  This will be held in 
our hall and replies need to be in today.  Thanks to Faye for preparing 
the letters and special envelopes.  Don’t forget your $5 Kris Kringle gift. 
Church Christmas Lunch: This will be held on Sunday 3 December at 
12.30pm in the hall.  There will be opportunities to put your name on 
attendance lists during November so watch for these. 
Our next Inclusive Community Meeting will be held on Thursday 30 
November at 1pm.  If you have suggestions for activities please let us 
know.  We will be preparing our program for January to June 2018. 
Jan Clear

Operation Christmas Child 
This year Glen Waverley Uniting Church is again joining in Operation 
Christmas Child, a Project of Samaritan’s Purse, and we invite you to 
participate. 

“Shoebox gifts are for kids in need, regardless of their background or 
religious belief.  Each shoebox is a gift of love that tells a child they are 
not forgotten.” 

Each shoebox is filled with a variety of simple gifts and    delivered to 
children in developing countries for Christmas. 
Brochures with further information and preprinted shoeboxes (or you 
can use your own) are now available from the Church Office during 
office hours.  Gift suggestions include: pencils, t-shirt, toothbrush, soap, 
soft toy, exercise books, sunglasses, stationery, bouncy ball, musical 
instruments, stickers.  For more gift ideas you can visit: 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-
child/ 
Please consider participating in this wonderful project.  Filled shoeboxes 
can be dropped off at the Church Office until Thursday 9 November.  
The shoeboxes collected will be delivered to Operation Christmas Child 
on 10 November for delivery to the children for Christmas. 
Enquiries: Kimberley Easton 0410 708 824
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Children’s Christmas Photos - 27, 28 and 29 November 

Help your children or grandchildren to remember the real reason we 
celebrate Christmas –  
the birth of baby Jesus. 
Come along to The Hub at the Glen Waverley Uniting Church on 
Monday 27th November, Tuesday 28th November or Wednesday 29th 
November between 10am and 12noon, and let your children or 
grandchildren dress up, be a part of the Christmas story, and have their 
photo taken for free.  Dress ups will be available to use for Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, wise men or angels. 
Photos taken on this day will be available for collection on Thursday 7th 
December between 10am and 12noon. 



The Hub Report  

The Hub continues to be a busy place with new people coming each 
week, and familiar faces returning regularly.  Some of our Hub visitors 
are also attending Playgroup with their young children, and some 
attended the Moon Festival in October.  These Hub visitors and their 
families really appreciate all that The Hub and our church do to help 
them. 

Our Christmas Morning Tea at The Hub will be held on Thursday 7 
December, 10am to 12noon.  All donations will go to needy families in 
our community.  You are all very welcome to join in this event, so come 
along, bring your family and friends, enjoy some good company, good 
food, and help support needy families in our community at Christmas. 

Children’s Nativity dress-up photos will be happening at The Hub on 
Monday 27, Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 November, 10am to 12noon.  
Bring your children or grandchildren along to dress up and have their 
photo taken.  Costumes will be available for use.  Photos can be 
collected on Thursday 7 December, 10am to 12noon. 

We would love some new Hub volunteers in 2018 and it would also be 
great to have some more emergency volunteers to help out when 
volunteers are sick or on holidays.  If you would like to help at The Hub 
in 2018, in any way, please contact Judith on 9803 8373. 

Judith Greenwood

Seniors’ Morning Tea at The Hub 

Thank you to everyone who supported this special morning tea.  To 
those who organised, baked, and helped on the day.  A wonderful 
amount of $1,155 was given for research into Motor Neurone Disease.



Frontier Services Fundraiser 
At the last Congregational meeting a request was supported to have a 
speaker from Frontier Services and to raise some funds for this arm of 
the Uniting Church that offers ministry in remote Australia.  In October, 
Janinne Jackson, Executive Director of Frontier Services, spoke 
passionately about the important support offered to remote 
communities by Bush Chaplains.   Due to the Fete the fundraising 
opportunity was held over. 
Church Council has endorsed a retiring offering to support the ministry 
of Frontier Services on Sunday 19th November at our services and there 
will be a special morning tea after the 9.15 service where people might 
make a donation to support Frontier Services.   If you can't be present 
that Sunday donations can also be handed in at the office up till the end 
of November.

Two way worship with Beeac - Sunday 12 November at 9.15am 
Beeac Uniting Church and Glen Waverley Uniting Church are celebrating 
10 years of Direct Telecasting of Worship. Direct 2 Way Worship at 
9.15am on Sunday 12 November, led by Rev Neil Peters at Beeac. Rev 
Greg Fry and Rev Jen Pretty, who initiated this ground-breaking 
technology with the IT Team at GWUC, will be in Beeac.  
Rev Ineke Giles will lead the activities at Glen Waverley  Uniting Church 
then will stay to share a special morning tea that follows in the hall. All 
welcome.

Material Aid Offering - #it’s in the bag - 12 November 
It’s simple.  First of all, choose a handbag in good condition that you no 
longer use.  Then, fill it with items that would make a woman feel 
special, pop in a thoughtful note or Christmas card and show her 
someone cares. 
Ask yourself what would a homeless woman need? Chances are, she 
needs the same personal care and sanitary items you do.  Your handbag 
can be packed full of useful things and relevant items are those little 
things you need every day, from your toothbrush to your hairbrush. 
Because nobody should go without life’s little essentials! 
If you don't have a bag that's ok, we would love to collect any items. 
(Shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, toothpaste, sanitary items.)  
Thank you! 


